




BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 11 February 2021, through online conferencing under s78 of The Coronavirus Act 2020.

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Cohen (Chair), Gardiner, Glover, McKillop and Steptoe (Vice Chair)

Attending:	County and District Councillors Efde (from 8.25 pm), McPherson (from 8.14 pm) and Steptoe, M Power (Parish Clerk)

Apologies:	District Councillors Lucas-Gill and Williams.  
 	


MINUTES

21.22 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.03 pm. 

21.23 To receive apologies for absence.
	Apologies were noted, as recorded above.

21.24 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the District Council.

21.25 To approve the minutes of the Council meeting 14 January 2021
It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Ashdown that the minutes of the meeting held 14 January 2021 be approved.

21.26 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
No parishioners attended the meeting on this occasion.

21.27 Financial matters

a. Bank reconciliations as at 31 December 2020 and 31 January 2021 had been circulated for approval.

b. The following table of payments had been circulated to members. It was proposed by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Gardiner, and carried unanimously that the schedule be approved.




	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	                        321.11 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	44.50 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	139.90 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	                           55.42 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Salary
	                        424.42 

	BACS
	M Power
	Salary
	                     1,023.85 

	BACS
	M Power
	Clerk's ECC pension
	                        322.97 

	BACS
	M Power
	Expenses 15.1 to 11.2.21
	                           12.80 

	Debit Card
	Amazon
	Vouchers for photography competition prizes
	                        150.00 

	BACS
	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	Auditor fees for year ended 31.3.2020
	                        360.00 

	BACS
	EALC
	Financial Regulations course for Clerk
	                           84.00 

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	Street lighting repairs
	                        193.56 

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	Street lighting repairs
	                        115.80 

	BACS
	S Pavelin, Essex Country Gardens
	Grounds maintenance Oct-Dec 2020, Jan 2021
	                     1,217.04 

	BACS
	P Shaw
	Petrol Wildlife Reserve
	                             6.54 

	BACS
	Lock and Key Centre
	Padlocks and keys Wildlife Reserve
	                           28.00 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.1.21
	                           14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£4,514.30



c. The third quarter VAT claim had been submitted and credited to the bank account, in the amount of £669.53.
d. Payment of £1,441 from the County Council Locality Fund in respect of the purchase of a defibrillator for the parish hall had been credited to the bank account.
e. The Parish Council had received a further £9,333 in Rochford District Council Local Restrictions Support Grants. It was noted that if lockdown continued past 15 February, the Council would be eligible for an additional £667 for each 14-day period.
f. A payment of £360 to PKF Littlejohn, external auditors, in respect of audit of the parish council’s accounts for the year ending 31 March 2020, had been authorised by the Clerk/RFO and the Chair and paid prior to the meeting, due to urgency.

21.28	Governance matters
Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Ashdown and carried unanimously, that the draft financial management and Control Policy, which had been circulated to Members in advance of the meeting, be approved. 

21.29	Events and projects 
a. Beautiful Barling Calendar 2021. Sales of the 2021 calendar currently stood at £385.66, which represented a small loss on the cost of production. It was agreed that the price should be reduced to £2 in order to sell the remaining stock. It was noted that, in addition to sales, calendars had been given as prizes in the Christmas Lights competition, and Citizen of the Year award, etc.

b. Beautiful Barling Calendar 2022. The Clerk advised that the designer of the 2021 calendar had provided costs for various layouts suggested by Councillors for the 2022 calendar. She would be asked to provide a ‘mock-up’ calendar for consideration by Council.

Prizes had been delivered to the winners of the photography competition 2020, all three recipients had been delighted to receive the award.

c. Defibrillator for parish hall. The clerk confirmed that the defibrillator and cabinet had now been delivered and would be installed when a date had been agreed with the electrician. Cllr Steptoe asked that publicity photos be taken for Essex County Council, who had funded for the project via the County Councillor locality fund. Further publicity for local newspaper media and the EALC could be considered.

21.30	Planning matters
Planning consultation 21/00055/FUL - 344 Little Wakering Road - Proposed hip to gable conversion and extended rear dormer. The Council would respond to the consultation.

21.31	Emergency Plan/flooding issues
a. Councillors had concerns relating to flooding issues in the parish witnessed recently during periods of heavy rainfall, including flooding in Little Wakering Road and Kimberley Road. Gullies on the road flowed into ditches or soakaways, which did not have sufficient capacity.
b. Parish Council Emergency Response Plan. Members considered establishing an Emergency Response Plan for the Parish. The Clerk would provide examples of plans adopted by other parish councils. The Rochford District Council Emergency Planning officer would be asked to advise on matters such as how local volunteers should be selected and appropriate evacuation points in the event of an emergency; he would be asked to attend a meeting of the parish council to discuss the matter. It was noted that a parish council plan should dovetail with the district and county council plans. Proposals to set up a working group would be considered by Council in March. Cllrs Ashdown, Bright, Cohen, Glover and McKillop expressed an interest in being on the group and Cllr Edmunds would be approached also. Residents with local knowledge could also be invited to be members of the group.

