




BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 11 November 2021, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:   	Councillors Edmunds, Glover, McKillop, Myers and Steptoe (Chair for the meeting)

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe, District Councillors Gooding and McPherson and M Power (Parish Clerk)

MINUTES

21.213 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7 pm. 

21.214 To receive apologies for absence.
	Apologies were received from Cllrs Ashdown, Bright, Cohen and Gardiner and District Cllrs Efde, Myers and Williams.

21.215 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the County and District Councils. He declared an interest in item 21.218 b by virtue of his wife having made purchases for the Christmas hampers. Cllr Edmunds declared an interest in item 21.220 of the agenda by virtue of his involvement with All Saints Church.

21.216 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 14 October 2021
It was proposed by Cllr Glover, seconded by Cllr Myers, and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 October 2021 be approved.

21.217 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
There were none present on this occasion.

21.218 Financial matters
(a) It was proposed by Cllr Glover, seconded by Cllr Edmunds and agreed unanimously that the bank reconciliation to 31 October 2021, which had been circulated previously, be approved.

(b) The following table of payments had been circulated to Members. Members agreed that a payment request of £54.10 from Mrs Steptoe for Christmas hamper purchases, which had been received after the table had been produced, would be approved for payment. Approved by Cllr Glover, seconded by Cllr Myers and agreed unanimously.

	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	               283.88 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	36.66 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	47.30 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Salary
	               426.42 

	BACS
	M Power
	Salary
	           1,021.03 

	BACS
	Essex Pensions
	Clerk's ECC pension
	               329.04 

	BACS
	M Power
	Expenses 15.10.21 to 10.11.21
	                 16.00 

	Debit card
	NorthWest Flags
	Remembrance Day flag for hall
	                   7.99 

	Debit card
	Omniscient Systems Ltd
	A3 card envelopes for calendars
	                 20.30 

	BACS
	HM Revenue & Customs
	Employer payments 2nd quarter 21/22
	               323.37 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Paper hand towels for hall
	                 32.24 

	BACS
	Brunel Computer Services
	Website hosting and plug in - one year
	                 57.60 

	BACS
	Essex&Herts Air Ambulance
	Donation
	               100.00 

	BACS
	P Shaw
	Deck belt for tractor mower
	                 49.33 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	Christmas hampers items
	               103.15 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.8.21
	                 14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£2,868.70




(c) Members noted the second quarter 2021/22 VAT claim for £720.72
(d) To ensure that the Parish Council’s funds fall within the Government limit for protection, the Clerk would provide more detailed information on options for a deposit account with another banking institution.
(e) Proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Edmunds, and agreed unanimously, that a donation of £60 be made to the Barling Parish Hall Committee.
(f) Proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Glover, and agreed unanimously, that a budget of £200 be available for the purchase of the small items of equipment requested by the head volunteer at the Wildlife Reserve.

21.219 Parish Hall
(a) Hall charges. It was resolved that current charges would remain in force and be reviewed in the summer 2022.
(b) Hall facilities. Comments had been received by hall users during the recent quiz night that the hand driers were not effective. A request was made that new hand dryers be purchased; it was noted that the Barling Parish Hall Committee charity could be asked to fund the purchase. Costs would be investigated and reported. 

21.220 Christmas Charm Fayre, All Saints Church
(a)	It was approved that bookings by stallholders in the parish hall for the All Saints Christmas Charm Fayre in December be permitted. The Church Committee would be contacted to advise how this would work in practice. Proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Myers and agreed unanimously that there would be no charge for stalls but that stallholders would be asked to make a donation, which would be passed to the Church.

21.221 Events and Projects

a. Members reviewed the three quotes received (previously circulated) for replacement of the fencing at the rear of the parish hall. Proposed by Cllr Edmunds, seconded by Cllr Glover and agreed unanimously that the contract be awarded to Lemon Fencing at a total cost of £3,576 excluding VAT. It was noted that should the two metal sheds at the back of the hall need to be moved in order to do the works, they must be moved back. (Cllr Edmunds declared an interest in this item by virtue of family members living in the location.)
b. Quiz night – Saturday 30 October. A total of £902.70, which included £319 from the raffle, had been received by the Barling Parish Hall Committee. The Chair wished to thank all those who had worked so hard to make the event a success, and, in particular, Cllr Cohen.
c. Beautiful Barling Calendar. Calendars had been distributed to locations for sale and had been advertised on social media. Calendars would be available for sale at the Christmas Charm Fayre in December.
d. Citizen of the Year Award. This would be re-advertised on social media.
e. The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations: 5 June 2022. An amateur radio society had confirmed attendance at the event. Cllr McKillop advised that an organisation that shows birds of prey would be present and had offered to donate half of their takings. Cllr Cohen had advised that a resident had offered to show a display of vintage cars; he was also able to assist with the dog show. A suggestion had been made that local businesses be asked to sponsor a programme. Councillors would seek other attractions that could be considered for the event.
f. Christmas Hampers. Most of the items had been purchased but, due to increased costs, it was requested that an additional £50 be allocated to the budget for the hampers/Christmas lights competition: proposed by Cllr Edmunds, seconded by Cllr McKillop and agreed unanimously.
g. New canopy at the hall – proposed by Cllr Glover, seconded by Cllr Edmunds that a budget of £175 be allocated to cover the cost of electrical works and light fittings.
h. Bus Shelters. Essex County Council had advised that they no longer accept concrete bases for bus shelters on their land. A quote for the additional cost of having the required macadam base for the shelter outside the hall had been sought.



