




BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 11 August 2021, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Cohen (Chair), Edmunds, Glover, McKillop, Myers and Steptoe (Vice Chair)

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe and M Power (Parish Clerk)



MINUTES

21.147 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7 pm. 

21.148 To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllrs Bright and Gardiner, District Cllrs Gooding, McPherson, Myers and Williams.

21.149 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the County and District Councils. Cllr Edmunds declared an interest in item 21.154 f. of the agenda by virtue of a family member having been invited to provide a quotation for the work.

21.150 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 8 July 2021
It was proposed by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr McKillop, and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 July 2021 be approved.

21.151 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
A resident, Mrs Barbara Bier, attended the meeting to ask the Council about the Rochford District Council (RDC) New Local Plan: Spatial Options consultation. Mrs Bier raised a number of concerns but primarily that the Council is required by Government to provide 7200 new dwellings in the area, which would seriously impact on the quality of life of residents and that the current infrastructure would not be able to cope with this influx. She had also raised concerns with the RDC Strategic Planning Officer about the amount of green belt being presented on the document for possible development. The Strategic Planning Officer advised that he had estimated that 5,000 of the required homes could be accommodated without using greenbelt land. Mrs Bier felt that the Parish Council, therefore, should challenge the requirement of having to build 7,200 in the District and offer 5,000 as a compromise, on the basis that this would protect the greenbelt from development. 

During discussion, it was noted that only central government can change the status of the greenbelt and that it was likely that only a small percentage of the sites put forward would be taken up. It is not a requirement that the land has to be owned by the proposer for the land to be put forward for development.
 
All councils in England have been given a housing target; if a Council does not have a plan, developers can apply direct to Government to build homes on sites. The District Council, therefore, is obliged to put out a call for sites. 

A serious concern was that, under the Duty to Cooperate, a neighbouring council can approach another council to build some of its quota on another council’s land; the other council cannot object to this. It was noted that Southend Borough Council had been set a target of 25,000 homes. 

Rochford District Council would provide for 35% of the new homes built to be social housing; RDC would retain 100% nomination rights for allocating to these properties.

The consultation is now open for comment on any of the sites put forward in the document; any material planning objections submitted would be considered. Rochford District Council is encouraging as many people as possible to respond to the consultation; there is a link on the RDC website and a roadshow on 26 August in Great Wakering.

Mrs Anne Ashdown (in her capacity as a resident of the parish) asked a question about the District Council waste collection contract. Cllr Steptoe advised that Veolia had merged with Suez, who would continue to hold the contract until renewal in 18 months. When negotiating the contract at that time, the Council may need to consider a separate collection of food waste and garden waste, which is currently collected in a combined bin.

21.152 Financial matters
a. It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Myers and agreed unanimously that the bank reconciliations to 30 June and 31 July 2021, which had been circulated previously, be approved. 

b. The following table of payments had been circulated to members. Approved by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Steptoe and agreed unanimously.







	
		 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	               320.41 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	28.84 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	0.00 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	                 89.10 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Salary
	               426.42 

	BACS
	M Power
	Salary
	           1,025.83 

	BACS
	Essex Pensions
	Clerk's ECC pension
	               262.20 

	BACS
	M Power
	Expenses 9.7.21 to 11.8.21
	                 20.00 

	BACS
	Eurolube
	Oil for Wildlife Reserve
	                 23.36 

	BACS
	Kelly Hutsby Designs
	Calendar design
	               121.50 

	Debit card
	Ryman Stationery
	Two A4 notebooks
	                   5.99 

	BACS
	Scribe Accounts
	Annual software licence
	               474.00 

	Debit card
	Potash Garden Centre
	Pots, plants, compost - parish hall
	                 84.45 

	BACS
	HMRC
	Quarter 1 payment 21-22 salary deductions
	               312.77 

	BACS
	SLCC
	CiLCA Registration
	               410.00 

	BACS
	EALC
	CiLCA portfolio booklet
	                   9.10 

	BACS
	EALC
	Clerk's CiLCA Introduction to Planning
	                 90.00 

	BACS
	EALC
	Clerk's CiLCA Standing Orders
	                 84.00 

	BACS
	EALC
	Clerk's CiLCA Bespoke CiLCA course
	               108.00 

	BACS
	EALC
	Clerk's CiLCA course
	               690.00 

	BACS
	EALC
	Clerk's CiLCA Code of Conduct course
	                 84.00 

	BACS
	EALC
	Councillor training days - Cllr D Myers
	               216.00 

	Debit card
	Post Office
	Stamps
	                   1.70 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.8.21
	                 14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£4,902.06



	



c. The clerk advised that the VAT claim of £613.18 for Quarter 1 2021/22 had been credited to the Council’s bank account.

d. Funds for the courses related to the Clerk’s CiLCA qualification would be reimbursed (at 80%) from the Essex Clerks Training Bursary. Reimbursement for the CiLCA qualification and payment towards registration would be made following successful completion of the qualification.

e. The Clerk reported that the audit return submitted to the external auditors had been accepted, subject to final review. The Clerk was thanked for her work in achieving this.



