




BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 14 October 2021, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Cohen (Chair), Edmunds, Gardiner, Glover, McKillop, Myers and Steptoe (Vice Chair)

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe, District Councillors Efde and Gooding and M Power (Parish Clerk)

MINUTES

21.189 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7 pm. 

21.190 Presentation to winners of the Barling Magna Scarecrow Competition
The winners of the scarecrow competition, Jack and Rebecca Sendall, were presented with their prize by the Chair of the Council. They were congratulated on their scarecrow, which was both original and well constructed.

21.191 To receive apologies for absence.
	Apologies were received from District Cllrs McPherson, Myers and Williams.

21.192 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the County and District Councils.
Cllr Edmunds declared an interest in item 21.196 e. of the agenda by virtue of a family member having been invited to provide a quotation for the work.

21.193 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 16 September 2021
It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Gardener, and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the meeting held on 16 September 2021 be approved.

21.194 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
There were none present on this occasion.

21.195 Financial matters
(a) It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr McKillop and agreed unanimously that the bank reconciliation to 30 September 2021, which had been circulated previously, be approved.

(b) The following table of payments had been circulated to members. Members agreed that a payment request of £220.28 from Mrs Steptoe for Christmas hamper purchases, which had been received after the table had been produced, would be approved for payment. Approved by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Ashdown and agreed unanimously.

	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	               244.00 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	49.00 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	24.37 

	Direct Debit
	WAVE
	Parish hall water
	77.81 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	                46.74 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Salary
	              426.42 

	BACS
	M Power
	Salary
	           1,012.97 

	BACS
	Essex Pensions
	Clerk’s ECC pension
	              329.04 

	BACS
	M Power
	Expenses 17.9.21 to 14.10.21
	                19.20 

	BACS
	R Gardiner
	Councillor allowance
	                42.53 

	BACS
	S Glover
	Councillor allowance
	                53.13 

	BACS
	D Myers
	Councillor allowance
	                42.53 

	BACS
	M Steptoe
	Councillor allowance
	                42.53 

	Debit card
	Amazon
	Prizes Scarecrow competition
	              100.00 

	Debit card
	Brand Identity
	Wildlife Reserve PPE
	                71.28 

	Debit card
	Royal British Legion
	Unknown Tommy Remembrance Day
	              235.00 

	BACS
	PKF Accountancy
	External audit 2020/21
	             360.00 

	BACS
	EALC
	WLR Chair training part 1 14/10/21 
	              108.00 

	BACS
	EALC
	WLR Chair training part 2 16/11/21 
	              108.00 

	BACS
	EALC
	WLR Chair training part 3 14/12/21 
	              108.00 

	BACS
	Brunel
	Colour printer for clerk
	             399.00 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	Christmas hampers items
	                91.33 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	Quiz night prizes and raffle prizes
	                60.00 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	Plants for parish hall dingy
	                26.97 

	BACS
	Eurolube
	Gas oil Wildlife Reserve
	                26.25 

	BACS
	MPE Alarms
	Alarm maintenance Parish hall
	               57.60 

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	Street lighting repairs
	              522.00 

	Debit card
	P Shaw
	Wildlife Reserve PPE equipment
	                54.50 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.8.21
	               14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£4,752.59


(c) To ensure that the Parish Council’s funds fall within the Government limit for protection the Council asked that the Clerk look into the opening of a deposit account with another institution and report back to the next meeting.
(d) Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Myers, and agreed unanimously, that a donation of £100 be made to Essex & Herts Air Ambulance.
(e) Proposed by Cllr Cohen, seconded by Cllr Bright, and agreed unanimously, that a Remembrance Day flag be purchased to be flown on the flagpole at the front of the hall.
(f) Hedgehogs. A report had been received from a resident that many hedgehogs had been killed by cars in the area and requested that the Council erect warning signs. Cllr Steptoe would raise this with the Local Highways Panel.

