


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Barling Magna Parish Council, held on Thursday 16 May 2019 in Barling Magna Parish Hall, Little Wakering Road, Barling Magna, commencing at 7.20pm.

Present:   	Councillors Bond, Bright, Cohen (Chairman), Gardiner, Glover, McKillop and Steptoe (Vice-Chairman).

Apologies:	Councillors Ashdown and Edmunds.
District Councillors Efde, Lucas-Gill and Williams 

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe
	District Councillor Mcpherson 
		I. King (Parish Clerk)
	 	



MINUTES

0. The Chairman to declare the meeting open and to welcome any new members, noting the outcome of the recent election.
a. The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.20pm. The outcome of the election held on 2 May being noted, she extended a warm welcome to new members.
b. In her report to the Annual Parish Meeting, she had noted that Michael Pearmain had stepped down following the election, thanking him for his hard work and contributions to the Council’s work.

0. Election of officeholders for the 2019/20 Council year and their statutory declaration of acceptance.
1. Chairman of the Council. Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that Councillor Cohen be re-elected as Chairman for the year. For 6, against 0, abstained 1. Carried.
1. Vice-Chairman of the Council. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that Councillor Steptoe be re-elected as Vice-Chairman for the year. For 6, against 0, abstained 1. Carried.

0. To receive apologies for absence.
1. Apologies for absence were noted, as recorded above.

0. To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
0. Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matter relating to the County or District Councils. On any planning matter he reserved the right to change his mind between discussion at Parish Council and consideration by the District Council’s Development Committee. 

0. To agree membership of internal and external committees for 2019/20 
1. Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor McKillop that the Council’s membership of internal committees and representation on external committees should be as recorded in appendices A and B to these minutes. For 7, against 0, abstained 0. 

0. To sign as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 11 April 2019. 
a. Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor McKillop that the minutes be approved. Agreed unanimously. 

0. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
a. No residents were present on this occasion.

0. Governance matters – to consider for approval  
a. General Power of Competence for 2019/20. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Glover that the Council, having met once again the statutory conditions, should renew its General Power of Competence. For 7, against 0, abstained 0. 
1. Recommendations on a work programme for the year. Subject to the inclusion of making progress towards achieving Foundation Council status during the year, the adoption of the recommended work programme was proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Bond. For 7, against 0, abstained 0. 
1. Internal audit report for 2018/19 and recommendations.  Council noted with pleasure the early completion of the internal audit report and the auditor’s suggestions regarding detailed matters relating to standing orders and financial regulations. Council took note of the one recommendation in the report, regarding a minor change in procedures relating to National Insurance contributions. The Clerk reported that required changes had been put in place for the May 2019 salary payments and that a small underpayment in National Insurance would now be due to HM Revenue & Customs – as detailed in this month’s cheque payment schedule. Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that the Internal Audit report be noted. For 7, against 0, abstained 0.
1. Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2018/19 
1. Annual Governance Statement. Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor McKillop that the Council approve the annual governance statement.  For 7, against 0, abstained 0.
1. Annual Accounting Statements. Councillor Cohen asked if the precept figure also included the Local Council Support Grant.  The Clerk reported that these figures had been separated in line with a previous auditor’s recommendation. Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that the annual accounting statements be approved.  For 7, against 0, abstained 0.
1. Council noted that the period for Public Rights to examine the accounts and supporting papers would be 1 July to 9 August 2019.
1. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that Council re-appoint Auditing Solutions Ltd as Internal Auditors for the year to 31 March 2020. For 7, against 0, abstained 0.

