




BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 8 April 2021, through online conferencing under s78 of The Coronavirus Act 2020.

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bright (from 7.27 pm), Cohen (Chair), Edmunds, Gardiner, Glover (from 7.15 pm), McKillop, Myers and Steptoe (Vice Chair)

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe, District Councillors Lucas-Gill, McPherson (from 7.20 pm), Williams and M Power (Parish Clerk)


MINUTES

21.63 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.10 pm. 

21.64 To receive apologies for absence.
There were no apologies received.

21.65 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the District Council.

21.66 To approve the minutes of the Council meeting on 11 March and the Extraordinary Council meeting on 22 March 2021
(a) It was proposed by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Gardiner and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the meeting held on 11 March 2021 be approved, subject to the correction of minor typographical errors.
(b) It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Ashdown, and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 22 March 2021 be approved.

21.67 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
Mrs Lynda Edmunds was in attendance at the meeting, as an observer.

21.68 Financial matters

a. The bank reconciliation to 31 March 2021 had been circulated for approval. This was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Ashdown and approved unanimously.

b. The following table of payments had been circulated to members. It was noted that the direct debit amounts for Eon (parish hall electricity and gas) and British Telecom payments were not yet available; they would be reported to the Chair/Vice Chair when the amounts were available. The Chair of the Wildlife Reserve Committee, Cllr McKillop, advised of a request from the head volunteer at the Reserve for payment of £25 to cover the cost of materials for repair of the floor in the kitchen at the Reserve; an invoice had been provided. The Chair of the Council agreed that this amount could be reimbursed immediately and that it would be recorded on the payment table for May as a retrospective payment. It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr McKillop, and carried unanimously that the schedule be approved.

	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	               321.11 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	 

	BACS
	Cllr M Steptoe
	Councillor allowance
	                 42.52 

	BACS
	Cllr R Gardiner
	Councillor allowance
	                 42.52 

	BACS
	Cllr S Glover
	Councillor allowance
	                 53.12 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Salary
	               424.62 

	BACS
	M Power
	Salary
	           1,021.03 

	BACS
	M Power
	Clerk's ECC pension
	               329.04 

	BACS
	M Power
	Expenses 12.3 to 8.4.21
	                 22.40 

	BACS
	EALC
	EALC & NALC Affiliation Fees for 2021/22 
	              439.64 

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	Street lighting repairs
	               251.40 

	Debit card
	Blackwater Sign and Print Solutions
	Signs for WLR and parish hall - postage
	                   6.00 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.1.21
	                 14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£2,967.79




21.69 Governance matters
a. Annual review of the risk register for 2021-22. It was noted that the risk register showed a requirement for inspection and appropriate maintenance of the Council’s bus shelters to be undertaken every 6 months; this would be included in the work schedule. The clerk confirmed that a monthly check of the play area is undertaken, and a report filed. The Clerk was asked to provide the internal auditor with a copy of the risk assessment that had been produced in March 2020 in respect of the Covid pandemic. It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Ashdown and agreed unanimously that the Risk Register 2021/22 be approved. 
b. Annual review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Edmunds and agreed unanimously that the draft Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 2021/22, as amended, be approved. The Clerk was asked to confirm whether reference in paragraph 11.1c. of the Financial Regulations to public contracts directive 2014/24/EU required amending.

21.70 Events and Projects
The photographs for inclusion in the Beautiful Barling 2022 calendar had been agreed and the designer would be asked to produce a draft of the calendar for consideration by Council.

Cllr Steptoe commented that negotiations for the transfer of a facility within the Parish from Rochford District Council to the Parish Council could now be progressed. 
 
When plans to update and modernise the Barling Magna Parish Hall Committee (registered charity) are finalised this will open up more opportunities to apply for grant funding for projects such as additional leisure equipment for the play space. 

21.71 Emergency Plan
It was noted that Cllr Cohen had decided to step down as a member of the Emergency Plan Working Party, due to her commitments in other areas of parish council business. It was agreed that the first meeting of the working party would be scheduled for when the Council was able to meet face to face in the parish hall, when Government regulations allowed. This would enable greater public participation in discussions on formulation of the emergency plan. When a date for the public meeting was agreed it would be advertised on the Council’s website and social media pages. Cllr McPherson volunteered to join the working party as a representative of the District Council. This matter would be included on the Council’s June agenda.

21.72 Planning matters
Planning Application No: CC/ROC/20/21 – Hearing enforcement appeal - Land adjacent to 246 Little Wakering Road, Little Wakering. The Parish Council was entitled, as a consultee, to request attendance at the hearing.

