




BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Tuesday, 4 May 2021, through online conferencing under s78 of The Coronavirus Act 2020.

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Cohen (Chair), Edmunds, Gardiner, Glover, McKillop, Myers and Steptoe (Vice Chair)

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe, District Councillor McPherson and M Power (Parish Clerk)


MINUTES

21.84 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.05 pm. 

21.85 Election of officeholders for the 2021-22 Council year.
a. Chairman:  nominated by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that Councillor Cohen serve as Chairman. For 9; against 0; abstained 0. Carried
b. Vice-Chairman:  nominated by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Cohen that Councillor Steptoe serve as Vice-Chairman. For 9; against 0; abstained 0. Carried
The Clerk would deliver the statutory declarations of acceptance forms for signature and witness to Councillors.

21.86 To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from District Councillor Williams.

21.87 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the County and District Councils.

21.88 To agree membership of internal and external committees for 2021-22
See appendix.

21.89 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 8 April 2021
It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Ashdown and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 April 2021 be approved.

21.90 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
No parishioners attended the meeting on this occasion.

21.91 Governance matters
a. The draft annual work programme for the Council for 2021-22 was approved for adoption.
b. Internal auditor’s report – this item was deferred as it had not yet been received.
c. Annual Governance and Accountability Return – this item was deferred as it had not yet been signed by the auditor.
d. Proposed by Councillor Glover, seconded by Councillor Edmunds and agreed unanimously that Auditing Solutions Ltd be reappointed as internal auditor for the year to 31 March 2022.

21.92 Financial matters
a. The bank reconciliation to 30 April 2021 was not yet available and would be presented for approval at the June meeting.
b. The following table of payments had been circulated to members. It was noted that the direct debit amounts for Eon street lighting power and British Telecom payments were not yet available; they would be reported when the amounts were available.

	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	Not available 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	Account £13.76 in credit 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	Account £2.09 in credit 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	Not available 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Salary
	               428.22 

	BACS
	M Power
	Salary
	           1,021.03 

	BACS
	Essex Pensions
	Clerk's ECC pension
	               329.04 

	BACS
	M Power
	Expenses 9.4.21 to 4.5.21
	                 19.20 

	BACS
	Brunel
	New laptop for the clerk, antivirus and support time
	               543.36 

	BACS
	K McKillop
	Two bins for Wildlife Reserve
	               298.56 

	Debit card
	Cartridge Save
	Toner for office printer
	                 90.21 

	Debit card
	Blackwater Printing
	Signs for Wildlife Reserve
	                 42.00 

	BACS
	P Shaw
	New litter bin fixings
	                 21.94 

	BACS
	GWCA
	Summer newsletter
	                 38.00 

	BACS
	P Shaw
	Repair of kitchen floor WLR
	                 25.00 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.6.21
	                 14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£2,870.95



c. The clerk provided an update on the Council’s main insurance policy, which was currently held through Came & Co, and which was due to expire on 31 May 2021. The Council had received renewal documentation from Came & Co advising that they had undertaken a full review of their panel of insurers and had obtained competitive quotes from three different companies. Came & Co proposed the cheapest of these with Pen Underwriting Limited, at a cost of £2281.91, plus £50 administration fee, for an annual policy. There are changes to excesses relating to employment, which give the Council the use of the company’s in-house legal team. The Clerk had invited quotes from Zurich and BHIB but had not heard back from them. It was recommended that the Council accept the quote from Pen Underwriting Limited, which represented an increase of £394 from the 3-year policy negotiated in 2018; this would ensure that the Council has appropriate insurance in place. It was agreed that the Parish Council would continue to insure the hall building for the next 12-months. In future years, as the freeholder, the Barling Magna Community Trust would insure the hall building and claim the cost back from the Parish Council.

21.93 Events and Projects
a. The Clerk was asked to obtain three quotes for the replacement of the fencing at the rear of the Parish Hall and to report back to Council. The Clerk would liaise with the Chair and other Councillors and report into the June meeting.
b. Baby changing unit for the parish hall. Further to the approval by Council on 10.9.2020 of £150 for the purchase of baby changing facilities at the hall, the Clerk had provided prices for consideration by Councillors. There being no suitable location in the disabled toilet area to fix a permanent changing unit, it was proposed by Cllr Edmunds, seconded by Cllr Gardener and agreed unanimously that a freestanding table be bought. Signs to advise that use of the unit is the responsibility of the user would be displayed.
c. A request from the hall manager for a dog waste bin at the playspace was discussed. There is currently no litter or dog waste bin. A surplus bin from the Wild Life Reserve could be moved to the playspace. The Clerk was asked to enquire of the grounds maintenance contractor the cost of moving the bin and the ongoing maintenance cost of emptying - which could be sychronised with grass mowing at the playspace. The bin could be utilised as both a litter and dog waste bin. It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Edmunds and agreed unanimously that, subject to a reasonable costing, a bin would be installed outside of the playspace on the access road, which is owned by the Parish Council. Some Councillors expressed the view that in principle dogs should be prohibited from a children’s play area and that the installation of a dog waste bin would encourage more dog walkers into the playspace. It was agreed that the question of whether the Playspace should be designated a “dog free” area will be an item on June’s Council agenda.
d. (i) The photographic competition for 2021 would be launched under the same terms and conditions as the previous year, and would be advertised on the Council’s social media and website. 
(ii) Councillors considered the draft 2022 Barling Calendar provided by the designer using entries from the 2020 photographic competition; minor changes were agreed. Cllr Bright would provide Councillors with some aerial shots of the Parish to be considered for the front cover. The designer would be asked for a mock-up of the calendar and to provide costings. This would be considered by Council at its June meeting.
e. Future events. It was agreed to hold a Halloween Quiz Night in the hall on Saturday 30 October 2021. Tickets could start to be sold at the end of August.
 
