


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 13 June 2019 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex, commencing at 7.05pm. 

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Cohen (Chairman), Edmunds, Gardiner, Glover, McKillop and Steptoe (Vice-Chairman). 

Apologies:       Councillor Bond; District Councillor Williams.

Attending:	Mr K. Pearce (local resident)
                          County and District Councillor Steptoe; District Councillors Efde, Lucas-Gill and Mcpherson.
		I. King (Parish Clerk)

 	
This meeting was preceded by a reading of the fire advisory notice and a fire evacuation drill, which was successfully completed within 2 minutes.

MINUTES

19.77	     The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
a.  	The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.05pm. She welcomed the local resident and district councillors attending.

19.78 	     To receive apologies for absence.
a.  	Apologies for absence were noted as recorded above.

19.79	To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of          Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a.  	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matter relating to the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when applications were considered by the District Council. 
b.   Councillors Cohen and Edmunds declared interests relating to specific cheque payments under 19.82a. 
c.    Councillor Edmunds declared an interest in any matter relating to church land under item 19.81; 18:87 (vii) and (viii).
d.    Councillors Ashdown and Glover declared an interest in item 19.82d.

19.80        To sign as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting held 16 May 2019 
a.  	Proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that the minutes be approved. For 8, against 0, abstained 0. Carried.

19.81     The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per speaker)
a.  	Mr Pearce and another resident had raised an issue on Facebook regarding traffic controls on Church Road and Mucking Hall Road.  The Chairman invited Councillor Steptoe to respond to their suggestions. It was noted that the Parish Council kept traffic matters under review but had no legal duties or powers in respect of highways. Councillor Steptoe explained that, when a traffic survey had been undertaken, almost all cars had been found to travel within the speed limit.  He felt that making Mucking Hall Road unidirectional would place an unfair burden on residents living at either end of the road.  The installation of traffic calming measures such as road humps would not enjoy the support of most residents. The yellow lines would soon be repainted on the corner of Church Road and Little Wakering Road, at which point the area would have  occasional patrols from traffic wardens.  The parking congestion near the school was well known.  The County Council, as highways authority, preferred to invest in the education of children over the creation of new parking for their carers. He noted that not all children attending Barling Magna Primary Academy could walk to school. Where drivers thoughtlessly parked across an occupied driveway, this was a legal obstruction which remained a police and not a council matter.
b.  The Chairman agreed to take agenda item 19.87d at this point.  The Clerk reported that the Hall Manager needed fresh guidance on the Council’s policy on parents parking in the Parish Hall car park.  It was reaffirmed that they were welcome to do so and that, where necessary, the car park could be temporarily closed using the dustbins, for example when the ground was sodden or the hall in use. Councillor Steptoe suggested that the possibility of  shavings / chippings / crushed shells as a mean to provide greater purchase on the ground be revisited at some point, although this included a waste disposal issue. Councillor Cohen wondered if the bends in Mucking Hall Road could be widened but Councillor Steptoe replied that there was no funding available for this.

19.82        Financial matters – to consider for approval 
a. Payment requests for June 2019.  Proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Glover that the following schedule be approved. For 8, against 0, abstained 0. Carried.
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A satisfactory bank reconciliation to 31 May 2019 was tabled.

b. External Audit:  our submission had been acknowledged and there had been no queries so far.
c. Banking matters:  the Clerk reported that the addition of new councillors’ signatures to the Co-op accounts was progressing well. The HSBC Hall Operations account (no 81375512) was now subject to a security check by 27 July or the account would be closed.  Councillors Cohen and Steptoe were responding to this.
d. Parish Hall fencing:  the Council noted with thanks recent minor repairs to fencing by Mr B. Ashdown and his offer to undertake 2 coats of fence treatment of the front portion of the hall fencing using Cuprinol Ducksback in black, at a cost not to exceed £150. He would also attend to the neighbour’s party fence at 430 Little Wakering Road in due course. This was agreed unanimously, with thanks again expressed to Mr Ashdown.  

19.83        Governance matters 
a. In view of advice received from EALC, the Clerk recommended that the remit of the Personnel Committee should be augmented to include Health and Wellbeing issues for the parish as a whole.  In discussion, members did not feel that the Personnel Committee was the appropriate vehicle for this.  It was proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Edmunds that a separate committee be created with the remit of health and wellbeing.  The Clerk strongly advised the Council that it did not have sufficient staff time available to administer the work of a new committee. Nonetheless, the proposal proceeded to a vote:  for 8, against 0, abstained 0. The membership of the new Health and Wellbeing Committee would comprise councillors Ashdown, Cohen, Edmunds, Glover and McKillop. The Committee would explore an initial meeting in August, which District Councillor Mcpherson would be very welcome to attend.  It would attempt to define the scope of the topic, any potential community partners and resource needs.  Councillors were aware of the limits of their knowledge of residents’ needs. A monthly coffee morning or similar might prove a useful forum for this.  The EALC Health and Wellbeing Officer was another resource.

