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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 12 September 2019 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bond, Cohen (Chairman), Edmunds, Gardiner, Glover and Steptoe (Vice-Chairman). 

Apologies:	Councillors Bright and McKillop; District Councillors Efde, Lucas-Gill and Williams.

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe, District Councillor Mcpherson (from item 19.129 to item 19.137(a) and I. King (Parish Clerk)

 	
MINUTES

19.124 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
a. The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7pm. 

19.125 To receive apologies for absence.
a. Apologies were noted, as recorded above.

19.126 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a. Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in all matters relating to the County and District Councils. In planning matters, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the District Council. He also declared an interest in item 19.132(i).

19.127 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded and they were instructed to withdraw.

19.128 Legal and contractual matters
a. The Chairman welcomed Mr Adam Aldridge from Rochford District Council who responded to members’ queries arising from a draft partnership agreement. Subject to satisfactory progress, work would continue on exploring the possible implementation of the agreement from 1 May 2020. 

19.129 Re-opening of the meeting to the public
a. The Chairman re-opened the public session of the meeting at 7.30pm.

19.130 To approve the minutes of the Council Meeting held 8 August 2019 
a. Proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that the minutes be approved. For 7, against 0, abstained 0; carried.

19.131 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
a. There were none.

19.132 Financial matters
a. Payment requests for September 2019. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that the following schedule of payments be approved, as set out below. For 7; against 0; abstained 0. Carried.
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b. A satisfactory bank reconciliation to 30 August 2019 was noted.  
c. The Clerk had circulated a comparison of the bank reconciliation to 31 July 2019 with cashbook entries copies of bank statements. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Edmunds that the report be approved. For 7; against 0; abstained 0. Carried.
d. A schedule setting out current bank standing orders and Direct Debit payments as at 1 September 2019 had been circulated.  This was noted.
e. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Cohen that the Council note the external auditor’s report at the completion of audit for 2018/19. In so doing, Council noted the auditor’s comment about a presentational (non-material) issue arising from the 2017/18 accounts. For 7; against 0; abstained 0. Carried.
f. Members would notify the Clerk by the end of September of any proposed changes they would like to see reflected in the first draft budget for 2020/21.
g. Council considered the recommendations arising from a professional fire safety survey dated 5 August 2019.  It was clarified that the Clerk and Hall Manager would share day to day responsibility for fire safety matters at the hall. Future hirers would not be allowed to bring 3rd party electrical devices unless these had been PAT-tested within the previous 12 months and this would be added to the terms and conditions of hire. Steps would be taken to mitigate any risk arising from the installation of curtains. The current seating was certified as fire retardant. The Clerk had arranged a refresher course on testing the fire alarm and emergency lighting systems and future tests would be logged. Finally, the fire officers had said that a fire-proof barrier at the kitchen hatch was not necessary and this would not now be pursued. 
h. The current fixed-cost gas and electricity supply contracts for the hall were to expire shortly. A provisional agreement for a new 12-month deal had been arranged with an increase in standing charge but a reduction per kWh on consumption costs for both fuels. This was approved unanimously.
i. The final expected income arising from the Fun Dog Show 2019 had just been received.  After costs, this left a surplus of £755.91.  Proposed by Councillor Edmunds, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that £378 be given as a donation to Guide Dogs for the Blind (registered charity) and the balance retained to support the work of the Wildlife Reserve.  For 7; against 0; abstained 0. Carried. Members agreed a unanimous vote of thanks to Councillor Bond and his team of volunteers for all their hard work, resulting in another successful community event.
j. The Clerk recommended the following items for purchase:
(i) Step ladder from Argos at £60. The old one would be safely disposed of and the new one would be subject to annual checks;
(ii) 4x replacement double glazed units for the hall kitchen from The Window Man at a total of £396;
Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that these items be approved. For 7; against 0; abstained 0. Carried. The Clerk would continue to research the best options for flags and flagpoles.

