


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 11 April 2019 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex, commencing at 7pm. 

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, McKillop, Pearmain and Steptoe (Vice-Chairman). 

Apologies:       Councillors Bond, Cohen, Edmunds and Gardiner.

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe; District Councillors Efde, Lucas-Gill, Mcpherson and Williams.
	One local resident
		I. King (Parish Clerk)

 	MINUTES

[bookmark: _GoBack]19.47	     The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
a.  	The Chairman having sent apologies, Councillor Steptoe was in the chair. He declared the meeting open at 7pm.

19.48 	     To receive apologies for absence.
a.  	Apologies for absence were noted as above.

19.49	To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of          Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a.  	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matter relating to the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when applications were considered by the District Council. The Chairman reminded members that if a matter arose during a meeting in which they might have an interest they should declare that at the time.

19.50        To sign as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting held 14 March 2019
a.  	Proposed by Councillor Pearmain, seconded by Councillor McKillop that the minutes be approved. For 3, against 0, abstained 1. Carried.

19.51     The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per speaker)
a.  	A query was raised about the placement of mirrors at the junction of Mucking Hall Road and private driveways to assist in visibility. Councillor Steptoe responded that Essex County Council, as highways authority, advised against this. If drivers relied upon the mirrors and an accident ensued, it was possible that they would be held liable.

19.52        Financial matters – to consider for approval 
a. Payment requests for April 2019.  Proposed by Councillor Pearmain, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that the following schedule be approved. For 4, against 0, abstained 0. Carried.
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b. Bank reconciliation to 31 March 2019 (Co-op deposit account to 26.3.19). This had been circulated. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Pearmain that the reconciliation be noted. For 4, against 0, abstained 0. 
c. The Clerk reported on the following income received:  £13,998.01 from Enovert Community Trust and £100 donation from Mr S. Roche for the Fun Dog Show.  The final quarter’s VAT claim was for £1,011.  He reported that hall lettings income for the year just finished was £2,942 – almost 50% greater than the target figure. The first tranche of precept for 2019-20 had been received.
d. The current balance of the Public Works Loan Board debt as at April 2019 was £38,250. The next payment was due 5 June.

19.53       Governance matters 
a. Elections 2 May 2019 – the Clerk reported that the 4 nominees for Barling Ward had been elected uncontested. There were 6 candidates for the 5 seats in Little Wakering ward. He responded to a query from Councillor Pearmain about the income due for these lettings and explained how the staff would ensure the opening and closing of the hall on 2 May. He also reported that the District Council had booked the hall for potential European elections on 23 May.
b. Annual review of the Council’s Code of Conduct, which had been circulated. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor McKillop that the code be re-adopted without amendment for 2019-20. For 4, against 0, abstained 0.
c. A report on the audit for 2018-19: documents would be made available to the internal auditor on 15 April. The external auditor had decided on an intermediate review for this year, which required further documentation. 
d. The Independent Panel’s report on councillor allowances and staff mileage from April 2019. Proposed by Councillor Pearmain, seconded by Councillor McKillop that the allowance and mileage rate should remain at the 2018-19 levels. For 4, against 0, abstained 0.  
e. Members did not wish to propose a specific topic or theme for the Annual Parish Meeting to be held on 16 May.  The agenda would follow the previous pattern.  
f. Insurance matters: the Clerk reminded members that they had agreed a 3-year insurance arrangement with Inspire, underwritten by Axa, on 1 June 2018.  This should see increases in premium rise in line with inflation for the renewal due on 31 May 2019.

19.54	     Events and projects – to discuss and take any action  
a. In the absence of Councillor Bond, the Clerk reported that an informal working party had met to continue planning for the Fun Dog Show on Saturday 13 July and that good progress was being made. It would meet again on 20 May. An email update would be sent to all councillors.