21.153 Lone Working Policy
a. The Policy had been recommended to Council for approval by the Wildlife Reserve Committee; it was proposed by Cllr Glover, seconded by Cllr McKillop and agreed unanimously that the policy be adopted.

21.154 Events and Projects
a. Two quotes had been received for replacement of the fencing at the rear of the parish hall; a further quote would be sought. Prices had been requested for metal railings as an alternative to wooden fencing; however, the cost would be prohibitive. (Cllr Edmunds declared an interest in this item by virtue of family members living in the location.) It was noted that the vegetation in the area would need to be removed prior to the works.
b. Bus Shelters Update. Essex County Highways had advised that the shelter outside the hall would need a highways licence prior to commencement of the works. The necessary application was in hand. The noticeboards in the existing shelters would be transferred to the new shelters.
c. Beautiful Barling Calendar. The printed copies had been received from the printers and would be marketed in due course.
d. Quiz night – Saturday 30 October. The Frying Pan would be providing fish and chips. Although there was a slight increase in cost, it was agreed that ticket prices would remain at the 2018 rate of £12. The capacity of the hall would be established, and the event advertised. A budget of £60 for raffle prizes and quiz winner prizes was agreed; donations of raffle prizes would also be sought. Cllr Steptoe agreed to be quizmaster. 
e. Parish Scarecrow competition. The competition had been widely advertised and applications had been received; it would be readvertised.
f. Parish Hall. The Clerk had received one quote and was awaiting further quotes from carpenters for a custom-built canopy for the side door to the hall. An update would be given at the next meeting.
g. The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations: 5 June 2022. Marquee prices were being sought and the ‘Daisy Bowlers’ had been provisionally booked and had kindly agreed to contain their fee to a charity rate of £300. There would be a need for a generator. The Castle pub would be invited to partake in the event, particularly with a view to the provision of hot food. The Chair would make enquiries regarding the provision of strawberry or cream teas. The Clerk would establish whether the Council’s insurance policy covered the event having to be cancelled due to bad weather. The Chair would put forward information regarding a countrywide Beacon lighting event scheduled for 2 June.
h. Illustrated map of the Wildlife Reserve. The artist would be drafting the map in the forthcoming weeks for review by the Council.
 
21.155 Rochford District Council New Local Plan 
Councillors would respond individually to the Local Plan: Spatial Options consultation. The Parish Council would respond also on behalf of the Council.

21.156 Rochford District Council Community Safety Fund. Each Parish Council could apply for a grant of up to £2,500, which would need to be match funded. It was suggested that a defibrillator at the Stonebridge end of the parish would be of great benefit to residents; the Clerk would make enquiries about the viability of using the power supply via the electricity poles to serve the defibrillator.

21.157 St Mary’s Church
The Head of Service Delivery at the Diocese of Chelmsford would be providing his availability for a public meeting and had requested that a representative from the national church be invited to attend the meeting.

21.158 Planning matters
Planning Application No: 21/00742/FUL – 2 Vine Cottages, Barling Road, Barling – proposed outbuilding for use as home office or gym. The Parish Council had no comment to make on this application.

21.159 Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
The Chair updated on the meetings of Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils.

21.160 Clerk’s report
· Cllr McKillop had registered to attend dementia training, which was free of charge. Cllr Myers wished to attend also and would register.
· The replacement LED light and shield for installation by the junction with Carpenters Close would be delivered that week.
· At present the London Hearts trainers are not conducting any face-to-face training on how to use the defibrillator. They would shortly be sending out a full professionally recorded demonstration with list of FAQ’s that could be used on an ongoing basis.

21.161 Street Lighting
a. There were no reports from Councillors of faulty streetlights.

21.162 To receive a report from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest
a. Cllr Steptoe advised that the results of the 7-day speed survey on Little Wakering Road, commencing 14 July had recorded a total of 11,405 vehicles, with an average daily speed of 21.3 mph. Therefore, it did not warrant ECC calming measures.

21.163 At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· It was agreed that the meeting of Full Council would be held on Thursday 16 September, which was a change from the scheduled date of 9 September. The meeting would be held in the Committee Room.
· The Council wished to pass on its congratulations to the organisers of the classic car event held at The Parry, which was both excellent and well-organised. It was hoped that the event would be held again next year. The Parish Council’s thanks would also be conveyed to the Castle Pub for their assistance.




21.164 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

21.165 Consideration of the management of an additional recreation area within the parish 
An onsite meeting was scheduled for the following week with Rochford District Council to discuss the detail of the management of the area.

21.166 To declare the meeting closed
Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 9.30 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.


*  *  *  *  *  * 
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