


 BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE WILDLIFE RESERVE COMMITTEE meeting held on Monday 15 June 2020 by online conferencing, under s78 of The Coronavirus Act 2020.

Present:   	   Councillors Bond (Chair), Cohen, Edmunds, Gardiner and McKillop (Vice-Chair). 

In attendance:    Mr J. Goodman and Mr P. Shaw (volunteers) and I. King (Parish Clerk). 

Apologies:  	   Councillors Bright and Steptoe.


MINUTES

1. The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
a. The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.15pm.  

2. To elect officers for the 2020-21 Council year
a. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that Councillor Bond serve as Chair for the year.  For 5; against 0; abstained 0. Carried
b. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that Councillor McKillop serve as Vice-Chair for the year.  For 5; against 0; abstained 0. Carried

3. To receive apologies for absence.
a. Apologies were noted, as recorded above.

4. To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a. There were none.

5. To agree the Minutes of the Wildlife Reserve Committee held on 2 March 2020 
a. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor McKillop that the minutes be approved. For 4; against 0; abstained 1. Carried.

6. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Committee on matters relating to the Wildlife Reserve 
a. There were none present. 
 
7. Volunteers’ matters 
a. Mr Shaw reported that 3 new volunteers had joined the team: news that was welcomed by the Committee. Each had received induction and safety training.  Mr Shaw would pass the names, addresses and contact detail of the new volunteers to the Clerk for filing. 
b. It was agreed to recommend to Council the purchase of a new mower head for the Stihl strimmer at an approximate cost of £35 + VAT. Low-cost orders for top ups of oils and fuels could be placed immediately.

c. Two of the waste bins at the reserve were open-top units, which meant that rubbish could be blown away or disturbed by foxes. It was agreed to recommend that the Council explore replacing these with closed-top bins with side vents. 
d. The commissioning of a flora and fauna survey and future management plan had been delayed owing to the lack of sufficient numbers of qualified and experienced consultants. All other parish councils in Essex had been canvassed for suggestions.  The Clerk would talk to the team conducting the tree survey for suggestions as well as the environmental health team at the District Council.
e. Lifebelts at the pond appear to have perished in places and should be recommended for replacement urgently.
f. The Committee expressed its thanks to the volunteers for their continuing work.

8. Current topics 
a. Health and safety matters involving plants. Following an approach by a member of the public who believed that giant hogweed was growing at the reserve, an expert from the District Council’s Environmental Health service would be visiting within the next week to make an expert assessment and recommendations.  
b. Mr Norman of Roper’s Farm had asked the Council to trim trees which he believed were fouling or at risk of damaging his boundary fence.  An immediate site visit was arranged with the Council Chair and Vice-Chair, Mr Shaw and the Clerk attending, although Mr Norman had already taken action to trim one of those trees ahead of that visit. The Clerk would be recommending that the Council commission tree surgeons to prune or remove up to 18 fir trees along the boundary fence. In places there would need to be a reduction of 20 to 30 feet of timber height:  the work could be expected to take up to five days for completion.
c. The committee noted the construction of a bird hide kindly donated by a local photographic group. The Clerk had established with planning officers that this structure would require planning consent; however, the parish council enjoyed peculiar limited development rights so that no formal application need be made. The discussion with planners on building regulations approval continued. He had notified our insurers so that the building was covered by our liability insurance. However, the hide would remain closed to the public during the current lockdown until its reopening was authorised by the council. The Clerk was requested to write a letter of thanks for the donation.
d. The donation of £200 worth of tree saplings was noted, with appreciation. 
e. Mr Shaw had informed the Clerk that the cesspool at the Reserve needed to be drained. Two firms had attended to assess the work. It seems that the pool comprised a two-chamber arrangement but that the volume of waste would be insufficient to trigger the outflow through the second chamber. In any case, recent legislation now prevented the discharge of such waste into the open. Subject to firms being able to bring their tankers safely down the path to the manhole cover, it was agreed to recommend to the council that a firm be engaged to drain the tank.  
f. Arising from the desirability of identifying approved volunteers for the sake of members of the public visiting the site, it was agreed to explore providing hi-viz waistcoats / tabards in a variety of sizes branded with the Council’s name and logo.
g. There had been a proposal for a pedestrian entrance to the car park, probably to be located to the right-hand side of the current barrier. This would require the relocation of the notice board to the other side and some infilling of the ditch adjacent. Mr Shaw offered for the volunteers to look at the possibility and report back before a decision was made.

9. To note the date for the next meeting of the Committee
· Monday, 7 September 2020 was the next scheduled date, although the Council wished to move to more frequent meetings of the committee so this date might be superseded.

10. Exchange of Information.
a. There were no additional matters raised.

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 8.02pm, thanking members for their attendance.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *
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