




BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 8 October 2020, through online conferencing under s78 of The Coronavirus Act 2020.

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Cohen (Chair), Gardiner, Glover, (joined after the start of the meeting), McKillop and Steptoe (Vice Chair)

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe, M Power (Parish Clerk)

Apologies:	Councillor Bond. District Councillors McPherson and Williams.  
 	

MINUTES

20.147	The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7 pm. 

20.148	To receive apologies for absence.
	Apologies were noted, as recorded above.

20.149	To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Council. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the issue was considered at District Council.  

20.150 To approve the minutes of the Council meeting 10 September 2020 
It was proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that the minutes of the meeting held 10 September 2020 be approved.

20.151 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council
No parishioners attended the meeting on this occasion.

20.152 Financial matters
a. The Clerk reported that she now had full access to the online banking system with the Co-op. Councillor Cohen agreed to approve bank payments for November.

b. Bank reconciliations as of 31 August and 30 September 2020 had been circulated to Members.

c. The following table of payments had been circulated to members. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that the schedule be approved.



	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	                        321.11 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	30.23 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	                 76.74 

	Direct Debit
	Wave
	Water bill
	                34.53 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband/mobile
	                           47.20 

	BACS
	Cllr Gardiner
	Member allowance
	                           42.52 

	BACS
	Cllr Glover
	Member allowance
	                           53.12 

	BACS
	Cllr Steptoe
	Member allowance
	                           42.52 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Salary
	                        473.83 

	BACS
	M Power
	Salary
	                     1,093.99 

	BACS
	M Power
	Expenses 11-9-20 to 7-10-20
	                           19.20 

	BACS
	HMRC
	Salary deductions
	                        101.96 

	BACS
	P Shaw
	Petrol
	                             6.43 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Bulb for parish hall light
	                             6.95 

	BACS
	Essex Country Gdns S Pavelin
	Grounds maintenance - July
	                        304.26 

	BACS
	Essex Country Gdns S Pavelin
	Grounds maintenance - Aug
	                        304.26 

	BACS
	Essex Country Gdns S Pavelin
	Grounds maintenance - Sept
	                        304.26 

	BACS
	Essex Country Gdns S Pavelin
	Removal of Ivy at playing field
	                        150.00 

	BACS
	Ernest Doe & Sons
	Tractor Mower belt WLR
	                           33.00 

	BACS
	Ernest Doe & Sons
	Strimmer head WLR
	                           40.58 

	Debit Card
	Amazon business
	Hall opening - hand towels
	                           17.70 

	Debit Card
	Amazon business
	Hall opening - hand sanitizer
	                           17.99 

	Debit Card
	Amazon business
	Hall opening - sanitizer wipes
	                           13.95 

	Debit Card
	Amazon business
	Envelopes for calendars
	                           21.33 

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	Street lighting repairs
	                        560.28 

	BACS
	Reliable Fire Protection Ltd
	Service of Fire extinguishers
	                           38.64 

	BACS
	Great Wakering Comm Assoc
	GWCA newsletter Winter 2020
	                           38.00 

	BACS
	Law, Hurst & Taylor
	Legal Services regarding Parish Hall lease
	                        300.00 

	BACS
	Brunel Computer Services Ltd
	Domain registration 1 year
	                           48.00 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription 2.10.20
	                           14.39 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£4,460.66



d. As requested by Council, the clerk had looked into the cost of purchasing two closed-top litter bins for the Wildlife Reserve. At a cost of in the region of £350 - £450 for each bin, it was decided to put this on hold for the time being. In the meantime, the clerk would liaise with the head volunteer at the Reserve to establish the exact type of bin that was needed.

e. Hi viz waistcoats for the Wildlife Reserve. The head volunteer had advised that 14 waistcoats would be needed, in various sizes. The clerk had sourced two local companies who offered waistcoats between £6.50 and £9 each, which included a logo/wording. Council decided that appropriate wording would be “Barling Magna Parish Council Volunteer” as they could then be used at different Parish Council events. The Clerk would look at other companies that supplied waistcoats to ensure the best price could be achieved. It was proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that £150 be allocated for the purchase of the waistcoats.

f. The Clerk reported on prices provided by Eon for the renewal of the electricity and gas supply contracts for the parish hall; the prices were slightly lower than was currently being paid. It was proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Glover that the quotes be accepted for a fixed one-year term for both electricity and gas supply.

g. Hall insurance. The Parish Council had public liability and contents insurance. It was noted that the freeholder would source and pay for buildings insurance, which would be reimbursed by the Parish Council, as the lessee, in accordance with the terms of the lease. The Clerk would liaise with Ivan King in respect of the buildings insurance and would check when the contents and public liability insurance was due for renewal. 

h. The Clerk had circulated a half-year financial report to 30 September (copy attached to Minutes). The report was noted.

i. It was noted that the second quarter VAT claim would be in the region of £1,173 and would be claimed.

j. In response to a letter received from Essex & Herts Air Ambulance, it was proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor McKillip that £100 be donated.

k. Remembrance Sunday. In previous years Cllr Jo McPherson had organised a display of large poppies in the local area and the Parish Council had made a donation towards this. The Clerk would liaise with Cllr McPherson to arrange a donation for this year’s display. It was further proposed by Councillor Glover, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that £100 would be donated to the Royal British Legion.

20.153	Bus shelters – draft tender letter 
The Chair had drafted a letter to invite companies to tender for the replacement of the three wooden shelters in the parish. The letter would be sent out on 14 October, with a deadline for return of quotes of 6 November. It was agreed that details of the roof covering, and its waterproof abilities would be included in the specification.