0. Financial matters – to consider for approval
1. Payment requests for May 2019. Proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that the following schedule of cheque payments be approved. For 7, against 0, abstained 0. 
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1.  Actions taken under delegated authority. The Clerk reported that, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, he had committed the Council to the following:
i. Mobile telephone and SIM. To achieve the best deal, an extension of the BT contract for a further 24 months had been agreed.
ii. New porch light - £165.
iii. 4-stroke chipper/mulcher – to be funded under the Enovert grant: an order has been placed for £1,308.31 + VAT from Sitebox Ltd of Surrey.
iv. Additional utility works at the Wildlife reserve – again to be funded by Enovert:  the contact has been placed for £1,470.64 (including VAT) with TDK Groundworks Ltd.  This work should take place on 28 May.
1. Banking. A report had been circulated. Following discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Cohen that the following recommendations be approved. For 7, against 0, abstained 0.  
i. That the list of authorised signatories to both Co-operative Bank accounts should be amended to include all councillors serving at 16 May 2019 and to remove any other signatories;
ii. That all necessary formal wording required by the Co-op Bank in connection with changes to signatories should be considered resolved by the Council;
iii. That the clerk should be listed as an ‘Authorised User’ of both Co-operative Bank accounts, to permit access to the accounts but not to authorise payments;
iv. That the clerk should be instructed to take all necessary steps to prepare to close the HSBC account, moving current Direct Debits to the Co-op Community Direct Plus account.  Once a satisfactory report on this has been presented to a Council meeting, to close this account;
v. That the clerk should bring forward proposals for an alternative / back-up current account with another bank in due course, to ensure the greatest security for continuation of the Council’s work in the unlikely event of a crisis at Co-op Bank. The Clerk would check that the guarantee scheme extended to multiple accounts with the same bank;
vi. That Finance Committee should be asked to explore the potential strengths and weaknesses of electronic banking, with a view to recommending any necessary steps within the current Council year;
vii. That Finance Committee should be asked to consider options for making minor payments by debit card where the Council does not enjoy credit, to avoid the use of members’ or officers’ personal credit / debit cards wherever possible;
viii. That the clerk should bring recommendations to Council on taking deposits and payments by card reader later this year – including the Square system now in operation at the District Council. Payments up to a total of £1,000 in any year would be without commission. 
1. Insurance. The Council had approved the renewal of the current 3-year insurance package arranged through Came & Co.  
1. Maintenance matters. Although not present at this meeting, Councillor Edmunds had asked that a precautionary declaration of interest be recorded as one of the potential contractors was a family member.  This was noted. Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Bond that:
1. The quote of £660 + the cost of door furniture from Richard Edmunds – the better value of the two quotations received for the various repairs and renewals to woodwork and doors in the parish hall – be approved;
1. The Clerk should recommend a best-value option for hygienic hand drying facilities in the hall kitchen;
1. A microwave oven should be purchased, cost not to exceed £100; 
1. The two electric heaters and the broken trestle table in the hall should be disposed of;
1. The clerk should bring forward costed options for an easily operated fire-proof shutter for the kitchen.  For 7, against 0, abstained 0.

0. Events and projects – to report progress and agree any action
1. Barling Photographic Competition for 2019. This would be launched later in the month on the same basis as for the 2018 competition.  The Clerk would bring forward costs for producing a A3 size 2020 calendar using photographs received last year with a provisional print run of 100. Options for distribution were suggested.
1. Fun Dog Show on 13 July.  Councillor Bond reported. Thanks were recorded to all those participating and to Councillor McKillop for securing significant prizes and sponsorship. Councillor Steptoe asked that especial care should be taken in preparing the ground to avoid distress to nesting birds.  The next planning meeting would be on 1 July.
1. Autumn quiz night – 26 October.  This might contribute towards the cost of installing a local defibrillator. Councillor Cohen offered to seek prices from local fish and chip shops.
1. Defibrillators – District Councillor Mcpherson gave an encouraging report on progress in raising funds for local defibrillators.

0. Planning Matters – to consider and take any action
1. 19/00400/FUL – extension at 29 Church Road. No comment.
1. 17/01147/CM – Barling Landfill Site. As a member of the County Council, Councillor Steptoe declared an interest but was invited to address the meeting on his concerns about the future of the landfill site and the haul road that services it.  At present the Parish Council had far too little information on proposals for the future and this left the worrying prospect of the premature restoration of the haul road to agricultural land and subsequent topping-up of the landfill by lorries coming through the village. He believed that the Parish Council was the competent local authority to take a lead in investigating this matter. He suggested that the Council should research the options, seek to engage the District Council (which had a very limited role in issues around landfill sites) and landowners, along with members of the public, in a debate about what residents wanted. Following discussion, the Clerk was instructed to write to both the operators of the landfill site and to the County Council expressing in strong terms the Parish Council’s interest in the future of the site and the haul road and requiring to be kept fully informed.
1. 18/00676/FUL – New Buildings Farm. While this application had been commended by the Parish Council, it had been recommended for refusal by officers.  District Councillor Steptoe had called the application in for full consideration by the District Council’s Development Committee. The Parish Council remained persuaded that the applicant’s proposal was the most sensible way forward.

0. Clerk’s Report.
1. The Clerk reported on hall bookings. The annual RoSPA of the play area had been carried out and would be reported to the next meeting. No progress had yet been made in securing a fire officer visit. The Rochford 2020 joint meeting with Sutton Parish Council was the be rescheduled. 
1. The Clerk reported on the Enovert Community Trust Grant.  Allowing for items of expenditure approved, the total expenditure from the Enovert Community Trust grant for the Wildlife Reserve will be £17,738.62.  All approved work and relevant expenditure must be completed by 31 May 2019. 
1. At the recommendation of the Clerk and Mr Peter Shaw, it was proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Bond, that the Council place an order with Ernest Doe & Sons for an item of equipment to assist volunteers in the cutting of grass at the Reserve – a Westwood V series 390 powered grass collector, to be used in conjunction with the tractor mower, at a cost of approximately £585 + VAT.  This to be funded under savings achieved from the Enovert grant. For 7, against 0, abstained 0.
1. The Clerk would reduce his working hours over the next 3 months to absorb excess hours worked in the period March to May. 
1. Correspondence
i. A resident with disabilities had written on Facebook on 7 May to ask that the Council explore if there could be a system for people with limited mobility or wheelchair users to gain entrance to the Wildlife Reserve as far as the barn. It was agreed to refer this to the Wildlife Reserve Committee for consideration, along with the issue of the surface of the path.  
ii. Councillor Gardiner had noted the following comments by Mrs Snow (a former member of the parish council) of Kimberley Road, asking that they be drawn to the attention of the Council:  
a. The bus stop near Kimberley Road was filthy and needing attention. The Clerk was asked to explore options for a handyman.
b. The brook at the end of Kimberley Road was filthy, full of rubbish. She complained that there was no litter bin near that location although there was a dog bin. The Clerk would write to Marcus Hotten at the District Council and refer this matter.
c. The signpost by the bus stop stated ‘PRIVATE ROAD – NO ENTRY’ next to a sign that stated ‘PUBLIC FOOTPATH’ which she felt was confusing. There was no easy answer to this as both signs were correct when seen from specific viewpoints. Neither was a Parish Council responsibility.
d. There is no sign at the bus stop adjacent to Kimberley Road/Little Wakering Road to indicate that the bus to Southend is on the other side of the road; apparently this causes regular confusion. The Clerk would write to Arriva, commending these matters to their attention.

