

BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 11 July 2019 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Cohen (Chairman), Edmunds, Gardiner, Glover, McKillop and Steptoe (Vice-Chairman). 

Apologies:       Councillor Bond; District Councillors Efde, Lucas-Gill and Williams.

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe; District Councillor Mcpherson.
		G. Gates (for item 19.97 only) and I. King (Parish Clerk)

 	
MINUTES

19.92 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
a. The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.04pm.

19.93 To receive apologies for absence.
a. Apologies were noted, as recorded above.

19.94 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a. Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matter relating to the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when applications were considered by the District Council. 
b.    Councillor Edmunds declared an interest in items 19.97 and 19.106. 

19.95 To approve the minutes of the Council Meeting held 13 June 2019
a. Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor McKillop that the minutes be approved. For 8, against 0, abstained 0. Carried.

19.96 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per speaker)
a. No residents wished to address the Council on this occasion.

19.97 Parish Hall matters
a. The Hall Manager was in attendance for this item. She reported on the current regular bookings.  It would be helpful to have at least one more regular block booking. As usual, it was expected that July and August would be quiet months for lettings.
b. Key issues included:
(i) storage for the equipment of regular users; 
(ii) problems with the fridge;
(iii) the need to move to debit card transactions for deposits and fees;
(iv) security issues with the front door and committee room doors;
c. The Clerk reported that lettings income for the 1st quarter was £1,214, for which the meeting congratulated the Hall Manager.
d. Proposed by Councillor Glover, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that the Clerk be authorised to order a new fridge, cost not to exceed £150 + disposal and to seek quotes for repairs to the doors. For 8, against 0, abstained 0. Carried.

19.98 Financial matters – to consider and approve.
a. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that the following payments schedule be approved. For 8, against 0, abstained 0. Carried. 
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b. Council noted a satisfactory bank reconciliation to 30 June and a financial report of actual receipts and payments against budget for the April – June 2019 quarter. The Clerk reported the submission of a VAT claim for £3,627.
c. Update on banking matters: the recent HSBC security check had been completed satisfactorily. The change of signatories on the Co-op accounts was imminent.
d. Fire precautions: survey and roller shutter.  Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Edmunds that Assured Fire Safety Ltd should be invited to conduct a fire risk assessment at the hall at a cost of £200+VAT. For 8, against 0, abstained 0. Carried.  The Chairman’s research into fire-proof shutters would be considered alongside their report.

19.99      Projects and events – to receive updates and agree any action 
a. Fun Dog Show 13 July 2019. All seemed to be in hand for this event.
b. Calendars – update and recommended action. The Clerk had received another quote and Council would be able to make a decision shortly.
c. Autumn Quiz Night: publicity would begin in late August. Councillor Steptoe asked about any preferred theme and Hallowe’en was suggested.
d. CIF micro-grants. It was agreed to make an application for a contribution toward a dishwasher for the kitchen.  Councillor Bright kindly offered to install any such. A future bid might be towards brown advisory signs to attract visitors to the Wildlife Reserve: there should be some costings on file.

19.100 Planning matters – to consider and take any action
a. There were no current applications.
b. Coastal Path – aspects affecting the Parish. The Clerk was requested to respond to the consultation indicating the Council’s agreement with the proposals. He would also point out the error in boundary lines on the map of the Wildlife Reserve. 

19.101 Governance matters 
a. Membership of the Wildlife Reserve Committee. No action was required as the Chairman was a member of all committees by virtue of her office. 
b. Annual review of the following policies approved July 2018, both re-adopted unanimously:
(i) Equalities policy – Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Cohen;
(ii) Complaints Policy – Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Edmunds

19.102      Clerk’s report and correspondence received
a. Progress report. The Clerk formally notified the award of the Green Flag award for 2019/20.  Costings for a Union Flag and flagpoles would be brought forward. Councillor Edmunds suggested approaching local boatmen for spare masts.
b. Council noted correspondence received since the last meeting
(i) Grants available from Sanctuary Housing (received 19.6.19)
(ii) Consultation on concessionary bus passes (received 24.6.19)
(iii) Castle Point & Rochford Health and Wellbeing Strategy (received 2.7.19). This item would be considered by the new Health and Wellbeing Committee in due course. Councillor Ashdown no longer wished to serve as a member of this new committee.

