




BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 9 December 2021, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Cohen, Gardener, McKillop, Myers and Steptoe

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe, District Councillor Gooding and M Power (Parish Clerk)

MINUTES

21.237 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7 pm. 

21.238 To receive apologies for absence.
	Apologies were received from Cllrs Edmunds and Glover and District Cllrs Myers and Williams.

21.239 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the County and District Councils. 

21.240 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 11 November 2021
It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr McKillop, and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the meeting held on 11 November 2021 be approved.

21.241 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
There were none present on this occasion.

21.242 Financial matters
(a) It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Ashdown and agreed unanimously that the bank reconciliation to 30 November 2021, which had been circulated previously, be approved.

(b) The following table of payments had been circulated to Members. Approved by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Bright and agreed unanimously.

	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	               320.84 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	41.68 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	100.66 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	                 46.74 

	Direct Debit
	Public Works Loan Board
	Loan repayment 
	           2,447.10 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Salary
	               426.42 

	BACS
	M Power
	Salary
	           1,021.03 

	BACS
	Essex Pensions
	Clerk's ECC pension
	               329.04 

	BACS
	M Power
	Expenses 11.11.21 to 8.12.21
	                 38.40 

	BACS
	Essex Country Gardens
	Grounds Maintenance Oct, Nov, Dec 21
	               912.78 

	BACS
	EWP Consultancy
	Tree Survey Wildlife Reserve
	               346.80 

	BACS
	DW Windsor
	LED light for outside St Mary's Church
	               612.19 

	BACS
	Bees Knees Marquees
	Marquee and loo hire 5.6.22 deposit
	               110.00 

	BACS
	P Shaw
	Items for wildlife reserve
	               155.69 

	BACS
	Essex Assoc of Local Councils
	Minutes and Agendas course - Clerk
	                 84.00 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	Christmas hampers items/COTY
	                 85.59 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.12.21
	                 14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£7,093.35




(c) The comparison between bank reconciliation and cash book entries to 30 November 2021 would be circulated to Members after the meeting, for noting.

(d) It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Gardener and agreed that the annual review of direct debit payments and bank standing orders be noted.

(e) To ensure that the Parish Council’s funds fall within the Government limit for protection, the Clerk had provided options for opening a deposit account with another banking institution. Proposed by Cllr Cohen, seconded by Cllr Steptoe that a deposit account with the Nationwide be opened. The Clerk was asked to start the process.

21.243 Recommendations from the Finance Committee
a. Draft budget for 2022-23. It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Gardener and carried unanimously that the draft budget dated 9 December 2021 be approved, subject to the following amendments
Tree surgery an amount of £3,000 to be included in the budget.
Wildlife Reserve an amount of £1,500 for annual clearance of the ditches and twice yearly mowing of the meadow to be included in the budget.
It was confirmed that an amount of £xx be included in respect of the replacement of up to 10 street lights with LED lights in 2022/23. Arrangements to clear the ditches at the Wildlife Reserve before spring were approved. The Council’s auditor had confirmed that a level of general reserves at between 3 and 12 months of the Council’s income was appropriate.
b. Precept for 2022-23. The budget had been discussed in detail by the Finance Committee on 22 November 2021. Rochford District Council had notified the parish Council of the tax base figure, which was xx.. Councillors considered the options provided by the Finance Committee. It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Ashdown to levy a 2% increase to the precept for 2022/23. This would result in a total annual precept of £63,332 (estimated at £101.38 annually per household).
(Note: All Members present declared an interest in this item as Council Tax payers.)

21.244 Wildlife Reserve Committee – to receive recommendations and take any decisions
a. In respect of recommendations from the Committee meeting held 6 December 2020, the following was resolved:
· That advice be sought, and quotes obtained, from a carpenter either to replace or repair the door at the Wildlife Reserve, following it destruction by a rat, subject to a limit of £500, authority to go ahead with a new door or quote for a repair.
· Three-yearly tree survey at the Reserve had taken place. Tree T89 needed urgent attention, other trees would require attention within 6 months and others. It was likely that specialist tree surgeon would need to be employed to do the works and this has been included in the budget for 2022/23 (see 21.243 a.) Quotations would be sought for the works on the horse chestnut tree at the Reserve that had been highlighted in the tree survey report as needing urgent attention. Subject to a budget limit of £750, authority was granted to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council to approve the employment of a contractor. 
b. Tractor mower. To be able to carry out all the work a contractor could be employed to clear the ditches once every year and to cut the meadow twice a year. The Council could consider including the cost of this in the budget for 2022/23. Agree that the cost be included in the future budget proposed that a local contractor be employed as an alternative as to clear ditches and cut meadow to a maximum cost of £1,500 and that agreement Council’s permission for Chair and VC with Clerk to sanction the works. Authorised.
c. An amount of £75 was approved for the purchase of a gift for each of the wildlife reserve volunteers as a token of thanks from the Parish Council for all the work they do throughout the year. The Parish Council recognised that the volunteers donate much of their time to the upkeep of the Reserve and their contributions to the maintenance and improvements of the Reserve are a benefit to the community. Cllr McKillop would organise the purchase and distribution of the gifts.