21.32	Clerk’s report

a. Co-option. Notices were displayed in various locations in the Parish and on the Parish’s website, social media and noticeboards. The Clerk was asked to re-post this on social media; the matter would be considered at the March Council meeting.
b. The Clerk had attended a zoom meeting for the District’s Parish Clerks with the RDC acting Managing Director where information was provided on forthcoming elections and the RDC asset development plan. 
c. It was agreed that the Clerk would attend the EALC Financial Regulations course on 25 February, at a cost of £70 (discounted by 75% discount due to the Council having a precept under £80,000).
d. The Clerk had booked to attend year-end completion training on 5 March, provided by the accountancy provider, Scribe and a Q&A workshop on new reporting regulations by the Essex Pension Fund on 9 March; both were free of charge.
e. A complaint had been received from a resident that the Barling Magna Wildlife Reserve and car park were failing to be operated in a covid-secure way during lockdown. The RDC Environmental Health team had been requested to inspect the Reserve; they reported back that the current legislation allows car parks to remain open and the current controls both in the car park and the reserve itself were sufficient and compliant with Government guidelines. The resident had been advised.

21.33	Street Lighting

a. There were no reports from Councillors of faulty streetlights.
b. The following defective lighting had been reported to the contractor: Barrow Hall Road (opposite Rutland Lodge or Wakefield); Barling Road (near junction with Magna Mead); Barling Road (opposite building site/no 28); footpath that goes between Kimberley Road and Little Wakering Road.
c. The Chair and Vice-Chair provided a verbal report of their meeting with DW Windsor, lighting contractors. Information had been provided about the options currently available for LED lighting, including pre-set dimming (usually between the hours of 11/12 pm and 5 am) and anti-glare shields. Specifically discussed was supply of a replacement for the light by the junction with Carpenters Close, which was currently disabled. It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Gardiner and unanimously agreed that the quote from Windsor for the supply of an LED light and shield in this location, be accepted. It was further agreed that the light from this junction could be used to replace the problematic light along the footpath in Kimberley Road.

21.34 To receive a report from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest

a. Cllr Steptoe reported that the recent bad weather was likely to result in a greater number of potholes; these should be reported on the ECC website and a note of the reference number kept. There was a facility on the reporting tool for adding photos.
b. In respect of upcoming gas works in Stonebridge, it was hoped that the road would not have to be closed and a diversion put in place. There would be traffic lights at the Sutton road junction with Sutton Court Road as Essex Highways undertook the road surfacing works and pothole filling works near the Anne Boleyn pub. 
c. Cllr Steptoe raised the issue of the stream that runs between Little Wakering Road and Kimberley Road flooding; the water from the stream floods over the bank into the foul system. The pumping station at Kimberley Road pumps foul water only; it does not pump stream water over the sea wall. Cllr Steptoe had requested a meeting with Anglian Water to establish plans for the future use of the pumping station, which is worn out. The sluice gates to Barling Creek close when the tide comes in. The banking to the footpath that runs along the stream to the southern side gives way and collapses into the stream. There was further concern that the stream is filled with undergrowth or rubbish. The land beneath the footpath is likely to be the responsibility of the riparian landowner; Essex County Council is checking records to confirm this and will then contact landowner to see what needs to be done. The Barling Creek stream takes water from a lot of sources. The stream has not flooded into houses, but has into gardens, driveways etc and there need to be measures to control it. An option that could be considered would be the use of ‘leaky dams’, which slow the flow of the water. (Note: Cllr Steptoe declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item by virtue of the fact that the stream in question flowed at the bottom of this garden.)
d. Cllr McPherson advised that RDC had had to suspend waste collections this week, due to severe weather and safety concerns. As Chair of the Standards Committee Working group, she advised that a calendar of Member training had been devised, which included a session to be run by the Planning Advisory Service, specifically aimed at Parish Councils.
e. Cllr Edfe confirmed that the local and Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner elections scheduled for May would be going ahead.

21.35	At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
It was agreed that the next Full Council meeting would be held on Thursday 11 March 2021 and the next meeting of the Wildlife Reserve Committee would be held on Monday, 8 March 2021.

The Chair had attended a meeting of the Essex Association of Local Councils, where it was stated that, as the law currently stands, the power to hold Council meetings remotely expires on 7 May 2021; further guidance from central government was awaited. The EALC AGM was scheduled to be held on 23 September 2021 at Hylands House, Chelmsford; this would be held in conjunction with the Police and Fire and Crime Commissioner.

21.36	Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

21.37	Contractual Matters

The application for a Public Works Loan Board loan towards the replacement of the three wooden bus shelters in the Parish had been submitted. It was felt that a programme of maintenance of the new bus shelters should be built into any future budgets.

21.38	The Chair and Vice-Chair Parish had undertaken a 6-month appraisal of the Clerk, which confirmed her in post and had resulted in an adjustment upwards of one pay scale spinal point. A formal letter confirming the Clerk’s successful completion of the probation period would be sent. The Clerk requested to carry 5 days leave forward to 2021/22; proposed by Cllr Ashdown and seconded by Cllr Steptoe that this be approved – carried unanimously. 

21.39	The Chair to declare the meeting closed.
Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 8.40 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *
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