19.103 To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the area on any matters of interest.
a. County Councillor Steptoe would shortly meet the Minister for Transport to discuss the A127. He had a forthcoming meeting of both the Coastal Committee and the Local Highways Panel. In connection with the LHP, the bus stop outside the surgery in Great Wakering would be moved to avoid parking on zigzag lines. He reported on traffic speeding in Star Lane. He would be having a meeting shortly to discuss the construction of Bradwell B power station. The trial of county-to-parish devolution was progressing well. Councillor Steptoe introduced the annual report for Southend Airport.  He was pleased to report that no Essex library would now close. Discussions would take place to modernise the service with a £3m budget, including finding more cost-effective premises for some branches. He asked members to note that he had voted tactically in support of the preservation of libraries. County Councillor Steptoe has attended the recent Local Government Association conference. He suggested that the Parish Council ought to explore the issue of single-use plastics and the green agenda. He was working with District Councillor Williams on the renewal of play equipment in Great Wakering.
b. District Councillor Steptoe reported in the budget for the Rochford 2020 project.  He was collecting stories of the number of relics of HMS Beagle in the district. He would be attending the forthcoming meeting of the Rochford Hundred. 
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]District Councillor Mcpherson congratulated the Council on another year’s Green Flag award. She thanked all those who had campaigned in support of the libraries. She had had a meeting with Sanctuary Housing regarding the proposed Barrow Hall development and wondered if the highways conditions initiated by Councillor Steptoe had now been removed.  Councillor Steptoe was sure that they remained in force as they could only be removed by the District’s Development Committee. Several options for safer road entrances to the proposed development were outlined, including the Old School Meadows.  Councillor Mcpherson reported on the safe rehoming of fly-grazing horses. Sadly, a dead dog had been found but she had had the body removed.  The funding for the first defibrillator has been secured, for which she was thanked by the Parish Council.  Councillor Mcpherson reminded members that she would be willing to assist with the display of poppies later in the year if the Parish Council wished. James Duddridge MP would be holding a travelling surgery outside St Nicholas church at 10.45am on 26 July and by Rochford Station later that day.  

19.104 At the Chairman’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
a. There would be an Extraordinary Council Meeting ahead of the Personnel Committee on Monday 29 July.  The next full Council would be held on Thursday 8 August.  The Chairman gave information on the 125th anniversary of parish councils, the NALC Tree Charter and a forthcoming EALC executive.
b. Councillors Bright, Edmunds and Glover offered their apologies for the Council meeting on 8 August.

19.105      Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded and they were instructed to withdraw.

19.106      New storage for the Parish Hall
a. Councillor Edmunds, having declared an interest, left the meeting for this item.
b. Proposed by Councillor Glover, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that Richard Edmunds be asked to construct a new stud-partition storage area in the foyer at a cost of £650, any shelving to be at an additional cost.  Councillor Bright kindly offered to relocate the radiator currently installed in that space.

19.107      Contract negotiations - Rochford District Council
a. The Clerk had been in discussion with officers of the District Council about a future partnership. Assuming that details could be circulated in advance, representatives of the District Council would be invited to a private session of the Extraordinary Council on 29 July.  A start-date of April 2020 would be preferred.

Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30pm.


************
2

image1.emf
Cheque No Payee Description £

Direct Debit E.on Street lighting power 311.48

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall gas [in credit]                   -   

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall electricity             29.55 

Direct Debit British Telecom Parish Hall Broadband and Phone 42.44

Direct Debit British Telecom Mobile 6.00

200748 Cllr R. Gardiner Councillor Allowance - 2nd quarter 42.52

200749 Cllr M. Steptoe Councillor Allowance - 2nd quarter 42.52

200750 G. Gates Salary 399.09

200751 I. King Salary 720.62

200752 Essex Pension Fund Pension contributions 212.52

200753 I. King Expenses for period to 11.7.19 46.94

200754 Eurolube Oil Ltd Fuel for wildlife reserve 32.85

200755 Society of Local Council Clerks Annual subscription 136.00

200756 Essex Country Gardens (S. Pavelin) Grounds maintenance for June 2019           299.17 

Total payments  £2,321.70