0. To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the area on any matters of interest.
4. Inviting Councillor Steptoe to address the Council, the Chairman congratulated him on his election as Leader of Rochford District Council.
4. County Councillor Steptoe reported that he had now moved to a different portfolio, as deputy portfolio holder for economic development.  This would include the continuation of the A127 Corridor remit.  He reported that, owing to the discontinuation of sodium lighting supplies, the County would be moving universally to LED street lighting. He was aware of local roads’ sight-line issues and was attending to these. The Local Highways Panel would meet next on 10 June. Councillor Steptoe was working on rural footpaths issues.  Regarding potholes, he was always willing to follow up reports especially if those emailing him included the location and photographs.
4. District Councillor Steptoe reported. Possible solutions had been negotiated for problems associated with the incoming parish-based Special Constables. In the matter of abandoned horses and fly-grazing by the old tip on Common Road in Wakering, he and District Councillor Mcpherson were exploring possible solutions, including a sanctuary. If the owners are located, they will be fined. He reported that District Councillors Efde and Williams now hold the IT and Environment portfolios respectively. 
4. District Councillor Mcpherson would be holding a ‘Coffee with Cops’ meeting 7-8pm on Thursday 23 May at Gossips Café. She holds regular discussions with the district police commander. The issue of 3PR controls for unhelpful and obstructive parking was raised.  District Councillor Mcpherson would be happy to assist with any working party on the future of the Barling Landfill and haul road.  She outlined the ‘any-bin-will-do’ policy on disposal of dog-waste.
4. The Chairman thanked district councillors for their contributions.

0. At the Chairman’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· Monday, 3 June – Wildlife Reserve Committee
· Thursday, 13 June – Full Council 
0. The Chairman would circulate details of that day’s EALC Executive Committee meeting. EALC were recommending that all Councils should have a Health and Wellbeing Committee.

[bookmark: _GoBack]19.76        The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.30pm.



APPENDIX 1 – COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS agreed  (item 19.66 above refers)

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman are members ex officio of all Committees and Working Parties. 

	Committee / Working Party

	Names of Councillors

	Finance Committee
	Ashdown, Bond, Cohen, Glover and Steptoe 


	Personnel Committee

	Ashdown, Cohen, Edmunds, Gardiner and Steptoe

	Wildlife Reserve Committee
	Bond, Bright, Gardiner, McKillop + 1 vacancy.


	Funding Working Party
	Ashdown, Cohen and McKillop


	Fun Dog Show Working Party

	Bond, Edmunds, Gardiner and McKillop




APPENDIX 2 - REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE COMMITTEES AND BODIES 

	Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils
	Cohen (substitute Ashdown)


	Crime Prevention / Community Police
	Edmunds (substitute vacancy)


	Sea Wall / Flooding Matters

	 Bright (substitute vacancy)






*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *
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Cheque No Payee Description £

Direct Debit E.on Street lighting power 311.48

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall gas           151.24 

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall electricity             61.27 

Direct Debit British Telecom Parish Hall Broadband and Phone 46.08

Direct Debit WAVE Parish Hall sewage services 31.16

Direct Debit Public Works Loan Board Half-yearly loan repayment        2,529.23 

200723 S. Pavelin (Essex Country Gardens) Grounds maintenance - March 2019 299.17

200724 Auditing Solutions Ltd Internal audit for year ending 31.3.9 516.00

200725 Ernest Doe & Sons Ltd Repairs to tractor / fencing supplies 371.91

200726 G. Gates Salary 389.09

200727 I. King Salary 720.62

200728 Essex Pension Fund Pension contributions - May 2019           212.52 

200729 I. King Expenses*           284.53 

200730 Sitebox Ltd 4-stroke Wood Chipper / shredder / mulcher **        1,569.97 

200731 Peter Shaw Expenses             57.53 

200732 HM Revenue & Customs National Insurance correction             48.06 

200733 Came & Company  Annual insurance renewal (year 2 of 3)        1,882.72 

Total payments  £9,482.58


