



BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 10 October 2019 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Cohen (Chairman), Edmunds, Gardiner, Glover and McKillop. 

Apologies:	Councillors Bond and Steptoe; District Councillors Mcpherson and Williams; James Duddridge MP.

Attending:	District Councillors Efde and Lucas-Gill;  I. King (Parish Clerk)

 	

MINUTES

19.140 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
a. The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7pm. 

19.141 To receive apologies for absence.
a. Apologies were noted, as recorded above.

19.142 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a. There were none.

19.143 To approve the minutes of the Council Meeting held 12 September 2019 
a. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that the minutes be approved. For 7, against 0, abstained 0; carried.

19.144 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
a. There were none.

19.145 Financial matters
a. A satisfactory bank reconciliation to 30 September 2019 was noted.  
b. A 6-month financial report of actual receipts and payments compared to budget as at 30 September 2019 had been circulated and was noted.  This showed an underspend, largely comprising delays both to the LED street lighting replacement and to bus shelter works.
c. Payment requests for October 2019. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor McKillop that the following schedule of payments be approved, as set out below. For 7; against 0; abstained 0. Carried.
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d. The 2nd quarter’s VAT claim would be submitted shortly, for around £650.

19.146      Event and projects    
a. Quiz Night on 26 October: around 60 tickets had been sold and the event would be publicised again on Facebook.
b. Rochford 2020:  Sutton PC proposed that they would hold a VE Day commemorative Cream Tea for 50 people in late June/early July 2020 at Shopland Hall.  The Barling proposal was for an evening VE Day commemorative dance on a Saturday in June, to be in the Parish Hall.  The primary school would be explored as a possible alternative venue as the strength of the hall floor was unknown and the wearing of stiletto heels might do damage.  The Castle Public House would be invited to discuss the supply of refreshments. Additional options, such as a WW2 vehicle rally and contemporary photographs would be explored. A further working party meeting would be held on 6 November. The Temporary Events application process would need to begin before Christmas. As part of the wider programme, the Clerk would publicise the Rochford Tapestry project.
c. Christmas Hampers: the Chairman reported on progress in purchasing.  Councillor Ashdown volunteered to help.  Councillor Edmunds had asked a local contact for recommendations of possible recipients but had so far received no suggestions.
d. Frost Fayre: Saturday, 7 December. The Fayre Committee would be glad if the toilet facilities could be available.  We could have stalls in the hall if they did not compete with others in Church Road or the church. It was agreed we needed to attract more visitors inside the hall, possibly with an illuminated sign.
e. Citizen of the Year:  only one form had been given out so far.  Councillors were asked to nominate and further publicity would be produced.
f. Beautiful Barling 2020 Calendars.  16 had been sold.  The breakeven point would be 53 sales. It was appreciated that this was a pilot year with many lessons to learn for future years. It was hoped to boost sales at the Quiz Night.
g. 2019 Photography Competition.  67 entries had been received so far, which was excellent. This was too many for the public to judge, so a shortlisting would take place and a smaller number presented to the public at the Frost Fayre.

19.147 Management matters
a. Review of progress against annual targets:  a report had been circulated after 6 months. The delay in reviewing GDPR was owing to other pressures on time. The report was noted.
b. Parish Hall bus shelter:  the Clerk was still gathering quotes from ‘handymen’ to patch-up the Hall bus shelter.  Meanwhile, the company which had supplied the low-maintenance, transparent shelter at Mucking Hall Road had written with an attractive offer. There was a discussion and no clear conclusion, as several councillors favoured a more rural, timber construction.  In response to a question, it was understood that if the shelter budget was currently underspent, Council could hold it over and decide on a larger amount to spend next year (subject to other pressures). There was no reason why Council could not commission the construction of a replacement timber shelter, subject to permissions.
c. Parish Hall matters.  Regular bookings were currently very buoyant:
Monday 10-11 Easy Yoga
Tuesday 10-11 Pilates (to be confirmed), followed by 6-8 dog classes
Wednesday - clear
Thursday 10-11 Yoga
Friday       6.30-7.30 Yoga (to start in November)
This did not include one-off parties and pony bookings. Members agreed that this was encouraging. The Hall manager would do a "What's on" sheet for the noticeboard.  There would be a further attempt to connect any members who wished to the online bookings diary so they could see when the hall was in use.  The Clerk felt that now was the right time to apply for a Performing Rights Licence: the cost would depend upon the capacity of the hall. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Edmunds that the cost be approved. For 7, against 0, abstained 0.
d. Following a recommendation by the Clerk and based on the high quality of work, it was proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Edmunds to invite Essex Country Gardens (S. Pavelin) to continue in the grounds maintenance contract for a further year from 1 February 2020. For 7, against 0, abstained 0.
e. The Clerk was asked to report on purchases agreed at the previous meeting.  The 3 weatherproof combination locks for gates at the Reserve had been purchased. He would arrange with Councillor Bright about the purchase and collection of a step ladder for the hall from Screwfix or Argos. Ernest Doe & Son Ltd had been engaged to service the tractor mower. The replacement double-glazed units and the tree surgery were awaiting next steps from the contractors. A recent review of security at the Reserve had shown a need for two new ‘suited’ padlocks for the steel container, at £46 each, as well as some materials for repairs to the Reserve car park fencing. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that the expenditure be approved. For 7, against 0, abstained 0.