21.196 Events and Projects

a. Two quotes had been received for replacement of the fencing at the rear of the parish hall; a further quote would be sought. The Council’s standing orders required three quotes over £3,000. EALC guidance could be sought if three quotes were not received. An update would be provided to the next meeting of Council. (Cllr Edmunds declared an interest in this item by virtue of family members living in the location.)
b. Quiz night – Saturday 30 October. 76 tickets had been sold, which was appropriate for hall capacity.
c. Beautiful Barling Calendar. Locations within the vicinity would be asked to sell calendars, which were priced at £7.99. The calendars would also be advertised on social media and be on display at the cake sale in the village hall in December.
d. Citizen of the Year Award. This would be advertised on the website, on social media, and on posters around the parish.
e. Parish Hall. The Clerk had received two quotes for a custom-built canopy for the side door to the hall. The Council’s standing orders state that three quotes should be sought, but they allow discretion if all efforts have been made. After much effort only two quotes had been received and it was proposed by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Steptoe and agreed unanimously that the contract be awarded to Richard Edmunds. An electrician would be contacted to quote for putting a light in the canopy. It was noted that the quote received had been valid for 30 days from 5 October, which date had passed, so the contractor would be asked if the price remained unchanged. (Councillor Edmunds left the room during discussion of this item.)
f. Permission would need to be sought from the landowner/Essex Highways to site a dog waste bin in the Stonebridge area. In respect of a dog waste bin at the Parry and a waste litter bin outside the play area in Little Wakering, Rochford District Council may be able to supply the bins if they had surplus.
g. The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations: 5 June 2022. A quote had been received for 3 portaloos, a disabled portaloo and marquee; it was proposed by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Bright and agreed unanimously that the 20% deposit required be approved for payment. Ideas for events at the event were discussed as well as how the price paid to stall holders should be calculated. The Clerk would seek a quote for insurance cover for the event having to be cancelled due to bad weather. The Chair had made some initial enquiries but reported that pony rides would not be viable because of insurance cover costs; there was one potential caterer and enquiries would be made of a second; a tug of war competition was an option; further stall holder enquiries would be made.
h. Beacon lighting 2 June 2022. It was agreed not to proceed with the purchase of a beacon, £490 plus VAT, due to the cost.
i. Great Garden Trail 2022. A post could be put on Facebook to ascertain if there was an appetite among residents for taking part in the Garden Trail. The event could be undertaken jointly with Great Wakering parish.

21.197 Cyber insurance. The Clerk advised that although the Council’s insurance policy does not offer cyber-crime insurance specifically, it provides cover for the following: should a loss, misuse or unauthorised disclosure of personal data arise which results in the infringement of a person’s legal rights; legal defence cover for a civil claim made against the council for compensation in the event of a data breach under the GDPR Act; Internet and email cover which insures the Council in the event a claim is brought due to the content of the Council’s website or email systems; loss and damage caused to the Council’s own systems following the actions of a hacker. In light of the above, the Council decided not to purchase separate, specialist cyber-crime insurance cover.

21.198 Barling Magna Emergency Plan. A date for an emergency scenario meeting to be run by the Rochford Emergency Planning Officer could be arranged in conjunction with Great Wakering/Sutton parishes. A Barling Magna Parish Plan would be drafted. It was suggested that people living in bungalows could ‘buddy up’ with those in houses, which would be relevant should there be a flooding emergency.

21.199 Rochford District Council Community Safety Fund
A defibrillator at the Stonebridge end of the parish would satisfy the Fund’s criteria for approval. The clerk would contact UK Power Networks in respect of the viability of using the power supply via electricity poles to serve the defibrillator and report back to the next meeting.

21.200 Highways Devolution Scheme
Essex County Council (ECC) had launched a scheme to devolve some decision-making on highways matters to parish councils. There were concerns raised by Councillors at the level of the budget proposed for payment to the Council. No action to be taken at this point.

21.201 St Mary’s Church
The meeting on 21 September had been very well attended by residents and notes would be available shortly. It was noted that a St Mary’s Church Facebook page had been set up. A further public meeting had been arranged to take place on 18 January 2022.

