BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 14 November 2019 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Cohen (Chairman), Edmunds, Glover, McKillop and Steptoe (Vice-Chairman). 

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe; District Councillor McPherson; I. King (Parish Clerk)

Apologies:	Councillors Bond and Gardiner; District Councillors Efde, Lucas-Gill and Williams.
 	

MINUTES

19.159 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
a. The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7pm. 

19.160 To receive apologies for absence.
a. Apologies were noted, as recorded above.

19.161 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a. Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils and item 19.163b. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the District Council.

19.162 To approve the minutes of the following council meetings:
a. Meeting held 11 October 2019. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that the minutes be approved. For 7, against 0, abstained 0; carried.
b. Extraordinary meeting held 28 October 2019. Proposed by Councillor McKillop, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that the minutes be approved. For 7, against 0, abstained 0; carried.

19.163 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
a. There were no parishioners wishing to address the Council on this occasion.

19.164 Financial matters
a. A satisfactory bank reconciliation to 30 October 2019 was noted.  
b. Payment requests for November 2019. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Edmunds that the following schedule of payments be approved, as set out below. For 6; against 0; abstained 1. Carried.
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c. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor McKillop that Council donate £100 to the Royal British Legion, to accompany the poppy display. For 7; against 0; abstained 0. Carried.
d. Parish Hall Christmas lights:  Councillor Glover offered to loan a set of lights for the hall in December. Councillor Edmunds offered to PAT test them. Both Councillors were thanked for their kind offers, which were accepted.

19.165      Event and projects    
a. Quiz Night on 26 October:  this had been an enjoyable evening with a net income of £720 for the Parish Hall charity. The Chairman thanked Councillor Steptoe as quizmaster and District Councillors McPherson and Williams for their help in making this such a successful event. Higher-cost food items for future events would be subject to an additional charge. New batteries would be bought for the microphones.
b. Rochford 2020: firm proposals from the working party were brought forward. Following discussion of the options, it was agreed to support the Sutton Parish VE Day commemorative Cream Tea for 50 people in late June/early July 2020 at Shopland Hall and an evening VE commemorative dance in the Barling parish hall on Saturday 11 July 2020: 7.30-11pm.  The working party was authorised to engage musicians and caterers and they were granted an advance float of £100. Ticket prices would be set at £15, with £12 for children. The places would be limited to 80 on a first come, first served basis. Council was reassured by reports of the capacity of the hall floor for the event. Stiletto heels would be banned. It was suggested that the school might be interested in taking part.
c. Christmas Hampers: the Chairman reported on progress.  Councillor Edmunds volunteered as a driver.  
d. Frost Fayre: Saturday, 7 December. The Hall Manager would co-ordinate stalls in the parish hall. Councillors Ashdown, Cohen and the Clerk would serve refreshments. The Clerk would arrange an external sign to attract more visitors.

e. Citizen of the Year: two forms had been received but neither was deemed eligible. Councillors were asked to nominate.
f. Christmas Lights competition: the Clerk would publicize on Facebook. The Chairman would invite last year’s winner to assist in the judging.
g. Beautiful Barling 2020 Calendars were on sale in the Village Stores, The Castle and the Post Office. Councillor Steptoe suggested approaching Spletts. It was appreciated that this was a pilot year with many lessons to learn for future years. Dates in future years’ calendars might include school terms and council meetings.
h. [bookmark: _GoBack]2019 Photography Competition.  Councillor Glover would ask if the Head of the Primary School might sift the entries, leaving no more than 30 for display and judging at the Frost Fayre.

19.166 Governance and management matters
a. General Data Protection Regulation: the Clerk had circulated an annual review of the Council’s compliance with GDPR.  Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Cohen that the report be noted, with thanks to the Clerk. For 7; against 0; abstained 0. Carried.
b. Bus shelter repairs. No handyman had yet been willing to tender for the work.  It was agreed to refer the matter to the Finance Committee to consider including the replacement of one shelter each year in successive budgets. Councillor Cohen had had some discussion with passers-by about their preference for style of shelter.
c. Proposed by Councillor Edmunds, seconded by Councillor Cohen that a 4.6m flagpole and Union Flag be purchased from Zephyr at a total cost of £330 excluding VAT. For 7; against 0; abstained 0. Carried.
d. Street lighting and LEDs.  There was a lack of progress in exploring alternative LED options. The contractor would be asked again, with the possibility of a competitive tendering exercise if that was unsuccessful. Councillor Steptoe notified a defective light on the southern side of Barrow Hall Road.
e. Following a report on options, it was proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Edmunds that the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, be authorised to spend up to £400 excluding VAT on a replacement mono laser printer that could also scan and copy.  Members were minded to obtain the most robust machine for the price, given the volume of printing and the dependency of the Council on good communications. For 7; against 0; abstained 0. Carried.

19.167 Planning matters
a. There were no new planning applications.
b. Councillor Ashdown requested clarification on the referral of the stable building at Ye Olde Shoulderstick to the enforcement team (minute 19.157c).

