


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a meeting of the Barling Magna Parish Council Wildlife Reserve Committee will take place on Monday 2 December 2019 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, 432 Little Wakering Road, Barling Magna, Essex, commencing at 7pm. This meeting will be open to the press and members of the public.

ALL MEMBERS of the COMMITTEE ARE HEREBY SUMMONSED to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving upon the business to be transacted at the meeting as set out hereunder. Committee members are Councillors Bond (Chairman), Bright, Cohen, Gardiner, McKillop (Vice-Chairman) and Steptoe.  
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AGENDA

1. The Chairman to declare the meeting open.

2. To receive apologies for absence.

3. To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.

4. To agree the Minutes of the Wildlife Reserve Committee held on 2 September 2019 (circulated)

5. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Committee on matters relating to the Wildlife Reserve (maximum 20 minutes, 5 minutes per speaker).

6. Volunteers’ matters
a.   Any matters that the volunteers wish to bring to the attention of the Committee
b.   To note, with thanks to the volunteers, recent work on the path

7. Equipment and expenditure
a. To discuss any proposals for expenditure on equipment renewals and consumables, for recommendation to the next Full Council.
 
8. Future strategy
a. To discuss the topics set out in the attached report and agree what recommendations to make to the Full Council.



9. Correspondence
a.  To consider an offer of metasequoia trees
b.  Green Flag process

10. To note the date for the next meeting of the Committee
· Monday, 2 March 2020 

11. Exchange of Information.
a. At the Chairman’s discretion to exchange information on matters relating to the Wildlife Reserve.
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BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

Report to:		Wildlife Reserve Committee 

Report from:		Clerk

Date:			2 December 2019




FUTURE STRATEGY

1. It is some years since the Council considered the broad future of the Wildlife Reserve and its development.  Here are some relevant topics:
a. The Committee has previously noted that a survey of flora and fauna is due.  
b. A new development plan, guiding planting, management and outreach decisions for the next stage in the life of the Reserve, has been under informal discussion for some time. How might we move this forward?
c. While funding by the Parish Council from its precept would be adequate to maintain the basic work of the reserve into the future, any development work would best be funded by application to external grant-making bodies or sponsorship, preferably in the form of partnership bids with (for example) the soon-to-be Barling Community Trust.
d. The matter of the interaction between dogs and wildlife continues to cause concern.  

2. As one of its annual targets for this current year, the Council has committed itself to explore creating a long-term plan for the future of the Wildlife Reserve, taking into account its resource needs (finance, volunteers and management), as well as exploring the capacity of this amenity to serve as both a public park and a reserve for wildlife.  The Committee needs to consider how this might happen.  It would be sensible to ensure that any new plan is thoroughly informed by the experience and knowledge of our volunteers. At the same time, its credibility with potential funders would be enhanced if it were to be conducted in partnership with authoritative external agency or consultant.

3. Dog-walking off the lead continues to give rise to concerns among the volunteers.  I suggest this arises from conflicting understanding about the purpose of the facility.  Originally called the Barling Magna Millennium Park, it subsequently became the Barling Magna Wildlife Reserve.  I suggest that it is difficult to reconcile both understandings.  Which has priority: conserving wildlife or offering recreational space where dogs can safely be exercised?  Our volunteers are in the front line in representing the Council with its residents who make use of the facility and a lack of clarity has led at times to some tense confrontations. While the Council has the authority to make a simple decision in this matter, it would be hard to enforce any decision without the understanding and consent of the residents. I suggest that we use social and print media in the spring to raise the matter with residents, seeking their insights and concerns.  The Council would not be bound to accept a majority view if there were strong competing alternatives but at least the Council would have the moral upper-ground of having consulted those affected.



4. Alongside my proposal above, our lead volunteer proposes that the entire reserve from the car park onwards is made a dogs-on-leads at all times requirement.  He acknowledges this may cause some resentment but feels this is in line with local bye laws for all Essex Wildlife Trust Reserves, RSPB sites and many local parks.

5. Recommendations

I suggest that the Committee makes the following recommendations to the Council:

a. To request a report within 2 months on detailed and costed options for a combined review of current flora and fauna by an appropriately qualified agency, along with a thoroughly consultative forward development plan for the Reserve, with the aim of commissioning this review within the current financial year.

b. To consider the proposal at 4 above regarding dogs to be kept on leads throughout the Reserve.

c. To launch a consultation in the spring on preferences for the future of the Wildlife Reserve through print and online media, to contribute to the review at 5a above, to include questions about balancing the presence of wildlife and dogs in the facility.
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