




BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 14 January 2021, through online conferencing under s78 of The Coronavirus Act 2020.

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Cohen (Chair), Edmunds, Gardiner, Glover, McKillop and Steptoe (Vice Chair)

Attending:	County and District Councillors Efde, McPherson and Steptoe, M Power (Parish Clerk)

Apologies:	District Councillors Lucas-Gill and Williams.  
 	

MINUTES

21.1 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.03 pm. 

21.2 To receive apologies for absence.
	Apologies were noted, as recorded above.

21.3 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the District Council.

21.4 To approve the minutes of the Council meeting 10 December 2020 
It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Gardiner that the minutes of the meeting held 10 December 2020 be approved.

21.5	The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council
No parishioners attended the meeting on this occasion. In response to questions from Cllr McPherson in her capacity as a resident, the following was noted:
(a)	Discussion with Rochford District Council with regard to the acquisition of other amenities for the Parish is ongoing but currently in abeyance by reason of the pandemic. Any future discussion would be held in exempt session.
(b)	Cllr Steptoe had had discussions with landowners in respect of the possibility of keeping the tip road footpath open. The tip itself would remain open for some time yet.

21.6 Financial matters
a. The bank reconciliation as at 31 December 2020 would be circulated when available to Members for approval.

b. The following table of payments had been circulated to members. It was proposed by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Steptoe, that the schedule be approved.

(Councillor Cohen declared an interest in item 17, being reimbursement of her expenses, and an interest in item 19 by reason of her connection to the company.)

	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	                        321.11 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	52.95 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	156.84 

	Direct Debit
	Wave
	Water bill - hall
	                           18.61 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	                           55.42 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Salary
	                        424.42 

	BACS
	M Power
	Salary
	                     1,053.66 

	BACS
	M Power
	Expenses 11-12-20 to 14-01-21
	                           19.20 

	BACS
	M Steptoe
	Member allowance
	                           42.53 

	BACS
	R Gardiner
	Member allowance
	                           42.53 

	BACS
	S Glover
	Member allowance
	                           53.13 

	BACS
	MPE Alarms & Security Systems
	Annual maintenance contract for alarms
	                        600.00 

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	Street lighting repairs
	                        263.40 

	BACS
	Great Wakering Community Assoc
	Spring newsletter
	                           38.00 

	BACS
	P Shaw
	Tools etc for Wildlife Reserve
	                           69.95 

	BACS
	K McKillop
	Gifts for volunteers
	                           54.00 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	COTY Prizes
	                           61.00 

	BACS
	London Hearts
	Defibrillator and cabinet for village hall
	                     1,729.20 

	BACS
	Cohen TV Aerials
	New CCTV in parish hall
	                        900.00 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.1.21
	                           14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£5,970.34



c. The Clerk advised that the precept submission had been accepted by Rochford District Council.

d. The third quarter VAT claim would be submitted in due course.

21.7	Parish Council – Vacancy for a Councillor
The Clerk advised that, as required, the vacancy had been advertised on BMPC and RDC websites. There had been no request by the deadline from residents for a by-election to fill vacancy; therefore, the Parish Council could now fill the vacancy by co-option. Subject to confirmation of arrangements, it was resolved to start the process of co-option to fill the vacancy.
21.8	Wildlife Reserve
Council felt that there should be a written procedure to be followed to ensure the safety of those unlocking/locking the gates to the reserve each morning and evening. The Clerk would ensure a complete list of contact details for the volunteers was held. It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Cohen that the matter be referred to the Wildlife Reserve Committee, which would report back to Full Council. 

The head volunteer would be reminded that the Council should be informed of any changes made to the operation of the Reserve.

21.9	Governance Matters 

The draft calendar of meetings for 2021-22 was approved.

21.10	Events and projects 
a. Beautiful Barling Calendar. Sales of the 2021 calendar had been affected by the lockdown restrictions. It was agreed that the remaining stock should be offered at the reduced price of £4.99. Retail outlets would be advised, and a note would be put on the website and social media. In respect of the 2022 calendar, Cllr Bright offered to work on a design for the front picture and alternative designs would be considered. For the selection of photos – MAP and MC to collate.

b. Photography Competition winners 2020. The Headteacher of Barling Magna Primary Academy had been asked to judge the entries received. There were joint winners in the 16+ category: ‘Feather’ by Terry Poet and ‘Last of the Light’ by Dave Knight. The winner of the under 16 category for her photo ‘Barling Church from Barling Creek’ was Charlotte Capon. All winners would be presented with a certificate and a £50 Amazon gift voucher. The three winning entries will be included in the Barling 2022 calendar and the Councillors will choose a selection of the remaining entries to make up the rest of the calendar months.
(Cllr Glover declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item by virtue of her son having entered the competition.)