19.55 Wildlife Reserve utility installation
a. Council noted the completion of the main contract for utility pipe installation. So far there had been insufficient time available to pursue bringing a mains electricity supply to the Reserve, through UK power Networks.  Members understood that this would be undertaken when time and funding was available to see the project through to completion.  
b. In order to avoid unnecessary delays, it was proposed by Councillor Pearmain, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that the Clerk – in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman - should have delegated authority as follows:
(i) To contract a plumber to bring the mains water supply pipe within the barn and to make minor changes to existing internal pipework;
(ii) To contract with Essex & Suffolk Water engineers to connect the Mucking Hall Road end of the pipe to the main water supply, via a meter, and to contract with a water supplier for future supplies;
(iii) To arrange for the utility pipe contractor to return to the site and to fit a further two manholes, to minimize future work when the electrical supply was installed: one to be at the entrance to the Reserve and the other just inside the wooden gate, to allow a spur to the video cameras;
(iv) In consultation with Mr Peter Shaw, to review the best current deals for a petrol-driven chipper with a 100mm capacity, in line with funds granted by the Enovert Community Trust and already approved by Council, and to place an order on the Council’s behalf.
For 4, against 0, abstained 0. Carried. The Clerk was thanked for his project management of this new installation. Councillor Pearmain kindly offered to assist with technical drawings in connection with a future UK Power Networks survey.  Councillor Steptoe said that the District Council held some maps which might help.
  
19.56 Planning matters 
a. There were no current planning applications. 

19.57      Social media matters
a. Council noted that the new website had been published on 4 April, with some compliments received on the new user interface.  
b. The webmaster had assured the Clerk that the new website met the requirements of GDPR and was compliant with The Public Sector Bodies (Websites & Mobile Applications) (No. 2) Accessibility Regulations 2018. 
c. Facebook – our information postings are now routinely shared by residents on their own pages.  The number of friends to our Facebook account has grown by a further 9 in the past month.
d. Twitter – Our tweets had achieved 1,496 ‘impressions’ in the month to 11 April. Our best engagement rate for the past 28 days was 11.6%.  

19.58      Clerk’s report 
a. Current priorities included the close of accounts for 2018/19; final PAYE payments and reports, plus the issue of P60s to staff and councillors; the opening of 2019/20 accounts and the setting up of the agreed budget, as well as the preparation for audit.  The Pension Regulator required the Council to renew its 3-yearly registration and certify that it was complying with auto-enrolment. Essex Pension Fund was undertaking a 3-yearly revaluation, requiring a detailed report by 30 April.
b. Grounds maintenance - several members had commented favourably on the quality of the lawn and trimming of the borders at the parish hall.  The area that was overrun by brambles next to the kitchen has now been cleared.  The fence is missing at this point: the boundary of the land which is the ditch. Also the party fence with our neighbour in Little Wakering Road is in a poor state, probably owing to the brambles and weeds which grew there. Our neighbour has requested that the parish council should restore it.
c. Play Areas – The annual RoSPA inspection would take place in May. Further fencing repairs will be necessary in 2019/20.  Council was reminded that it holds an unspent gift of £600 from the Village Fair in 2017 towards new play equipment. A report on current discussions on the Parry would follow.
d. Fire precautions:  the Hall Manager and Clark had attended a fire safety training session. Councillor Pearmain was assisting with arranging a Fire Officer visit.
e. Rochford 2020 planning – the launch would be on 25 April and Councillor McKillop might be able to attend.  No progress had been made on the shared project with Sutton PC, owing to them cancelling the planning meeting.
f. Wildlife Reserve – the donation of pruning steps had now been received by the volunteers; the Clerk would write a letter of thanks. The Council’s insurers had replied to a member’s query arising at the March meeting.  Volunteers aged 16-90 were covered by our insurance policy.  A risk assessment should be carried out and recorded for all activities. Only people trained and certified in the use of chainsaws were covered by the Council’s insurance.  The Clerk was asked to communicate this to current volunteers and for it to be an agenda item on the next Wildlife Reserve Committee agenda. Mr Shaw was due to attend power tool training, for which funding had been approved.
g. The tractor at the Wildlife Reserve had suffered accidental damage and, following consultation with the Vice-Chairman, the Clerk had called in Doe’s to make the repair. 
h. The Clerk was requested to bring a report on the costs of repairing or replacing the main Parish Hall fire escape doors to the next meeting.

