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MINUTES OF THE WILDLIFE RESERVE COMMITTEE Meeting held on Monday 3 June 2019 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Little Wakering Road, Barling Magna, Essex, commencing at 7pm.

Present:   Councillors Bond (Chairman), Bright, Cohen, Gardiner and McKillop (Vice-Chairman). 

In attendance:  Mr G. Goodman (local resident) and I. King (Parish Clerk). 

Apologies:  Councillor Steptoe; District Councillor Williams.



MINUTES

1. The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
a. The meeting was declared open at 7pm.  The Chairman welcomed Councillor Bright to his first meeting on the Committee and extended a welcome to Mr Goodman, a local resident.  All present introduced themselves.

2. Election of officers for 2019/20
a. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that Councillor Bond be re-elected as Chairman for 2019/20. Agreed unanimously.
b. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Bond that Councillor McKIllop be re-elected as Vice-Chairman for 2019/20. Agreed unanimously. 

3. To receive apologies for absence.
a. Apologies were noted, as recorded above.

4. To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a. There were none.

5. To agree the Minutes of the Wildlife Reserve Committee held on 5 March 2018
a. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that the minutes be approved. Agreed unanimously.

6. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Committee on matters relating to the Wildlife Reserve 
a. Mr Goodman explained that he was a local resident who enjoyed the Wildlife Reserve.  Having seen the meeting advertised on Facebook, he was present to find out more about the work of the Reserve.  He expected to have greater free time from later this year and was interested in volunteering. He was thanked and provided with contact details for Mr Shaw.


7. Equipment
(i) The Committee noted, with gratitude, the recent donation of pruning ladders and benches which were now in place. A letter of thanks had been sent. Councillor Gardiner thought that the Friends of Sutton might be willing to receive future appeals for help in purchasing equipment.  
(ii) The Committee would recommend the purchase of supplies to enable minor repairs to fencing: details to be tabled at the Council meeting.
(iii) Council had approved the purchase of the Hyundai chipper using Enovert money and this was on order.  It had also approved the purchase on special offer of a 390 litre grass collector, subject to agreement among the volunteers that this was a priority.
(iv) The Committee noted a recent health and safety advisory notice from insurers regarding use of chainsaws. In order to comply with insurers’ recommendations, Mr Shaw was booked to attend a course in the safe handling of chainsaws.  It was recognised that, when future volunteers were recruited, there would be a need to arrange similar training for them.

8. Volunteering at the Reserve
a. A draft poster/flyer had been circulated and was thought satisfactory.  Council would be asked to commission flyers for distribution at the Fun Dog Show.

9. Fun Dog Show – 13 July 2019 
a. Councillor Bond reported on current progress, which was well-advanced. Publicity was now ready for distribution. The clerk had received copies of insurance certificates for concessions. There would be a final meeting of the working party on 3 July. 

10. Water supply
a. The Committee noted that the new water supply was now connected and supplying the kitchen and toilet at the barn.

11. To note the date for the next meeting of the Committee
a.  The next meeting of the Committee was scheduled for Monday, 2 September 2019.

12. Exchange of Information.
a. The Chairman asked members to bring forward ideas for further outreach or extension activities at the Reserve, to build public awareness of the amenity and to interest future volunteers.  A team-building event among the senior management team of the District Council some years before had proved valuable to both participants and the reserve. We might suggest a similar event to the Chamber of Commerce or other larger bodies.  Councillor Bright asked whether the site might be used for wedding photography.
b. The outcome of the current year’s Green Flag application was expected within two months.
c. Councillor McKillop had done some research on some further warning signs to discourage uncontrolled dogs, which faced potential danger from startled adders. The dogs might also disturb ground-nesting birds.  It was agreed to refresh the noticeboard by the car park with current contact information, which also should include a further warning regarding adders.
d. The new aggregate along the path would prove difficult for people with disabilities to negotiate with ease.  Councillor Bond would explore the costs of a whacker to tamp the surface. If necessary, the Council would be asked to fund a delivery of ‘scrapings’ to top up the surface.
e. Councillor Bright offered to share any evidence he found from aerial photography of damage to the sea-wall.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8pm, thanking members for their attendance.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *
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