



BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 9 April 2020 through online conferencing under s78 of the Coronavirus Act 2020.

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Cohen (chair), Edmunds, McKillop (from item 20.48) and Steptoe (vice-chair). 

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe; District Councillors Efde and Williams; I. King (Parish Clerk).  

Apologies:	Councillors Bond, Gardiner and Glover.  
 	
MINUTES

20.46	       The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
a.	Following technical adjustments to the online conferencing, Councillor Cohen declared the meeting open from 7.20pm. 

20.47 	       To receive apologies for absence.
       a.    Apologies were noted, as recorded above.

20.48	To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a.	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Council. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the issue was considered at District Council.  

20.49 To approve the minutes of the council meeting held 12 March 2020 
a. Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that the minutes be approved. For 5, against 0, abstained 0; carried. 
b. An unintended substitution in the February minutes had resulted in the previous wording to financial regulation 11.1.h remaining unchanged. Members asked that the correct wording should replace the current paragraph, as follows: “When it is to enter into a contract of less than £25,000 in value for the supply of goods or materials or for the execution of works or specialist services other than such goods, materials, works or specialist services as are excepted as set out in paragraph (a) the Clerk or RFO shall obtain 3 quotations (priced descriptions of the proposed supply); where the value is below [£3,000] and above [£100] the Clerk or RFO shall strive to obtain 3 estimates. Otherwise, Regulation 10.3 above shall apply.“

20.50 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
a. No parishioners were attending the online meeting. However, a Facebook communication had been received from Serena Brown, asking if it would be possible to post warnings to pedestrians using Barling’s roads to show greater care, as drivers were often unable to see them in good time to ensure safety.  Councillor Steptoe would explore a possible district-wide advisory notice.

20.51 20.51        Financial matters 
a. A satisfactory bank reconciliation to 31 March 2020 was noted, with total funds of £28,263 at the close of accounts for the year.
b. The following table of payments had been circulated to members. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that the schedule be approved. For 5; against 0; abstained 0. Carried. Councillors Bond and McKillop were thanked for serving as signatories.
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c. Unaudited end of year figures for 2019-20 would be circulated to all members by email.
d. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Edmunds that salary payments be made by standing order for the duration of the coronavirus lockdown. For 5; against 0; abstained 0. Carried.
e. The clerk reported that an application had been made to move to online banking, to avoid the need for cheque-signing. Initially at least we could only have six authorised users (the Clerk as administrator and five authorised signatories). To avoid unnecessary delay, he had requested access codes for Councillors Ashdown, Bond, Bright, Cohen and McKillop. Three of the remaining councillors claimed the allowance and would not therefore be able to authorise their own payments. The Co-op debit card had arrived and was now in use.

20.52        Governance matters
a. The Clerk gave a summary briefing on current advice to councils in responding to the coronavirus outbreak. HMRC were discouraging councils from placing staff on furlough. There was a welter of ‘information’ emails received each day.  To save too much time being spent redirecting email, the clerk would provide members with options to sign up for whichever regular briefings they would find helpful and leave it their discretion to sign up or not.
b. To take any steps the council believes necessary to ensure the continuation of the council services during the pandemic. 
i. Since the last meeting of the council, steps had been taken to make temporary closures of the play area in Little Wakering Road, the Parish Hall and the wildlife reserve. It was agreed unanimously that the Parish Hall and the play area should remain closed to the public for the duration of the Coronavirus lockdown. On the chair’s behalf, the clerk had responded to a letter from Mr Addison of Church Road, requesting that the wildlife reserve should reopen. The clerk was asked to consult with the council’s insurers; subject to their agreement, the wildlife reserve would reopen to residents with clear advisory notices about social distancing.   
ii. The clerk reported that he had instructed the hall manager to rescind current hall bookings for the duration of the pandemic in line with government advice, to protect the public and staff. The returned deposits should hopefully ensure goodwill when we were able to reopen. The hall manager would make periodic security checks of the hall.
iii. A decision on the VE Dance would be deferred to the May Council meeting.
iv. It was proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Ashdown to postpone the annual parish meeting to date to be agreed but to continue with the Annual Council Meeting in May through online conferencing. For 5; against 0; abstained 0. Carried.  The Chair’s annual report would still be written and could be published through social media.
v. Since the March meeting, the Coronavirus Act 2020 has been enacted permitting the Council to meet through online conferencing. The work of the Council could therefore continue uninterrupted and it was agreed that there was no current need to delegate any additional authority to the clerk at this time.
c. The clerk reported on changes to the internal and external audit processes for 2019-20. All audit materials would need to be supplied electronically, including scanning some 3 months’ worth of vouchers.