19.148  Planning matters
a. 19/00803/FUL – No comments

19.149      Clerk’s report and correspondence 
a. Members were invited to examine the letter from the Pensions Regulator, following the recent re-declaration of compliance.
b. All festive lights in the parish took place on private land, with the owner retaining responsibility.  An advisory note had suggested that all lights should be tested by their owners for safety.
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]The AGM of the Essex University  NHS Foundation Trust was noted.
d. The Council was not minded at this time to re-join the Rural Community Council for Essex.
e. The Clerk reported on time pressures.  The delivery and charging for calendars was taking more time than had been allowed for in the planning.

19.150 To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the area on any matters of interest.
a. District Councillor Efde reported on training events and committee meetings he had attended recently.  The Rochford 2020 main public event, to be held at the Freight House, would be free of charge. A defibrillator had been installed at Gossip in Great Wakering. There had been a successful Macmillan Coffee Morning. Poppies would be displayed on telegraph poles ahead of Remembrance Day.
b. District Councillor Lucas-Gill reported that there were two main firms contending for the District Council’s Asset Delivery Programme.
c. A message was shared from District Councillor Mcpherson, regarding the display of poppies which would begin on Sunday 27 October. She would welcome assistance from volunteers as well as a donation from the Parish Council to the Royal British Legion.
d. The Chairman thanked District Council members for attending.

19.151 At the Chairman’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
a. The dates of forthcoming meetings were reviewed. 
b. The Chairman had circulated notes from the EALC AGM.
c. The Aviva Community Fund would re-open to applications in 2020.
d. The Chairman drew attention to the Amethyst self-watering hanging baskets.
e. Councillor Edmunds complained about the poor finish to the road resurfacing in Church Road and the loss of the grass verge to the Weir Pond. It was agreed that the Clerk would draw this to the attention of the County Councillor for the area and residents were encouraged to make a complaint if they felt strongly about this matter.

19.152      The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.37pm.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
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Cheque No Payee Description £

The first two cheques were authorised for payment upon delivery

200778 AGA Print Ltd (t/a Solopress) Calendar printing           339.01 

200779 K. Kutsby Designs Calendar design 103.99

Direct Debit E.on Street lighting power           311.48 

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall electricity             21.56 

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall gas               2.67 

Direct Debit British Telecom Parish Hall Broadband and Phone             47.99 

Direct Debit British Telecom Mobile               6.00 

Direct Debit WAVE Water charges             10.00 

200780 Eurolube Oil Ltd Fuel             22.05 

200781 Guide Dogs for the Blind Donation arising from the Fun Dog Show            378.00 

200782 Essex & Herts Air Ambulance Donation               100.00 

200783 Great Wakering Community Association 1 x full page advert in the Winter issue             70.00 

200784 Mr P Shaw (volunteer) Reimbursement of various Wildlife Reserve expenses             53.18 

200785 Mr J. Flower (volunteer) Reimbursement for keys at the WLR              37.50 

200786 Cllr R.Gardiner Councillor allowance - 3rd quarter             42.53 

200787 Cllr S. Glover Councillor allowance - 3rd quarter             42.53 

200788 Cllr M.Steptoe Councillor allowance - 3rd quarter             42.53 

200789 G. Gates Salary           411.45 

200790 I. King Salary           737.20 

200791 Essex Pension Fund Pension contributions           218.08 

200792 I. King Expenses for the month to 10 October 2019 162.98

200793 Essex Country Gardens (S. Pavelin) Grounds maintenance for September  299.17

200794 Cllr M.Cohen Christmas Hampers - 1st reimburse,ent 147.29

200795 Cllr R.Gardiner Replacement cheque for missing 2nd Qtr allowance * 42.52

Total October payments  £3,649.71


