


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE WILDLIFE RESERVE COMMITTEE Meeting held on Monday 2 December 2019 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Little Wakering Road, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:   	   Councillors Bright, Cohen, Gardiner and McKillop (in the chair). 

In attendance:  Councillor Ashdown, Mr J. Goodman and Mr P. Shaw (volunteers) and I. King (Parish Clerk). 

Apologies:  	   Councillors Bond and Steptoe.


MINUTES

1. The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
a. In the absence of Councillor Bond, Councillor McKillop took the chair and declared the meeting open at open at 7.01pm.  

2. To receive apologies for absence.
a. Apologies were noted, as recorded above.

3. To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a. There were none.

4. To agree the Minutes of the Wildlife Reserve Committee held on 2 September 2019 
a. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor McKillop that the minutes be approved. Agreed unanimously.

5. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Committee on matters relating to the Wildlife Reserve 
a. There were none present. 
 
6. Volunteers’ matters 
a. Mr Shaw reported that visitor numbers had increased.  Work would commence shortly to scour the ditches by a further depth of 6 inches, which would offer a better flow of water to the pond. Reeds had been cut back at the pond. The barn owls were evident again, as were buzzards, marsh harriers and sparrowhawks.
b. The Reserve’s greatest need continued to be for a further 2 or 3 committed volunteers. It was suggested that the occasion of the presentation of a donation from the Parish Council to the Royal British Legion might serve to promote volunteering among its members. Mr Shaw would explore closer liaison with the Friends of Wakering Common and various Facebook and other social media channels. The benefits of volunteering to mental and physical wellbeing were noted. Councillor Bright renewed his offer to make a short promotional video which might aid the search for volunteers.
c. The Committee expressed its thanks to the volunteers for improvements made to the levelling of the path.

7. Equipment and expenditure
Proposed by Councillor McKillop, seconded by Councillor Cohen and agreed unanimously that the Council be recommended to purchase:
(i) two solar panels to allow for trickle charge of the batteries to equipment in the container and for cameras at the barn at approximately £25 each;
(ii) 3 new cutting heads for the mower at approximately £60

8. Future strategy
a. A paper had been circulated.  Following discussion, it was proposed by the chairman, seconded by Councillor Gardiner and carried unanimously to recommend that Council:
(i) Request a report within 2 months on costed options for a review of current flora and fauna by an appropriately qualified agency, along with a thoroughly consultative forward development plan for the Reserve, with the aim of commissioning this review within the current financial year;
(ii) To consider the proposal from Mr Shaw that all dogs should be kept on leads throughout the Reserve;
(iii) To launch a social media consultation in the spring, explaining the tension between the facility as a nature reserve and its attractiveness for dog-walking and seeking residents’ insights and views on how these two uses might be resolved.

9. Correspondence
a.  An offer had been received for some metasequoia trees. While all such offers were acknowledged with thanks, the Committee’s preference was for native species only. The Reserve was well resourced with trees and the new development plan (see 8i above) would be a guide for future planting.  In response to a question, it was noted that the Reserve had suffered minimal loss through Ash dieback.
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]The process for Green Flag applications for the next round had been received.  Mr Shaw kindly offered to prepare our application once again. As part of the outreach programme in support of the application, further class or Scout visits would be encouraged.

10. To note the date for the next meeting of the Committee
· Monday, 2 March 2020 

11. Exchange of Information.
a. There were no additional matters raised.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.03pm, thanking members for their attendance.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *
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