21.202 Planning Matters
Planning Application No: 21/01118/FUL 47 Church Road, Barling Magna - proposed demolition and reconstruction of existing garage. The Parish Council had no comment to make on this application.

21.203 Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
The Chair had attended the Essex Association of Local Councils (EALC) annual general meeting, where the motion for the amendment to the Constitution to allow the appointment of a separate RFO and CEO had been passed. By reason of other commitments, Cllr Cohen had decided to step down from the Executive Committee of the EALC from November. She would be attending a meeting of the Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils the following week.

21.204 Clerk’s report
· The Clerk reported that the winter salt had been delivered; Cllr Edmunds was thanked for transporting all of the sacks of salt to the store at the back of the hall.
· Higgins Partnership had advised that arrangements for the electricity connection works at the Wildlife Reserve were underway.
· The Hall Manager had advised that there was a further block-booking at the hall for Wednesday evenings.
· The ECC Passenger Transportation Unit had advised that the licence to install the new bus shelters would be approved shortly.

21.205 Street Lighting
a. A request from Cllr Bright that the current streetlight outside St Mary’s Church in Little Wakering Road be replaced with an LED light was approved and the Clerk would make arrangements for this to be done.
b. In respect of the newly fitted LED light in Carpenters Close, the contractor had confirmed that the narrowest of optics to suit the application had been installed and that the product had been fitted with an anti-glare shield. The company would check that the luminaire had been pre-set to dim between midnight and 5am by 50%. Council agreed that there is an absolute need for a streetlight in this location, as it is by a bus stop and is heavily used by children.

21.206 Reports from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest
a. Cllr Efde advised of two RDC consultations: the budget (deadline 24 October) and Council Tax Support Scheme consultation, which it was hoped would simplify the claiming process.
b. Cllr Gooding advised that he had litter picked in Barling Magna, including rubbish and fly tipping in Barrow Hall Road. A foodshare scheme for local families had been set up. Rochford Parish Council had set up an exhibition to display the Rochford District tapestry. The tapestry may be available for display in All Saints Church, Barling, if this was requested. The District Council had arranged a ‘cool cooking’ session for 7-14 year-olds during half term. The parish council could consider operating a similar scheme in Barling.
c. Cllr Steptoe advised that at the Essex County Council Full Council meeting a motion had been put forward to give to Committee Chairmen the discretion to hold meetings outside the Council Chamber; it was felt that this might enable local people to attend meetings. The Leader of the Council had spoken of how the ‘levelling up’ agenda could be applied across Essex; his speech could be forwarded to Councillors. The County Council Budget process is currently underway, with social care the biggest item. The railings at the junction of Shopland Road and Barling Road had been repaired. Notification had been received that ECH were closing Barrow Hall Road between 1-26 November to enable the new development to connect to underground services. Essex County Highways had recommended to Rochford District Council Planning Committee that the planning application at number 1 Kingsmead Cottages be refused.

21.207 At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· It was agreed that the meeting of Full Council would be held on Thursday 11 November and the meeting of the Finance Committee would be held on Monday 22 November 2021.
· The Barling Magna Wildlife Reserve had once again received the Green Flag award, which would be displayed at the Reserve.
· From 28 October the large poppies would be on display around the area.

21.208 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

21.209 Staffing Matters. Following an incident of the hall intruder alarm going off continuously one night, the Clerk was asked to contact the alarm company to see if the cut-out time could be altered. A lone working policy would be drafted to put arrangements in place to protect staff attending the hall when the alarm sounded. It was agreed that a member of staff should not attend the hall at night alone.

21.210 Grounds Maintenance Contract. The draft specification would be circulated to Councillors for approval prior to being sent out to companies to quote for the contract.

21.211 Consideration of the management of an additional recreation area within the parish 
Following the onsite meeting, Rochford District Council had been asked to confirm that it was still planned that the matter be brought to RDC Full Council in December.

21.212 To declare the meeting closed
Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 8.40 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.

*  *  *  *  *  * 
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