19.133  Wildlife Reserve Committee meeting held 2 September 2019
a. The police were unable to take any further action following the incident at the Reserve on 25 July when a firearm was discharged into the Reserve, owing to lack of evidence to identify the perpetrator.
b. The Committee respectfully declined the Council’s invitation to consider a flagpole at the Reserve, preferring instead a Green Flag plaque.
c. A suggestion had been made by a resident that beehives should be placed in the Reserve. The Committee recognised the important role that bees played in sustaining the local flora. The Committee would consider recommending the introduction of hives once the volunteer team was up to full strength as this was currently the greatest priority.  Before doing so, they would also need a fully researched management plan and firm assurances on the safeguarding of the hives and the public.  
d. The Committee recommended the following items of expenditure for approval:
(i) Quote from Westbury Tree Services Ltd for essential work arising from the most recent tree survey - £485 excluding VAT; 
(ii) The regular purchasing of new bird feeders, “no-mess” wild bird seed at £9.99 for 12 kg bags and fat balls for the coming winter;
(iii) The three main gates each required a new coded padlock, at an estimated cost of around £25 each. These should not be the ABUS type, which were inferior.
(iv) A service visit from Ernest Doe & Sons for the tractor mower, hedge trimmer and any other power tools. Mr Shaw was thanked for repairing the problem with the steering on the mower, but a service was now due.
Proposed by Councillor Glover, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that these items be approved. For 7; against 0; abstained 0. Carried.

19.134     Event and projects    
a.    Quiz Night on 26 October:  a float for £50 towards the raffle was proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Bond. For 7; against 0; abstained 0. Carried.  Around 50 tickets had been sold so far.
b.     Rochford 2020:  ideas had been circulated. A VE Day celebration dance in June was the front runner but other ideas relating to the Parry and/or The Castle in its 400th year were still in play. Another working party meeting with Sutton PC would be on 9 October. Councillor Bond suggested a junior disco and Councillor Edmunds suggested a contact for local history matters.
c.   Mrs Dobson would be glad to assist with cards and decorating the Christmas hampers. Councillor Cohen and Mrs Steptoe would be willing to undertake the purchasing. Several other councillors offered to assist with delivery. Local contacts would be asked discreetly for suggestions for possible recipients.
d.   The Frost Fayre would be on Saturday 7 December and the hall would be available for toilets and refreshments.  The Clerk would ask Mrs Edmunds to check with the organising committee to ensure our activities complemented the main event. We would hold the public vote on photographic entries that day and Councillor Bright would be asked if he might arrange a display of some his local aerial videos.
e.    The publicity for the Citizen of the Year competition 2019 was approved. There would be just one category this year. Various options for publicising the competition were offered. It was agreed that the Council would make the decision about the award recipient this year, possibly with the input of the landlord of The Castle and one of the local Anglican priests.
f.     The calendars were being printed.  They would be sold at £7.99 each. The Clerk would arrange for C3 envelopes. They would be sold at the Village Stores, quiz night, Frost Fayre, possibly at The Castle and direct from the clerk and hall manager.  It had been agreed previously that, as a goodwill gesture, payments to meet the printer’s and designer’s invoices would be made before the next meeting.
g.  Councillor Ashdown would be willing to prepare a bid to Awards for All (maximum £10,000) towards new play and adult exercise equipment at the play area, with a view to having this match-funded.  Members were supportive and grateful for this offer. The Clerk would assist where possible.
 
19.135      Planning matters
a. 19/00628/FUL – No comments
b. 19/00642/FUL – Objection: the scheme represented overdevelopment, was out of character with neighbouring properties and there were residual concerns about the effect of demolition on the adjoining premises.
c. 19/00671/FUL -  Advisory comments: to stress the importance of sufficient off-street parking and to commend an archaeological survey.
d. 19/00688/FUL – No comments
e. 19/00709/FUL – Advisory comments: to suggest the removal of future development rights; steps to mitigate noise to the rear of adjoining properties and to commend an archaeological survey.
f. 19/00755/FUL – No objection in principle: query why this does not qualify as permitted development and commend the removal of future development rights to ensure that this modest timber building does not evolve into anything more substantial.