19.168      Clerk’s report and correspondence received
a. Progress report 
(i) The government will not be applying a cap to Parish Council precepts for 2020/21.
(ii) The Council has complied in every major respect with the recommendations of the recent Fire Survey.
(iii) Further minor electrical repairs were needed at the hall. The Clerk would act on them.
(iv) The replenishment of winter salt bins would take place in November. Councillor Steptoe requested a progress report on the agreed Barrow Hall Road salt bin. This had previously been deferred by the Council. The salt bin near the church needed to be brought out of the brambles.
(v) Richard Edmunds hoped to create the new lobby cupboard before the end of January.
(vi) The parish hall has been booked for the general election on Thursday, 12 December.  
(vii) The Clerk would take the week commencing 21 December as annual leave (this includes 2 Bank Holidays).  The office will therefore not be staffed during that time.
b. Members agreed that all general information and bulletins received should routinely be circulated to councillors.
c. Letters of thanks for donations had been received from Guide Dogs for the Blind and from Essex and Herts Air Ambulance charities.

19.169 To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the area on any matters of interest. (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per speaker)
a.  District Councillor McPherson reported on her continuing work on the proposed Barrow Hall Road housing development; the Carbon Neutral Working Group and the successfully-concluded Remembrance poppy campaign. She suggested that the presentation of the donation cheque to the Royal British Legion could be an opportunity for good publicity. 
b. County and District Councillor Steptoe reported that he had been in discussion with potential housing developers on carbon neutral issues. There was a possible new development in Ashingdon Road. A district-wide review of car parking would not result in an increase in charges. A new working party on CCTV had been set up and this would welcome evidence from parishes. A new community facility has been created in the former King’s Head building in Rochford Town Square. Councillor Steptoe had attended meetings on the proposed expansion of the nuclear power facility at Bradwell, which would be 4-5 times the size of the existing power plant. He had also attended a meeting of the Opportunity South Essex group (formerly Thames Gateway). The District Council would be subject shortly to a peer review as a matter of good practice. Finally, he had attended a regional flood forum, considering the state of sea defences and the coastal path.
c. The Chairman thanked District Councillors for their reports.

19.170 At the Chairman’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
a. The Chairman had circulated a report on the recent meeting of the Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils report. She also tabled a copy of an informative guide from Canvey Island Town Council, for members’ interest.
b. Councillor Ashdown had an enquiry about noise nuisance from persistent dog barking.  This was a matter for the District Council.
c. Councillor Ashdown asked about the pooling of water on Barling Road.  If she provided digital photographs, Councillor Steptoe would report the matter.

d. Councillor Edmunds expressed concern once again about the verge of the pond near his home as well as the poor-quality road surface of Church Road.  Councillor Steptoe was actively investigating the matter.
e. It was noted that Finance Committee was rescheduled to 26 November and that, owing to the General Election, the next Council meeting would be on Friday 13 December.  This would have a pared-down agenda.

19.171      Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded and they were instructed to withdraw. 

19.172      Briefing on official planning for certain civil contingencies
a. Council received a confidential briefing of the respective roles of central government, local authorities, the churches and others in the event of certain civil contingencies.  The Clerk was requested to purchase a book of condolence and to write to the Team Vicar to share information on the Council’s plans. 

19.173     The Chairman to declare the meeting closed.
a. The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.15pm.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
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Cheque No Payee Description £

Direct Debit E.on Street lighting power           321.86 

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall electricity             46.02 

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall gas             42.20 

Direct Debit British Telecom Parish Hall Broadband and Phone             47.99 

Direct Debit British Telecom Mobile               6.00 

Direct Debit Public Works Loan Board Loan repayment        2,512.80 

200796 MPE Alarms & Security Systems Ltd Parish Hall Fire Alarm service and training             18.00 

200797 PMB Electrical Ltd Rectify electrical faults at the hall           262.08 

200798 P. Shaw Reimburse for new tractor/mower battery             55.00 

200799 Rochford District Council Elections costs from May 2019        2,217.93 

200800 Reliable Fire Protection Systems Services Ltd Fire equipment maintenance at the Parish Hall             51.60 

200801 Ernest Doe & Sons Chainsaw maintenance             79.98 

200802 W&H (Romac) Ltd Street lighting repair           115.80 

200803 Barling Magna Parish Hall Trustees Income from Quiz Night - 26.10.19           577.00 

200804 Mrs C. Steptoe Christmas Hampers            183.18 

200805 Mrs G. Gates Salary           411.45 

200806 I. King Salary           737.20 

200807 Essex Pension Fund Pension contributions 218.08

200808 I. King Expenses for the month to 14.11.19 117.50

200809 Brunel Computer Services Ltd Website hosting - 1 year 54.00

200810 S. Pavelin Grounds maintenance for October 299.17

200811 Westbury Tree Services Ltd Approved tree surgery at the Wildlife Reserve 485.00

200812 Cllr M. Cohen Christmas Hampers  55.8

Total November payments  £8,915.64