20.154	Management matters 
a. Review of programme against annual targets – this would be reported to the November Council meeting.

b. Annual review of bank standing orders and direct debits – this would be reported to the November Council meeting.

20.155	Events and projects 
a. Beautiful Barling Calendar 2021. The Clerk reported that copies to sell had been delivered to the Barling village stores, the Castle Inn Pub in Barling, and the Gossip Café and post office in Great Wakering. Barling Magna school would include details in the newsletter to parents.

b. Citizen of the Year Award. One resident had already been in touch for an application form. It was proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that a budget be set to the same level as in 2019. (Post meeting note: a budget of £75 had been approved for 2020/21.)

c. Telephone box/defibrillator. The Chair had established that the cost of the base was between £300 to £400; the cost of moving the telephone box would be between £400 and £450. The cost of the defibrillator unit was likely to be between £1,000 and £1,500 plus VAT and plus fitting costs. It had further been established that, although the defibrillators are battery operated, an electricity supply would still be required. The defibrillator would be covered under the Council’s insurance as a Parish Council asset. Cllr Steptoe advised that if the base were on Highways land, planning permission would be required. An application could be made by the Council to Councillor Steptoe’s county councillor fund for a donation towards supply/ installation of a defibrillator at the village hall; this could be further discussed at November’s Council. Barling Magna primary school would be asked for an update on options previously discussed in respect of installing a defibrillator near to the school/village hall. Cllr Cohen would make further enquiries around the cost of defibrillators.

d. Pathway at Wildlife Reserve
Cllr Cohen had sourced a company that supplied natural-looking bound pathways that were hard wearing; however, for a stretch 325 metres long and 2 meters wide there would be a cost of £30,000. A cheaper option of self-binding gravel at a cost of around £5,500 plus VAT, would be wheelchair and mobility scooter friendly but would not be suitable for use by heavy vehicles. The Chair would explore other surface options and the availability of grant funding. 
The Tree Charter board was offering trees and the Chair would make enquiries. 

20.156	Report from Outside Bodies 
a. Council received a report from the Chair following her attendance at the Essex Association of Local Councils (EALC) AGM, which had been circulated to Members.

20.68 20.157	Planning matters
a. 20/00859/FUL – 40 Havenside, Little Wakering. The Parish Council wished to comment as follows: There was concern that it might be over-development of the property in conjunction with other properties in the area around it’. Clerk to advise RDC Planning.

b. RDC Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plans. RDC planners had offered to talk to the Parish about local plans – they would be invited to address the Council via a session on zoom. 

20.158	Clerk’s report
The Clerk reported as follows:

a. Two submissions had been received for the photography competition. The competition had been readvertised on the Council’s social media sites and included in the winter edition of the Great Wakering Community Association newsletter and the deadline moved to 4 December. The head volunteer at the Wildlife Reserve would be requested to put details on the WLR Facebook page and contact members of the camera club.
b. Printer set up by Brunel Computer Services - £65 plus VAT – approved. 
c. The Wildlife Reserve had once again been awarded the green flag award. The volunteers would be thanked for all their efforts, which had made the award possible.
d. The new windows in the hall kitchen were being fitted on 16 October.
e. The clerk had applied for two packs of trees from the Woodland Trust.
f. A meeting with the lighting contractor was being arranged.
g. The parish hall had re-opened and three block bookings had been made – a kung fu class on Friday nights, ballroom dancing lessons/practice on Saturday afternoons and a strollercise class on Thursday evenings. Full Covid Risk assessments were in place for the hall, together with all relevant paperwork. Requests for bookings for parties and events could not currently be accommodated.
h. The material to build replacement footbridges at the Reserve were being delivered 16 October.
i. Correspondence received. (i) A letter had been received from a resident asking for assurance that a survey had been undertaken to ensure there were no bats in the Church tower, which was currently having work being done. The resident was advised that a survey had been undertaken remotely but, as this was not within Parish Council control, the Church Warden should be contacted for further information. (ii) there had been a complaint from a resident that an unaccompanied beagle was being a nuisance in the Wildlife Reserve. It was understood that the beagle belonged to the owner of the neighbouring property.  It was agreed that the Chair would contact the owners to make them aware of the situation. 

20.159	Street Lighting
There were no reports of faulty streetlights.

20.160 To receive a report from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest

a. Cllr Steptoe reported the following: (i) His county councillor fund of £10,000 had started to receive funding requests. Any group or individual could apply. (ii) ECC were aware of recent issues with the buses serving King Edmunds School. (iii) Coronavirus – ECC were considering an application to the Government that Essex be placed into the high level of restrictions (tier 2). (iv) Potholes in the parish had been marked up and/or completed. (v) Gas work replacement was ongoing. (vi) Various traffic surveys in the area had been requested.

20.161	At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· It was agreed that the next Full Council meeting would be held on Thursday 12 November.
· It was agreed that the next meeting of the Finance Committee would be held on Monday 23 November.

20.162	Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded and they were instructed to withdraw. 

20.163	Barrow Hall Road – meeting with Sanctuary Development. 
Members were advised of the discussion and outcomes from the meeting with Sanctuary Development on 29 September in respect of street lighting at the Barrow Hall Road end of the parish.

20.164	Contractual Matters
The item discussed would be considered by the Parish Council at a later date.

20.165	Parish Hall Lease - update
A file note following a meeting with the solicitor acting for the Parish Council on the draft lease, which had been circulated to Members, was noted.

20.166	The Chairman to declare the meeting closed.
Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 9 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *
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