19.136      Clerk’s report and correspondence 
a. A new 25-litre microwave has been bought.
b. Winter salt would be advertised and the grounds maintenance contractor’s offer to top up the existing salt bins would be accepted. 
c. Following concerns about LED lighting, a meeting is being arranged with both our lighting contractor and a LED supplier to review options that might mitigate the brightness and spread of the new lighting.
d. The 3-yearly renewal of the Council's declaration of compliance with the Pension Regulator had been submitted.
e. The Direct Debit arrangements  with WAVE (water and sewerage) had been rationalised to the Council’s advantage.
f. The electrician has replaced the faulty RCD socket outlet in the kitchen so we can plug in the new fridge. Work continues on the porch light.
g. Councillor Bright has kindly volunteered remove the redundant lobby heater this week and Richard Edmunds will come on site on a date to be agreed in early October to construct the new lobby cupboard.
h. Staff leave dates were shared.
i. Proposed by Councillor Edmunds, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that a donation of £100 be made to the Essex and Herts Air Ambulance charity. For 7; against 0; abstained 0. Carried.
j. The Clerk reported on emails received from the Foulness & The Wakerings Development Action Group. He was instructed to acknowledge the points raised but take no further action without direction from the Council.

19.137 To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the area on any matters of interest.
a. District Councillor Mcpherson spoke about planning application 19/00709/FUL where, she said, there had been building without planning consent.  Her work in contesting the adequacy of roads for the proposed Barrow Hall Road development continued. She had met with the Rochford Town police officers, whose area included Barling which they patrolled as time allowed. The first defibrillator would be unveiled in Great Wakering shortly. She would be glad to offer contacts for suggested Christmas Hamper recipients. Her work as a Speedwatch volunteer continued and police would act on ScreenCam footage. The Chairman thanked Councillor Mcpherson for her contribution.
b. County and District Councillor Steptoe had met the district police commander for Castle Point and Rochford and had established that pavement parking was a police issue. Photographs of obstructions should be reported to Essex Police so that they could build up a picture of problem areas. He commended the “Extra Eyes” site for this purpose.  Rochford District Council was seeking a Sportsman of the Year.  A claimant for the abandoned horses from the former ECC landfill site in Wakering had appeared.  Redundant – or even active – churches might also be used as overnight camping facilities subject to necessary permissions. An ECC Trading Standards video, warning older people to be on their guard against scam traders, had been circulated to members and would be placed on Facebook. Both District and County Councils were actively preparing against the possibility of a hard Brexit.  

19.138 At the Chairman’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· Thursday 10 October – Full Council
· Four Barling Councillors had attended a recent Mental Health Awareness Training session run by Rochford Parish Council.  This was an excellent attendance and was felt to be a helpful and worthwhile course.
· The AGM of the EALC would be held the following week.

19.139      The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.59pm.


Correspondence address:
43 Christchurch Road, Southend-on-Sea, SS2 4JW  barlingmagnaparishcouncil@gmail.com
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Cheque No Payee Description £

200765 W&H (Romac) Ltd Replacement:  Street lighting repairs / installation        1,446.12 

Direct Debit E.on Street lighting power           321.86 

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall electricity             49.01 

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall gas               7.38 

Direct Debit British Telecom Parish Hall Broadband and Phone             47.99 

Direct Debit British Telecom Mobile               6.00 

Direct Debit WAVE Water charges             10.00 

200766 Assured Fire Safety Ltd Fire survey           240.00 

200767 B.Ashdown Materials for fence repairs and preservative             52.80 

200768 Reliable Fire Protection Services Ltd Annual service of Wildlife Reserve extinguishers             38.64 

200769 PKF Littlejohn Fee for external audit           360.00 

200770 Eurolube Oil Ltd Fuel             22.05 

200771 Peter Shaw Bird feed             39.96 

200772 G. Gates Net salary (including back pay)           510.65 

200773 I.King Net salary (including back pay)           820.12 

200774 Essex Pension Fund August and September payments           451.89 

200775 I.King Expenses to 12.9.19 (includes microwave)           163.99 

299776 Essex Country Gardens (S. Pavelin) Grounds maintenance for August 2019           299.17 

200777 HM Revenue & Customs Salary deductions (2nd quarter)           111.95 

Total September payments  £3,553.46