c. Christmas hampers. 39 hampers had been delivered and recipients had been very pleased to receive them. The Councillors are anxious to ensure that all parishioners who are eligible for a hamper receive one and are concerned that the scheme is made as widely known as possible, as early as possible, in the coming year including its promotion in the Great Wakering Community Association (GWCA) newsletter.

d. Citizen of the Year 2020. Mr & Mrs Brabbing had expressed their surprise and delight when they were (socially distanced) presented with the award by the Chair.

e. Christmas lights
Once again the judging was difficult because of the high standard of the Christmas decorations but the judging panel awarded the following places:
The winners were:

1st:  9 Mucking Hall Road
2nd: 3a Church Road
3rd: Oak Ridge, Barling Road

Each winner had received a hamper and certificate.

The judges awarded highly commended certificates to:
· 1a Church Road
· Cumin, Barling Road
· 28 Church Road.

The names of the winners would be printed in the GWCA spring newsletter.

Mr Michael Adler, a resident, had very kindly engraved the winner’s trophy free of charge and at short notice; he would be sent a letter of thanks from the Council.

The Council wished to offer its sincere thanks to the panel of judges who had given their time to judge the entries.

f. The Easter Quiz Night would be cancelled due to the uncertainty that remained in the country because of the pandemic. The option of an online quiz later in the year could be considered.

21.11	Planning matters
19/00065/BLDG_C Enforcement Appeal Notification - Land Adjacent to 246 Little Wakering Road, Little Wakering. Members wished to make the following representation to the inspector: As this is green belt land any development of any sort should be strictly restricted. The Parish Council has a further concern that if the appeal against enforcement is allowed, and the erected buildings are permitted to remain on the land, this may set a precedent and open the flood gates for similar development from neighbouring properties. In the past, adjacent properties have had successful enforcement action taken against them for the same reason. 

20.68 21.12	Draft proposals: St Mary the Virgin Church, Little Wakering
The Clerk would make contact the Church Commissioners to request that the Parish Council continue to be kept informed of any developments. (Cllr Edmunds declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item.)

21.13	Clerk’s report

The Clerk reported as follows:

a. The Clerk had attended a zoom meeting for Parish Clerks with the District Council and the development partner, GB Partnerships as part of stakeholder engagement on the District Council Asset delivery and regeneration programme. ‘Voyage’ is the brand for the programme. A Partnership Panel and Partnership Board would be overseeing the programme. There would be an opportunity for feedback via a ‘Have Your Say’ link on the website and detailed designs would be added as the programme progressed. Parish Councils were asked to share the links on their social media sites and website and with Councillors. There would be regular updates provided.
b. The defibrillator and cabinet had been ordered from the charity, London Hearts. Because of the Covid situation, the free training session for up to 50 people offered as part of the deal cannot currently take place. In the meantime, a link to an online training session would be provided. Cllr McPherson provided the contact details of an electrician who had offered to install the defibrillator free of charge: he had installed the defibrillators in Great Wakering. The Council would write to him to thank him for this.
c. Members expressed an interest in attending the safeguarding training workshop offered by Rochford District Council; the Clerk would contact the Safeguarding officer to ask for dates.
d. The Council offered its thanks to Cllr Edmunds for undertaking the PAT testing in the village hall and Cllr Bright for providing the annual gas certificate. Our thanks to Mr Richard Edmunds for replacing the exterior side doors in the village hall and adding restraining hooks. A canopy would be added in due course. The Clerk was asked to contact the NHS to see if they would like to use the hall as a vaccine centre, subject to how long the commitment would be.
e. An application for the Local Restrictions Support Grant (Closed) for the period: 05.11.20 to 01.12.20 had been accepted and a grant of £1,334 had been paid into the Council’s bank account.
f. Applications for the Local Restrictions Support Grant (Open) for the period 17 October 2020 to 4 November 2020 & 2 December 2020 to 15 December 2020 had been made.

Correspondence received
A letter of thanks from Essex & Herts Air Ambulance for the £100 donation by the Parish Council had been received.

21.14	Street Lighting
There were no reports from Councillors of faulty streetlights.
Lighting had been reported to the contractor:
· Little Wakering Road, opposite no 267, opposite no 274, opposite no 297 and by no 92
Because it was not currently possible to arrange a face-to-face meeting, a zoom meeting would be arranged with DW Windsor, a manufacturer and supplier of lighting, to discuss costed options for moving ahead with LED lighting in the Parish.

