


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE WILDLIFE RESERVE COMMITTEE meeting held on Monday 7 June 2021 at the Wildlife Reserve, Mucking Hall Road, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:	Councillors Cohen, Edmunds, McKillop and Myers. 

In attendance:	Mr J Goodman and Mr P Shaw (volunteers) and M Power (Parish Clerk). 

MINUTES

1. The Chairman to declare the meeting open. 
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00pm.  

2. Appointment of Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the 2021-22 Council year
a. Chairman: nominated by Cllr Cohen, seconded by Cllr Edmunds and carried unanimously that Cllr McKillop serve as Chairman of the Committee.
b. Vice Chairman: nominated by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Cohen and carried unanimously that Cllr Edmunds serve as Vice-Chairman of the Committee.

3. To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Bright, Gardiner and Steptoe.

4. To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a. No declarations were received.

5. To agree the Minutes of the Wildlife Reserve Committee held on 8 March 2021 
a. Proposed by Cllr Cohen and seconded by Cllr McKillop that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 March 2021 were agreed as a correct record and approved.

6. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Committee on matters relating to the Wildlife Reserve 
a. There were none present. 

7. Volunteers’ matters 
a. The Head volunteer reported that the bird hide would be able to open from 21 June, subject to Government Covid regulations at the time. A maximum of 2 people were permitted in the hide at any time.
b. Three new volunteers had joined the team since the last meeting, including one with a degree in ecological studies and one with a degree in forestry.
c. The equipment requests from the last meeting of the Committee had been approved by Full Council for purchase.

8. Current Topics
a. Lone Working Policy. The draft policy was considered and would be recommended to Full Council for approval.
b. Bin Emptying. The bins at the Reserve should be emptied weekly; the grounds maintenance contractor would be contacted in this respect.
c. Planting of donated trees. All donated trees had been planted, including silver birches, oak, and willows around the pond.
d. PAT testing. Cllr Edmunds would liaise with the head volunteer.
e. Survey of Habitat and protected species at the Reserve. The Committee recommended to Full Council that an updated habitat survey be considered.
f. Map of Barling Magna Wildlife Reserve and Children’s Questionnaire. An offer to produce an illustrated map of the Reserve, free of charge, from a local illustrator was discussed. This could be tailored for different ages and show different seasons and species at the Reserve. It was felt that an A2 size map would be an appropriate size for display at the Reserve.

9. The next meeting of the Committee
· Monday, 6 September 2021 was the next scheduled date.

10. Exchange of Information.
a. There was no discussion on this item.

11. Exclusion of the Press and the Public 
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

12. Update on Private and Confidential Matters

Neither the Council nor individual Councillors had responded to comments made recently on Facebook.

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 8.05 pm, thanking members and volunteers for their attendance.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *
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