20.52 20.53        Planning matters
a. 20/00275/FUL in respect of an application to vary one condition for an existing consent on 1 Kingsmead Cottages. The Council noted that these premises had been subject to several previous applications.  The current application was to vary the external finish, from render to red brick. The clerk read aloud a letter received from Mrs Perryman of 4 Kingsmead Cottages and members were sympathetic to her concerns. However, none of these were considered material planning matters relating to the application in hand. The Council’s only comment on the application was to recommend that the external finish should be sympathetic to the remaining houses in the terrace. It was noted that No 4 has a mixture of render and brick finish.
b. The clerk was requested to ensure that the parish council would be kept fully informed of future developments in the proposed new Bradwell Power Station.

20.54      Clerk’s report
a. Office 365 had been installed on the Council’s laptop and the new gov.uk email address would begin shortly.
b. The installation of the flagpole would be deferred until after the lockdown.  Councillor Edmunds requested that the pole be positioned to minimize risk of access to the roof by miscreants.
c. The organisers of the Green Flag award would be judging the applications remotely this year.
d. Members’ comments would be sought shortly on the job pack for the vacancy.

20.55 Reports from external bodies
a. There were none.

20.56 To receive a report from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest
a. County and District Councillor Steptoe reported, drawing members’ attention to a video on the Rochford District Council Facebook page offering assistance to households. He reported on the successful local disbursement of grants for businesses, announced by the Chancellor. There had been 740 applications so far, resulting in a pay-out of £5.3million. There remained approximately 950 other businesses within the district which had not yet claimed. He informed the meeting about free licenses for Microsoft Teams online conferencing software. The extensive gas works due to begin in Southend Road and Sutton Road had now been postponed. Councillor Steptoe responded to a question about the football stadium, which was wholly within Southend Borough Council area, although it bordered the District Council and would affect local roads. 
b. District Councillor Efde congratulated the parish council on holding a remote meeting under the new act. He thought that the Zoom software used by the parish council was easier to use than Microsoft Teams. He reported on community response hubs which were looking for volunteers.  Work was continuing to collect in council tax, although staff would be sympathetic to members of the public who were struggling to pay at this difficult time. Precepts would be payable to parish councils according to the usual timetable. 
c. District Councillor Williams reported that the District’s open spaces remained open, although in line with government advice their play spaces had been closed. He commended the work of the waste disposal teams which were continuing to meet the needs of local people despite current difficulties. The green waste may face a minor delay in collection. It was noted that there were humorous notes to be found on the side of bins and now also on dustbin lorries, showing public appreciation of the work of these hard-working public servants.
d. The chair thanked County and district councillors for their reports and for taking the time to join in our first online council meeting. 

20.57 At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
a. The next meeting of the Council would be held on Thursday 14 May 2020.
b. Members were asked to offer feedback on the Zoom online conferencing software. Some participants were not able to see all others when they were not speaking. Generally it had worked well.

20.58         The Chairman to declare the meeting closed.
a.  Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 8.50pm, thanking members for their attendance.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *
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Cheque No Payee Description £

Direct Debit E.on Street lighting power           321.80 

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall electricity (in credit - for info) -             2.29 

Direct Debit E.on Parish Hall gas           342.38 

Direct Debit British Telecom Parish Hall Broadband and Phone             47.99 

Direct Debit British Telecom Mobile               6.00 

Direct Debit WAVE Water charges for Parish Hall             67.58 

200855 EALC Affiliation fees 2020-21           433.05 

200856 W&H (Romac) Ltd Street lighting repairs           115.80 

200857 Home Start Essex Donation             50.00 

200858 Brunel Computer Services  Office 365 and new email address           213.36 

200859 Cllr R Gardiner 1st quarter allowance             42.52 

200860 Cllr S Glover 1st quarter allowance             53.12 

200861 Cllr M Steptoe 1st quarter allowance             42.52 

standing order G.Gates Salary           416.25 

standing order I.King Salary           745.60 

200862 void void                   -   

200863 Essex Pension Fund Pension contributions            230.71 

200864 I.King Expenses to 9.4.20             57.88 

200865 Dogology Refund owing to coronavirus             24.00 

card payment Zoom 1 month subscription             14.39 

Total March payments  £3,222.66