19.84	     Wildlife Reserve Committee expenditure
a. The Clerk reported that the petrol-drive chipper would be delivered the following day. It was agreed to bring forward any necessary spending recommendations once current informal consultations within the volunteers had concluded.
b. The Clerk reported on the successful completion of expenditure from Enovert Community Trust.  
  
19.85 Projects and events 
a. Fun Dog Show 2019 – planning seemed to be well-advanced. It was felt that further posters would be helpful.
b. Photography Competition 2019 – the first entry had been received.  In response to a query from the Clerk it was agreed that, for reasons of transparency and good PR, members of the Council were ineligible to enter the competition although their family members could do so.  The judging would once again take place by public vote.

c. Calendars – the Clerk tabled a sample calendar using photographs from the 2018 competition, as well as indicative prices. It was felt that a sale price of £7.99 was preferred. Councillor Glover kindly agreed to explore comparative quotes with a printer known from the school.  A decision would be sought at the July or August Council meetings.
d. Autumn Quiz Night – the Chairman reported on prices for food.  It was agreed to retain the £12 ticket prices, with food options: fish, chicken, sausage, vegetarian and gluten-free. Members welcomed an offer from Councillor Steptoe to serve as question-master once again.

19.86      Planning matters
a. A helpful and informative introduction to local authority planning had been circulated by email to members and this was warmly received.
b. There were no current planning applications.
c. Update on application 18/00676/FUL in respect of New Buildings Farm. Councillor Steptoe reported on the District Council’s Development Committee meeting held the week before.  With benefit of additional expert advice, that Committee had decided in the very unusual circumstances to approve the application with several written conditions attached as a safeguard.
d. Flood Strategy for England – document circulated by email to members. This substantial document was noted.  Council received occasional reports from the local Flood Forum which placed this key document in a local context.

19.87      Clerk’s report and correspondence
a. The Clerk offered a report on current activities:
(i) Fire precautions.  He and Gillian Gates had received certificates for attending the Fire Marshal training course in March.  Once again Essex Fire Service had been asked to visit. The Chairman was continuing to explore costings for a new fire-proof hatch cover. In response to a question from Councillor Glover, the Clerk reported on the annual Fire Safety Risk Assessment he undertook for the hall.  He had a concern about the capacity of people to escape from the toilet area in the event of a fire in the boiler, which was the main reason for seeking a qualified Fire Officer’s visit; they would also be asked about the direction of the kitchen door and its suitability.
(ii) The council's financial records and bookkeeping had migrated successfully to the new online version of the Scribe software.
(iii) The Clerk would shortly start to publicise the Council’s new telephone number:  07483 376876. 
(iv) The Community Initiatives Fund of Essex County Council was now administered by EALC. There is now a micro grants program with a very light-touch application procedure and decisions made by EALC under delegated authority twice each month. 
(v) The CCTV monitoring system at the Parish Hall had had its annual service this week.
(vi) The porch light at the parish Hall had now been fitted with a lux sensor.
(vii) Richard Edmunds had attended to the rotten woodwork at the Parish Hall and had created new fire doors for the main hall and rectified problems with other external doors.  He has given the new woodwork 2 protective coats of stain but advised that more should be applied in order to weatherproof them for the future. The fire doors now open with ease. 
(viii) The Clerk would bring forward a quote from Mr. Edmunds for the requested installation of a new storage cupboard to run the full width of the foyer.
(ix) Gillian Gates would attend the next Council meeting to discuss lettings issues.  With two elections, the past 4 weeks had been very profitable in terms of income.
(x) The Clerk would bring forward proposals to upgrade the Council’s MS Office software.  District Councillor Efde offered to advise. Councillor Edmunds asked that compatible versions of Word should be used to ensure that all councillors could access documents.
(xi) Regarding the Wildlife Reserve, there should be an indicative quote for the work on the larger trees at the Reserve recommended in the most recent 3-yearly tree survey in time for the July meeting. Peter Shaw had successfully completed his certified chainsaw user course. Essex & Suffolk Water are now moving to connect a meter to the new water supply at the Reserve.
(xii) The Clerk was now conducting the ‘layman’ inspection of the play equipment monthly as requested by our insurance company. At Councillor Steptoe’s suggestion, photographs would be taken on each visit.
b. Play Area – annual inspection.  Copies of the RoSPA inspection report dated May 2018 were noted.  No action was required.
c. Winter Salt – it was agreed that we held a sufficient stock. The salt bin in Church Road would be moved to be more visible and Mr Pavelin would be asked to help with replenishing the stock of salt in each bin. Any vegetation obscuring the Mucking Hall Road bin would be cleared.
d. Street lighting – The first 4 new LED units had been fitted.  It might take a while for residents to adjust to the brilliance of the lighting. It was noted that energy savings would not currently be passed on to the Council. Councillor Steptoe reported a faulty light outside Carpenters in Little Wakering Road. 
e. Councillor Steptoe reported on the safe re-homing of fly-grazing horses from the Great Wakering Landfill Site, which is technically in Barling Magna parish.
f. At a member’s request, the Chairman adjourned the meeting for 5 minutes at 8.45pm. The meeting resumed at 8.50pm.