21.245 Events and Projects

a. Beautiful Barling calendar. This would be readvertised on social media and the various outlets would be contacted to ascertain sales.
b. Citizen of the Year Award. This had been readvertised on social media and the deadline extended to 15 December. It was agreed that the award would be presented at the house of the winner due to Covid considerations again this year.
c. The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations 5 June 2022. A deposit had been paid to secure the booking of a marquee and portaloos. The event would be promoted in the new year.
d. Christmas Hampers. Due to the possible need for additional hampers, it was agreed that an additional £30 be allocated to the budget for the hampers. Proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Gardener and agreed unanimously.
e. Christmas Lights. The judges would include Councillors and residents.
f. Bus shelters – the licence would be granted imminently by ECC. A contractor for works to the base of the shelter at the parish hall was being sourced.
g. Electricity to the Wildlife Reserve. Higgins Partnership had confirmed that they would be providing a quote for the works to Sanctuary Housing during the week commencing 13 December. Once an instruction had been received, notice would be given to UK Power Networks to provide a date for connection, after which works could commence.
h. It was decided that a No Cold Calling Zones scheme would not be set up as it was not appropriate for the parish. Residents could be offered stickers for their front doors to discourage cold callers.

21.246 Rochford District Council Community Safety Fund
UK Power Networks had advised that it would not be possible to mount a defibrillator on an electricity pole, but that an option could be to put in a pedestal box next to a pole to enable access to the power supply to serve a defibrillator in the Stonebridge location. It was likely that permission would need to be sought from County Highways. An application would be made to the fund by 31 December.

21.247 St Mary’s Church
A meeting had been scheduled with the Chairman, Vice-Chairman with the Diocese of Chelmsford later that month to discuss next steps prior to the public meeting on 18 January. James Duddridge MP had advised he would offer his support for the project; he would be invited to the public meeting. A funding bid had been made. The Essex Records Office stored a great deal of information on the history of the church.

21.248 Hand dryers for the Parish Hall – possible contribution from Barling Magna Parish Hall Committee
A request would be made to the Parish Hall Committee for a contribution of £500 toward hand-dryers. Options would be available for consideration at the next meeting of the Council.
 
21.249 Planning Matters
Planning Application No: 21/00933/LBC Blew House, Barling Road – restoration works and internal work to adjoining curtilage outbuilding. The Parish Council had no comment to make on this application.
Planning Application No: 21/01289/FUL 47 Kimberley Road, Little Wakering – retrospective application to retain outbuilding in rear garden. The Parish Council had no comment to make on this application.
Planning Application No: 21/01282/FUL 2 Vine Cottages, Barling Road – proposed single storey side extension with roof lights. The Parish Council had no comment to make on this application.

21.250 Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
Rochford Hundred. A Marriott voted in again as Chairman, with Vice-Chairman Simone. Training for Councillors EALC and RDC for training. Get speakers arranged. CS officers report. Lack of communication in Crucial Crew. Rep LHP. Parishes were not being represented. 10am Monday Teams. MJS, VC of LHP. We got a lot of complaints from the parish that we are not being listened to.

21.251 Clerk’s report
· The Clerk reported that NALC had been working with the LGA and others to lobby the government to support introducing legislation to enable council meetings to be held remotely. An immediate response had been requested, given the increased risks and tightening of restrictions since the emergence of the Omicron variant and the recent severe weather in some parts of the country. NALC is urging councils and councillors to consider using two model letters to highlight the support of remote council meetings to MPs and ministers, which could be adapted and include examples of individual experiences. Copies of the letter templates would be forwarded to Councillors.
· The fencing works at the hall were scheduled to commence 24 January for 3 days.
· Cllr Bright agreed to service the gas boiler in the parish hall, which was due in January 2022.

21.252 Street Lighting
a. The issue of streetlighting outside 375/385 Little Wakering had not been resolved. The faulty streetlight outside no 38 would be reported to the contractors. It was understood that the pole outside 375 was used to carry cables and had never had a streetlight on it. The matter would be further investigated. 
b. Funding for the installation of an LED light outside St Mary the Virgin Church had been approved in Item 21.242 b above.

21.253 Reports from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest
a. Cllr Gooding advised that the tapestry would be available for display in the parish from January. It was agreed that it should be displayed in the village hall during the public meeting on the future of St Mary’s church, as the church featured in the tapestry. It could also be displayed one weekend in January, subject to existing hall bookings. Jeff was available to give talks on the tapestry.
b. Cllr Steptoe advised that due to the current regulations where ‘hybrid’ meetings were not permitted, it was not possible for all 75 of the County Councillors to attend Council meetings. Councillors who did not wish to speak meetings had attended the meetings remotely and a motion had been passed that attendance in this way counted toward satisfying the six-month rule. Councillors not attending in person were permitted to speak but not vote. Parish Councils could consider holding  meetings in this way as it would enable members of the public and County Councillors to be able to access and speak at meetings;. The Essex County Council Budget would be capped at 2%, with a cap of 1% on the social care rate. A meeting of the Local Highways Panel would be held the following week. A visual survey along Barrow Hall Road, between Long Robbins and Abbotts Hall Farm had been requested, following instances of cars driving into the ditches. The wigwag lights outside the parish hall, which had been knocked down some years ago, would be replaced in January by the LHP. Two Government white papers on housing needs and devolution were due to be published. The Clerk was requested to contact the resident at ‘alpaca corner’ to request putting in a salt bin on his land.

21.254 At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· It was agreed that the meeting of the Full Council would be held on Thursday 13 January 2022.
· It was agreed that a flag to celebrate the Queen’s jubilee in 2022 would be purchased to fly above the hall. The grass to the side of the hall had become waterlogged and should be closed off with a barrier to prevent parking. The option of providing a hard standing would be considered by Council as a future project.

21.255 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

21.256 Grounds Maintenance Contract. Tenders for the contract in accordance with the draft specification had been received from five companies. Following consideration of the quotes, it was agreed that award of the contract would be made following the January meeting of the Full Council.

21.257 Consideration of the management of an additional recreation area within the parish 
Cllr Steptoe would contact the Rochford District Council Portfolio Holder to ascertain the current situation.

21.258 To declare the meeting closed
Councillor Steptoe declared the meeting closed at 9.40 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.

*  *  *  *  *  * 
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