
 BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Barling Magna Parish Council held on Thursday 10 November 2016 held in All Saints Church, Church Road, Barling Magna, Essex commencing at 7.00 p.m.

Present: -
Councillors Ashdown, Steptoe, Cohen, Gardiner and Pearmain
Apologies - 
Councillor’s Bond, Edmunds, Knight and Street
In attendance: -
Victoria Marzouki (Clerk), Cllr Hookway (District Councillor), Cllr Hughes (District Councillor), Cllr Seagers (County Councillor)
MINUTES

1. The Chair to declare the meeting open
a. Cllr Cohen declared the meeting open.
2. To receive apologies for absence
a. 

Apologies received from Cllr’s Bond, Edmunds, Knight & Street
b. 

Apologies from District Cllrs A Williams and M Lucas-Gill

3. To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.

a. Cllr Steptoe declared at interest in Planning due to his role at Rochford District Council
4. To sign as a correct record the Minutes of the Council meetings held on 13th October
a. Proposed Cllr Ashdown    Seconded Cllr Stptoe   Carried Unanimously
5. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council.
a. None present
6. To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the area on any matters of interest.

a. Cllr Seagers said that he had attended the People & Families Scrutiny Committee at ECC.  3000 Primary school places are being created each year.  There is difficulty in recruiting teachers and they are exploring recruiting from English speaking countries such as Ireland & Canada.  Any school in special measures has problems in attracting good teachers.
b. Cllr Tina Hughes explained that the lease for Wakering Sports Centre will be signed within the next 2 weeks.  Attended Full council at RDC and Barling Planning Event.  The cross country footpaths down Wakering Road & Poynters Lane are being looked at.
c. Cllr Neil Hookway has attended training on the Investment Board and Safeguarding.  The review committee will be talking to the Chief Constable of Essex Police regarding the public desk at Rayleigh Police Station and the 101 service.
d. Cllr Steptoe said that he trying to get things on to the agenda for SEPP.  The investment board laco company goes live on 5 December 2016 with grounds maintenance contract.

7.  Financial Matters to consider and approve
a. Payments were agreed for November 2016
   Proposed Cllr Ashdown Seconded Cllr Gardiner    Carried unanimously – as long as the points below are clarified

b. 
       In terms of the Christmas parcel, the list to be delivered to the clerk from Mrs Dobson before the cheque is released due to the expenditure of public funds.
c. Cllr Steptoe would like clarified who authorised the expenditure on the tractor?  Is the person who fitted the part qualified and have the correct public liability insurance?  Where we informed that we had a new volunteer and has the insurance company been advised?

d. Cllr Ashdown asked if the tractor was out of warranty.
e. Cllr Gardiner explained that a volunteer completing the work saves the council money.

f. Cllr Cohen explained that the correct financial procedures had not been followed

g. Cllr Steptoe that the tractor needs to come out of service until the work had been verified
h. The clerk to send an email to all councillors requesting their knowledge of the tractor repairs

i. It was agreed to instruct the clerk to open an account with National Westminster Bank
Proposed Cllr Pearmain Seconded Cllr Ashdown    Carried unanimously

j. It was agreed to instruct John Watson to prepare the Parish Council accounts, monthly reconciliations, VAT return, PAYE and any other outstanding finance issues at a rate of £30 per hour.  Mr Watson has also agreed to assist in supporting the new clerk if necessary.

Proposed Cllr Gardiner Seconded Cllr Pearmain    Carried unanimously

k. It was agreed that John Watson be invited to act as the locum clerk from 01 December 2016 until a new clerk is in place at the clerk’s  scale rate of pay.

Proposed Cllr Steptoe Seconded Cllr Ashdown   Carried unanimously

8.  Financial Regulations
a. After reviewing the latest NALC model, the document, as amended by the Finance Committee, was agreed. The clerk will get copies printed and sent to councillors.
b. Proposed Cllr Steptoe Seconded Cllr Pearmain  Carried unanimously

9.  Clerks Report
a. Nothing
10. 
Website
a. The cost of the email addresses is approximately £3 per address, £27 per month and £324 per year

b. Cllr Steptoe reminded the councillors that if they hit reply then their personal email address would be on the reply and not their Barling ones.  They would need to set up an account on their own pc.

c. Proposed Cllr Steptoe Seconded Cllr Ashdown  Carried unanimously

d. It was agreed that the chair in conjunction with the vice chair can make postings on the website until a new clerk in place.  Cllr Steptoe declared an interest as Brunel Computers do the website for his business.  Cllr Cohen declared an interest as Brunel Computers do the back up for Cohen TV Aerials.

e. Proposed Cllr Ashdown Seconded Cllr Gardiner Carried unanimously

11. Christmas 2016
a. Christmas Hampers had been covered earlier in the meeting (see 7(b)
b. Citizen of the Year – 3 judges have been agreed and nominations to come through word of mouth and the competition to be promoted by posters on the notice boards and other venues
c. A prize of a £25 gift voucher per age group and to be purchased by Cllr Cohen and to be awarded at the Beers & carols event
d. Proposed Cllr Pearmain Seconded Cllr Gardiner Carried unanimously

e. Christmas lights – Cllr Bond to take the lead in organising the arrangements for the judging
f. Judging panel to be Mr. and Mrs. Goodman in Barling Road, Cllr Steptoe, Cllr Cohen and Dulcie Dobson
12. ECC Contact
a. Cllr Cohen to make contact with Angela Balcombe at ECC regarding the response grant which is an award up to £15,000 and has a quicker response than the CIF Grant.  We have to match funds from reserves.  
b. Proposed Cllr Steptoe Seconded Cllr Ashdown Carried unanimously

13. Planning Matters
a. There was a discussion regarding application 16/01021/FUL – Kimberley Road

b. There were no comments to go to the district council

14. Parish Plan and Outside Bodies
a. There were no questions raised on the reports submitted
15. Correspondence

a. There had been an email from a parishioner regarding the annual return posted on the new Parish Council website.  Cllr Steptoe to contact him.
b. Cllr Cohen had received a letter from Shaun Scrutton at RDC

c. Update from the insurance company on the use of the Village Hall Committee room for future meetings.

16. At the Chairman’s discretion to exchange information and items for the next meeting


None

17. To agree the date of the next full council meeting

Date of the next meeting – Thursday 8 December 2016 at 7pm 


Meeting closed 8.55pm
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