21.15 To receive a report from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest

a. Cllr McPherson reported that RDC Planning had advised that Sanctuary Housing did not intend to put in the requested signage to deter vehicles from turning left into Barrow Hall Road as they exit the new development. Essex County Highways had deemed it safe to site the exit in its current position. This would go back to the District Council for consideration. 
b. There had been reports and photos of lorries pulling into give way points on the Tip Road and dumping rubbish onto the road and into hedgerows. This would be taken up with the company concerned.
c. The Clerk would find out whether the on-line defibrillator training provided by London Hearts could be recorded and shared on social media, so that it would be available to residents. 
d. Cllr Efde advised of a forthcoming report on CCTV from Rochford District Council. Even though the waste contractor’s staffing levels had been significantly affected by the coronavirus, rubbish collections continued to be made, albeit sometimes a little later than usual.
e. In response to a question as to why the District Council car parks were still charging people attending for Covid tests and vaccinations, Cllr Efde advised that it was difficult to differentiate between shoppers and those attending test/vaccination centres; however, when it came to enforcement of parking tickets, each case was considered on its merits. No charge was being made for on-duty NHS staff.
f. Any objections to the proposed introduction of charges in the Cherry Orchard country park main car park should be raised with Cllr Efde. He advised that the budget for operation of the country park was in the region of £8,000 a year, and that income from car parking charges would help to mitigate this.
g. Cllr Steptoe advised of reports of the appearance of pallets at Southend airport. Although these could be considered a fire hazard, they did not contravene planning permission and enforcement action could not be taken.
h. It had been noted that satnav systems were sometimes directing people down wrong roads in the parish. Cllr Steptoe had provided details for the satnav companies so that contact could be made to report any map errors.
i. Cllr Steptoe reported that the Local Highways Panel was a committee of ECC, with representation on it of District Councillors and the Rochford Hundred (the latter had not attended any recent of the meetings). The LHP had an annual budget of £240,000.
j. Cllr Steptoe had met with the Cabinet Member and senior highways officers at ECC with regard to the situation of housing in his Division. He had calculated that the number of houses being built/planning applied for over the last 10 years was in the region of 3000, including large-scale developments in Roche Way, Hall Road, Rochford, the Christmas Tree farm in Hawkwell and Fossets Farm in Great Wakering and the proposed development in the Ashingdon Road. There was also huge scope for further development on the Toomey site in Cherry Orchard Way. This part of the Rochford District had provided significantly more new housing than other Divisions in the District. A vitally important consideration was how the transport network from Rochford could be improved to accommodate this increase in housing.

21.16	At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· It was agreed that the next Full Council meeting would be held on Thursday 11 February 2021.

21.17	Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

21.18	Contractual Matters

The Clerk advised that the Public Works Loan Board loan application had been submitted to the Essex Association of Local Councils as part of the approval process. The tenders received for the replacement of the three wooden bus shelters in the Parish were reviewed by Members; it was proposed by Cllr Gardiner and seconded by Cllr Edmunds that, subject to the grant of a PWLB loan, the contract would be awarded to (i) Littlethorpe of Leicester for the supply and delivery of three shelters of the hassocks design and (ii) a local contractor for the dismantling and disposal of existing shelters and installation of new shelters, including new bases if necessary. 

21.19	Parish Hall Insurance

It had not been possible for the parish hall trustees to take over responsibility for the parish hall buildings insurance as from 8 January as planned. The hall would therefore continue to be insured under the current policy, which ran until May 2021. The secretary to the trustees of the Barling Magna Parish Hall Committee would liaise with the Clerk in this respect.

21.20	Wildlife Reserve

a. A request from a resident to scatter a relative’s ashes, plant a tree and erect a bench in their honour was approved, subject to the agreement of the type of tree and bench that would be appropriate, and the location. The Clerk would liaise with the Wildlife Reserve volunteers in this respect.

b. A complaint had been received from a resident (which complaint the Councillors felt had not been substantiated). The same resident had made an offer to purchase the Wildlife Reserve. It was noted that the freehold of the Reserve is owned by Southend Borough Council and that Rochford District Council holds the head lease; Barling Magna Parish Council leases the Reserve from the District Council. The Reserve is award winning, well maintained and well used by residents. A response would be sent to the resident thanking him for his offer and advising that the Parish Council had no plans at this time to sell its interest in the Reserve.

21.21	The Chair to declare the meeting closed.
Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 9.55 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *
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