19.59       Reports from external bodies
a. There were none. 



19.60 To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the area on any matters of interest 
a. County Councillor Steptoe reported on the ECC 10-year strategy for its schools. He had sought information on children from outside the county using local schools. The planned new school in Hall Road would move ahead once the 500th new dwelling was completed. He reminded members that he would be willing to demonstrate the reporting of potholes using the online system and that, if notified of the reference number, he would track the repairs. Following the drive to repair potholes, the County would also now concentrate on repairs to urban pavements. He appealed for information on the ownership of ‘fly-grazing’ horses in Common Road, Wakering. These would be rehomed, but the owners needed to be traced for costs to be recovered. In this regard, Councillor Pearmain advised discussion with the users of the Wakering Boatyard.
b. District Councillors Mcpherson and Efde had had a meeting with the County’s lead on libraries regarding the future of Great Wakering Library. They reported on a drive to ensure that Public Rights of Way were kept trimmed and accessible. Following their measurement of the width of Barrow Hall Road, plans for the proposed new housing development south of that road were being reviewed. An ad-hoc group of voluntary litter-pickers, known as the “Wakering Wombles,” would welcome new volunteers.  The project to see the placement of defibrillators in the locality was gathering pace. The Council was asked to consider the placement of one at the Parish Hall. Little Wakering House was another option. The costs for each would be around £1,200 + £500 for installation. Finally, the District Council was reviewing the duration of meetings to ensure that they remained focussed.
c. District Councillor Lucas-Gill reported that the District Council’s asset development programme had been put out to potential developers.
d. District Councillor Williams reported on that Council’s £750,000 fund to improve play spaces.
e. District Councillor Steptoe reported that the District Council had previously enforced the demolition of an unauthorised cottage  to the rear of Roper’s Farm. There was concern now that an unauthorised fishing lake was being created in the same area and enforcement officers were reviewing this.
f. Councillor McKillop asked about the state of the footpath through Dove Wood, with a concern that this was being obstructed. Councillor Steptoe would investigate and report.

19.61      Council noted the next meetings were as follows:
· Annual Parish Meeting – 7pm, Thursday 16 May 2019
· Annual Council Meeting - to commence immediately following the Annual Parish Meeting

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.15pm
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Cheque No Payee Description £

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall electricity 34.93

Direct Debit E.on Parsh Hall gas             89.05 

Direct Debit E.on Street lighting power           316.75 

Direct Debit British Telecom Parish Hall Broadband and Phone 46.08

200708 Essex Association of Local Councils/NALC Annual subscription           416.01 

200709 Hullbridge Parish Council Fire safety training - 18 March 2019             46.16 

200710 Great Wakering Community Association Full-page advert             70.00 

200711 W&H (Romac) Ltd Street lighting repairs             98.28 

200712 Cllr R. Gardiner Councillor allowance - 1st quarter 42.53

200713 Cllr M. Pearmain Councillor allowance - 1st quarter             42.53 

200714 Cllr M. Steptoe Councillor allowance - 1st quarter             42.53 

200715 G. Gates Salary           389.29 

200716 I. King Salary           725.70 

200717 I. King Expenses for the month to 11.4.19             90.42 

200718 Essex Pension Fund Pension contributions           212.52 

200719 Eurolube Oil Ltd Fuel for Wildlife Reserve 22.05

200720 S. Pavelin (Essex Country Gardens) Grounds maintenance - March 2019 299.17

200721 TDR Groundworks Ltd Utility pipe installation      13,998.01 

200722 Brunel Computer Services Ltd Adjustments to website           288.00 

Total payments  £17,270.01