21.73 St Mary the Virgin Church, Little Wakering Road – update on proposals
The Chair, Vice-Chair and Clerk had met with Nathan Whitehead, Head of Service Delivery for the Diocese of Chelmsford, on 22 March to discuss plans for the future use for St Mary the Virgin church in Little Wakering. The Chair advised that, subsequent to the meeting, it had been confirmed that there were no Restrictive Covenants shown registered at the Land Registry, other than a Restriction that no disposition of the registered estate is to be registered unless made in accordance with the New Parishes Measure 1943 or some other measure or authority. During discussion, Councillors made the following suggestions for the future use of the building: as a centre for rural pursuits, including cyclists, cycle hire, horse riders and walkers; a tearoom; as a heritage centre, as the church had a substantial history. It was acknowledged that to take the building on would be a big commitment both in the costs of making the building viable and then the ongoing maintenance and running costs. It was likely to be a project that the Parish Council could not undertake single-handedly but members were mindful of the general desire to preserve the building in some way. It was agreed that a public meeting be organised after 21 June to get views from residents as to how they would like the Parish Council to pursue these plans; Mr Whitehead should be invited to attend to answer questions. Other organisations may want to collaborate with the Parish Council on this project. Cllr McPherson offered her assistance in the funding application process.

21.74 Bins at the Wildlife Reserve 
The grounds maintenance contract provided for weekly bin emptying at the Reserve. In respect of the need to purchase additional bins, the head volunteer suggested that replacing the two open bins currently at the Reserve with closed-top bins would provide a total of five closed-top bins, which would be sufficient for the needs of the Reserve. It was felt that, because of potential hardship experienced during the pandemic, it would not be appropriate to approach local businesses for sponsorship of a bin. The Chair of the Wildlife Reserve Committee, Cllr McKillop, had sourced a company that sold a 90-litre bin, made of recycled plastic, at a cost of £110.15, plus £12.99 for a fixing kit and £15.30 for a liner. It was proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Edmunds, that two closed-top bins, as detailed above, be purchased for the wildlife reserve to replace the existing open top bins. 

21.75 Fencing at the rear of the Parish Hall
The Clerk was asked to obtain three quotes for the replacement of the fencing on the north east side of the land at the Parish Hall and to report back to Council.

21.76 Baby changing unit at the Parish Hall
Further to the approval by Council on 10-9-20 of £150 for the purchase of baby changing facilities at the hall, the Clerk was asked to provide prices for consideration at the next meeting of Council. It was suggested that the unit could be placed under the window in the disabled toilet area.

21.77 Clerk’s report
Hall booking enquiries were starting to come through and requests were being considered in line with the Government’s ‘roadmap’ out of lockdown. The exercise and kung fu classes would recommence when permitted.

21.78 Street Lighting
a. There were no reports from Councillors of faulty streetlights.
b. Windsor, the company that would supply the lighting, had asked for a decision regarding the colour spectrum required for the replacement light in Carpenters Close. The Clerk would liaise with Cllr Edmunds in this respect.

21.79 To receive a report from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest
a. Councillors wished Cllr Lucas-Gill all the best for the future, on this, his last meeting as a District Councillor.
b. Cllr Steptoe reported that: work by Essex County Council on Covid-related initiatives were ongoing; there was also focus on wellbeing and child services. 
c. Cllr McPherson advised that a meeting of the Rochford District Council (RDC) Standards Committee on 24 March had provided useful information on Members’ behaviour within the Code of Conduct. There had been instances of ASB at The Evergreens, of which the Police and Sanctuary Housing were aware. Cllr McPherson she felt that it would be useful to have representation from the Parish Council at the appeals hearing for land adjacent to 246 Little Wakering Road on 27 April. Cllr McPherson concluded by thanking the Parish Council for managing the Wildlife Reserve so beautifully and for the installation of the defibrillator at the parish hall.

21.80 At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· It was agreed that the annual Parish and Council meetings could be held on Tuesday 4 May 2021, should the legislation to allow the continuation of remote Council meetings not be extended past 6 May. However, if this legislation is extended, the meetings could be held on 13 May, as scheduled.
· The Chair had circulated an outside body report following her attendance at the EALC (Essex Association of Local Councils) meeting on 18 March. The combined EALC AGM and Essex Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner’s conference is planned for 23 September 2021 to be held at Hylands House, Chelmsford, Government restrictions permitting.
· The Chair had attended a social media course run by RDC, which she had found very useful.

21.81 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

21.82 Benefit for the Parish arising from Sanctuary Housing liabilities relating to the Barrow Hall Road development.
There was discussion on the detail of the proposal by Sanctuary Housing regarding a project that would provide benefit for the Parish arising from their liabilities relating to the Barrow Hall Road development.

21.83 To declare the meeting closed
Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 9.20 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.

*  *  *  *  *  * 
                       


2