21.94 Planning matters
Planning Application No: 21/00337/FUL – Burtons Farm, Barling Road: demolish existing outbuilding bungalow and erect single storey, front, side and rear extensions. The Parish Council wished to relay its reservations that the works may result in a property that is out of character with surrounding property. 

21.95 Clerk’s report
· The Clerk had met with the hall manager to discuss how the current bookings system could be updated and simplified, including how deposits are paid and refunded. The use of the ‘Square’ device for payment, which was used by other local councils, would be set up as soon as possible.
· There was now a new volunteer at the Wildlife Reserve.
· PC Tony Thomas, one of the Town Centre Team officers, had written to the Clerk to advise that he is working on a project to identify the location of all the emergency defibrillators with the Castle Point and Rochford districts, so that Police are aware of them in emergencies. Although all police officers are trained in the use of defibrillators, there is not one in every vehicle and there may be times when the police arrive at an emergency before the ambulance service. The code to access the defibrillator at the parish hall had been shared with PC Thomas.
· The Clerk had attended an EALC Instagram course on 21 April, which discussed the use and benefit of a parish council having an Instagram presence to encourage more people, and in particular younger people, to interact with the Council.
· The Clerk wished to enrol on the CiLCA course starting at the end of May. This was agreed unanimously.
· The recent High Court ruling had stated that the legislation that allowed local councils to hold their meetings online would not be extended. Therefore, online meetings would not be legally permitted as from 7 May 2021.
21.96 Street Lighting
a. There were no reports from Councillors of faulty streetlights.
b. The clerk had liaised with Cllr Edmunds regarding the colour spectrum required for the replacement light in Carpenters Close.

21.97 To receive a report from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest
a. Cllr McPherson advised that (i) at the last Rochford District Council meeting of the Executive the Parks for Nature project had been ratified in respect of open spaces across the District, which would include the Barling Magna Wildlife Reserve, to make them better environmentally. There would be engagement with the local community, including parish councils. (ii) In Cherry Orchard Country Park it would be impractical to have additional dog bins because it was not possible to get round them to empty them. Rochford District Council had made very successful use of cameras to identify instances of dog fouling (iii) The Speedwatch team would be in the area following the local elections on 6 May.
b. Cllr Steptoe was available, as always, to respond to any questions with regard to Essex County Council.

21.98 At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· It was agreed that the Wildlife Reserve Committee would hold its 7 June meeting at the Reserve. The meeting of Full Council would be held ‘face to face’ at the village hall on Thursday 10 June; a risk assessment would be carried out.
· Management of an additional recreation area within the parish would be considered at the June meeting of the Council.
· The option of undertaking a survey of ‘habitat and protected species’ at the wildlife reserve would be an item for consideration at June’s council meeting.
· The Essex Association of Local Councils would be asked for an update on the Council’s loan application to the Public Works Loan Board for the replacement of the three wooden bus shelters. 
· The options for refitting new locks at the Committee Room at the parish hall would be established.
· The cost of adding a wooden canopy over the side entrance to the hall, in keeping with the existing porch, should be explored and reported to the June meeting of the Council.
· It was confirmed that the Hall Manager makes inspections of the defibrillator unit as part of her weekly inspection of the parish hall.

21.99 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

21.100 Clerk’s annual appraisal
It was noted that the Clerk’s annual appraisal by the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Council had been undertaken and it had been agreed that she had made good progress since taking on the role of Clerk in August 2020. The Clerk would be undertaking an appraisal of the Hall Manager.

21.101 To declare the meeting closed
Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 9 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.



*  *  *  *  *  * 




APPENDIX 1 – COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS FOR 2021-22

The Chair and Vice-Chair are members ex officio of all Committees and Working Parties. 

	Committee / Working Party

	Names of Councillors

	Finance Committee
	Ashdown, Cohen, Glover, Myers and Steptoe


	Personnel Committee

	Ashdown, Cohen, Edmunds, Gardiner and Steptoe

	Wildlife Reserve Committee
	Bright, Edmunds, Gardiner, McKillop, Myers


	Funding Working Party
	Ashdown, Cohen and McKillop


	Emergency Plan Working Party
	Ashdown, Bright, Edmunds, Glover, McKillop





APPENDIX 2 - REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE COMMITTEES AND BODIES 

	Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils
	Cohen (substitute Ashdown)


	Crime Prevention / Community Police
	Edmunds (substitute McKillop)


	Sea Wall / Flooding Matters

	 Bright (substitute vacancy)
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