19.88 To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the area on any matters of interest 
a. District Councillor Steptoe had been elected Leader of Rochford District Council for the year.  District Councillor Efde now held the IT portfolio there.
b. District Councillor Lucas-Gill had reported previously on the District Council’s Asset Development Programme.  The latest information was that there were developers interested and that savings on use of buildings might reach £300,000 annually.
c. District Councillor Mcpherson reported on green savings.  Her work on the proposed Barrow Hall Road development continued.  With others she had undertaken an alleyway tidy-up and, with the Wakering Wombles volunteers, had worked on the Parry.  There was litter reported in Barrow Hall Road after recent works there.  Her defibrillator campaign was progressing well. She had resolved the matter of two roaming dogs in the area.
d. District Councillor Efde spoke about training he had recently undertaken, not least in his new portfolio area of IT.  He commended an exploration of the full benefits of MS Office 365 for the Parish Council.  He was aware that the District Council’s planning portal was experiencing problems. 
e. County Councillor Steptoe reported on the ECC hub for locating assets in the county, which he demonstrated. He mentioned current work on renewing fingerposts.  Councillor Ashdown asked about the missing fingerpost adjacent to Bolts Farm:  this would be drawn to the attention of the relevant authority.

19.89 Council noted the next meetings would be as follows:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The next Council meeting would be held on Thursday, 11 July.  
· The Personnel Committee would meet on Monday 29 July.
· On a point of order, Councillor Edmunds requested clarity on his committee memberships.  These were confirmed as those in appendix 1 to the approved minutes of the meeting held 16 May 2019. The Chairman recollected that she had been appointed to the Wildlife Reserve Committee in her own right, not ex officio as Chairman; the minutes having been approved already, the matter would have to be resolved at the next meeting.

19.90        Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded and they were instructed to withdraw.

19.91        Confidential negotiations 
a.    The Clerk reported on current progress in discussions preparing the way for the Parish Council to assume management of a community asset.  If appropriate, the relevant officer would be invited to attend the closed part of the 11 July Full Council meeting.
b.   The Clerk was asked to take steps to review the distribution of keys to the Parish Hall and Wildlife Reserve and to recover keys, over time, from any non-essential keyholders.  


Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.35pm


************
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Cheque No Payee Description £ Note

Direct Debit E.on Street lighting power 321.86

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall gas             23.66 

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall electricity             31.59 

Direct Debit British Telecom Parish Hall Broadband and Phone 46.08

200734 WAVE (Anglian Water Business) Parish Hall sewage services 31.16

1

200735 Playsafety Ltd (RoSPA) Annual inspection of Play Area 82.20

200736 TDR Groundworks Ltd Additional utitlity installation at Wildlife Reserve        1,470.64 

200737 W&H (Romac) Ltd Repairs to street lighting/fitting LED lights        1,779.36 

200738 Cllr S. Bond Reimbursement for Fun Dog Show expenses 189.59

200739 Richard Edmunds Parish Hall carpentry repairs and renewals           935.00 

200740 A . Stallard Electrical  Electrical repairs to Parish Hall           135.00 

200741 HM Revenue & Customs Salary deductions             66.92 

200742 G. Gates Salary               389.29 

200743 I. King Salary           720.62 

200744 Essex Pension Fund Pension contributions           105.92 

200745 I. King Expenses for month to 13.6.19             85.20 

200746 S. Pavelin Grounds maintenance for May 2019           299.17 

200747 Cohen TV Aerials Co Ltd CCTV annual maintenance             78.00 

Total payments  £6,791.26

Supporting documentation will be available for inspection at the Council meeting.  All amounts include VAT where applicable.

1.   This item was passed as a Direct Debit payment at the May 2019 Council meeting.  It is in fact a cheque payment, hence the restatement here. 