21.222 Rochford District Council Community Safety Fund
The clerk had been unable to get a response from UK Power Networks in respect of the viability of using the power supply via electricity poles to serve a defibrillator in the Stonebridge location. Cllr Steptoe would contact Essex County Council to see if he could move the matter forwards.

21.223 St Mary’s Church
Notes for the public meeting held on 21 September were available and would be published on the Council’s website and social media pages. The next public meeting would be held on Tuesday 18 January; this would be publicised. The parish council would continue to lead on the project.

21.224 No Cold Calling Zones scheme
It was noted that No Cold Calling Zones are specific geographical areas where residents have identified that they do not want visits from unsolicited or ‘cold’ callers. Information would be provided on the process and cost of setting up a NCCZ for consideration at the December meeting of the Council.

21.225 Planning Matters
Planning Application No: 21/01194/FUL 2 Vine Cottages, Barling Road – proposed garage with room over. The Parish Council comment was that this must comply with the requirements of being a Grade II listed building.
Planning Application No: 21/01153/FUL Burtons Farm, Barling Road – proposal to demolish existing outbuilding bungalow and erect single storey, front, side and rear extensions. The Parish Council had no comment to make on this application.
Planning Application No: 21/01187/FUL 2 Barling Hall Cottages, Church Road – proposed single storey side and rear extension. The Parish Council had no comment to make on this application.

21.226 Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
There was no report.

21.227 Clerk’s report
· The Clerk reported that the three-yearly tree survey at the Wildlife Reserve would be undertaken imminently. 
· A report by the Hall Manager that the doors at the village hall were sticking had been attended to and a new bolt added to the bottom of the door.
· Great Garden Trail 2022. A resident had offered to assist the parish council in organising this possible venture. Great Wakering Parish Council are unable to collaborate as they have no staffing capacity. 
· The Hall Manager had advised that bookings at the hall continued to be good. In additional to many requests for birthday parties, there were regular block bookings on most days of the week.
· Correspondence. A letter of thanks had been received from Essex & Herts Air Ambulance for the donation from the Parish Council. A letter had been received from the Secretary to the Barling Magna Hall Committee advising that the charity’s trustees would like to contribute to an item for the hall this financial year, dependent on cost, and requested that any ideas be reported to the Secretary by Christmas.

21.228 Street Lighting
a. In respect of the replacement of the current streetlight with an LED light outside St Mary’s Church in Little Wakering Road, it was agreed that this should be in a traditional style as was appropriate for the location. Proposed by Cllr Myers, seconded by Cllr Glover that the ‘Iffley’ light fitting be purchased, at a cost of £425 plus approximately £100 for fitting.
b. Streetlight outside 375 Little Wakering Road. Cllr Steptoe had visited the location and noted that although a new pole had been erected, there had not been a streetlight there. Outside no 385 Little Wakering Road a new pole had been placed adjacent to old pole. The streetlight on the old pole was there but was not working.
c. The Clerk reported that the contractor would arrange for inspection of the light in Carpenters Close, to check that the guard was correctly fitted and had been pre-set to dim between midnight and 5am by 50%.

21.229 Reports from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest
a. Cllr Gooding advised that the Bloor Homes development planning appeal would be heard on 25 January 2022. The Rochford District tapestry would be available on dates in January and February for loan to be displayed in All Saints Church, Barling.
b. Cllr McPherson advised that the large poppies were displayed on lampposts around the parish. She had attended the Rochford District Council Flood Forum, which provided useful updates. The RDC Emergency Planning officer had asked that Parish Councils provided their emergency plans for publication. The RDC Carbon Neutral working group had presented to Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils. Barling Magna Parish Council could get involved in initiatives to support more recycling throughout the District. The RDC budget closes on Sunday and Members were urged to respond. Essex County Council’s commitment to tree planting through the Essex Forest Initiative meant that it was in a good position to get involved in the Green Canopy project. Food parcels were being supplied by voluntary organisations around the District.
c. Cllr Steptoe advised Essex County Council could not increase its precept by more than 2% and the social services element by more than 1%. Because ECC had a reduced need for office space, a project had started to look at how its buildings were being used. There were currently road works to connect the development at the junction of Little Wakering Road and Star Lane on Barrow Hall Road. Also, at Purdey’s Estate roundabout and the Anne Boleyn pub and at Priory Cresent in Southend on Sea. UK Power Networks had advised that the street lights on Cherry Orchard Way would not be repaired until the spring of 2022.

21.230 At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· It was agreed that the meeting of the Wildlife Reserve Committee would be held on Monday 6 December and the Full Council would be held on Thursday 9 December 2021. The Clerk reminded Members that the Finance Committee would be meeting on Monday 22 November to discuss the budget and precept and make recommendations to Council.

21.231 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

21.232 Staffing Matters. There was nothing to report on this item.

21.233 Grounds Maintenance Contract. The draft specification had been sent to companies to quote for the contract. The deadline for receipt of quotes was 25 November.

21.234 Consideration of the management of an additional recreation area within the parish 
Rochford District Council had confirmed that it was planned that the matter be brought to RDC Full Council in December.

21.235 St Mary’s Church – other matters
Matters relating to the building and its future were discussed.

21.236 To declare the meeting closed
Councillor Steptoe declared the meeting closed at 8.52 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.

*  *  *  *  *  * 
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