




BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 10 March 2022, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Cohen, Gardiner, McKillop, Myers and Steptoe

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe, District Councillors Gooding, McPherson and Williams and M Power (Parish Clerk)

MINUTES

22.42 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 pm.

22.43 To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllr Glover and District Cllrs Myers and Efde.

22.44 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the County and District Councils. 

22.45 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 10 February 2022
It was proposed by Cllr Gardiner, seconded by Cllr Steptoe, and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 February 2022 be approved.

22.46 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
There were none present on this occasion. 

The Chairman proposed and it was agreed that the District Councillors could present their report at this point in the meeting. Cllr McPherson advised that a broken drain cover on the driveway into ‘The Parry’ in Little Wakering Road, which is on unregistered land, and which was reported in August 2021, had not been fixed. She would send details to Cllr Steptoe who offered to follow it up. A local farmer had offered to provide a way of blocking access to the Parry, should it be needed in future, prior to be being reported to the Essex Countywide Traveller Unit. The Rochford District Council Standards Committee was looking into the training it could provide to parish councils. Cllr Williams advised that ‘platinum purse’ grant funding to enable communities to celebrate the Queen’s jubilee would be announced shortly. The appeal by Bloor Homes in respect of the planning application for new housing in Ashingdon Road had been upheld. Cllr Gooding reported that the tapestry display in the Barling Magna village hall had received a very good number of visitors. An exhibition of World War memorabilia would be displayed in Rochford; the exhibition could be offered for display in Barling.

22.47 Financial matters
(a) The bank reconciliation to 28 February 2022, which had been circulated previously, was noted.
(b) The following table of payments had been circulated to Members. Approved by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Myers and agreed unanimously. It was agreed that an invoice for £26.52 received for equipment repairs for the wildlife reserve would also be approved for payment.


	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	               301.64 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	56.64 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	151.14 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	                 52.50 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Salary
	               498.46 

	BACS
	M Power
	Salary
	           1,180.76 

	BACS
	Essex Pensions
	Clerk's ECC pension
	               334.80 

	BACS
	M Power
	Expenses 10.2.22 - 9.3.22
	                 25.60 

	BACS
	Montrose Trees Ltd
	Process 2 storm-felled poplars at Reserve
	               690.00 

	BACS
	DW Windsor
	 LED light, 375 Little Wakering Road
	               248.84 

	BACS
	Essex Country Gardens
	Grounds maintenance January 2022
	               304.26 

	BACS
	Brunel Computer Services Ltd
	Office 365 premium
	               135.36 

	BACS
	K McKillop
	Christmas gifts for volunteers (WLR)
	                 68.00 

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	Repair of light outside 6A Church Road
	               100.56 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.2.22
	                 14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£4,162.95



(c) A comparison of bank statements and cashbook to 28 February 2002 was noted.
(d) Proposed by Cllr Bright, seconded by Cllr Edmunds and agreed unanimously that the Clerk be authorised to transfer funds to the value equivalent to 6 months expenditure from the Council’s current account with the Co-operative Bank to the Council’s newly opened savings account with Nationwide.
(e) Proposed by Cllr Cohen, seconded by Cllr Myers and agreed unanimously that the Clerk be authorised to set up a direct debit to pay the annual data protection fee to the Information Commissioner’s Office.

22.48 Wildlife Reserve Committee
a. The Council’s insurance company had advised that the Council is not liable for the repair/replacement of the fencing to a neighbouring property that had been damaged during the recent high winds. However, this could be an issue with the neighbouring property – particularly as the trees had fallen from the Wildlife Reserve across the fencing. In the interest of maintaining good neighbourly relations, the Council was prepared to bear the cost of the fencing repairs. The owners of the neighbouring property would be informed accordingly. Rochford District Council would be attending to the trees that had fallen outside the Reserve to ensure they are safe.

22.49 Governance Matters
a. It was resolved that a motion be sent to the Secretary of State for Communities: “This Council supports the petition launched by ADSO and LLG on 5 January with regard to remote and hybrid meetings. We agree to write to the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities calling on the Government to change the law to allow councils the flexibility to hold such meetings when they deem appropriate within agreed rules and procedures”.
b. Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr McKillop and approved unanimously that the revised Standing Orders and Financial Regulations be adopted. The Clerk would establish the best practice for how salaries should be recorded in the public record.
c. Calendar for 2022-23. The draft calendar of meetings for the 2022-23 municipal year was agreed, subject to the following amendments: Annual Council to be held on Tuesday 10 May 2022; the first meeting of the Wildlife Reserve Committee to be held on Monday 13 June. 

22.50 Events and Projects
a. Beautiful Barling calendar. A total of £254.90 in sales had been taken to date, with one outlet still to be contacted. Any remaining calendars would be offered for sale at £2 each.
b. [bookmark: _Hlk98327438]The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations 5 June 2022. Arrangements for the supply of water for the tea urns would be made. The Chairman would supply some water carriers to the caterer. Publicity for the event would be commenced: posters, noticeboards, the Council’s website and social media pages. Barling Magna Primary Academy would be notified and a banner advertising the event could be sourced. It was agreed that a mobile candyfloss machine would be booked at a cost of £120 for two hours plus an additional two hours at £40 per hour for the supply of candyfloss. A tug of war would be arranged. The Queen’s Jubilee Village Fair working group would be invited to draw up a site plan as part of its work towards the event. A message could be put on Facebook requesting donations of second-hand books for the stall. A “Disney Princess” had offered to mingle with residents at the fair at no cost; this was agreed. It was agreed that tickets for the strawberries and cream/cream teas would be sold in advance at a cost of £2.50 - £3.00 on the day. Tickets would be printed with “present this voucher for cream tea”. A tombola/raffle at £1 a ticket would be organised; local businesses could be approached to donate prizes. A budget of £200 for prizes was set.
c. Bus shelters. Due to the unprecedented material and transport cost increases, the supplier of the shelters, Littlethorpe had increased their prices. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Gardiner and agreed unanimously that the Clerk be authorised to agree the revised quote of £18,703 excluding VAT (an increase of £1,273) for the supply and delivery of the three wooden bus shelters, 15mm toughened glass panels and flag brackets. Delivery of two bus shelters could be taken as soon as possible with delivery of the third deferred until the placement of the third has been agreed and approved. The Clerk was asked to contact local contractors to see if they were available lay a tarmacadam base. The shelters at Stonebridge and at the corner of Kimberley Road would be installed first of all.
d. Defibrillator at Stonebridge. The Clerk had supplied UK Power Networks with the additional information they had requested to site the defibrillator on the pole by the letter box at the junction of Barrow Hall Road with Barling Road. The Clerk was asked to contact UKPN again and to contact the electrician regarding installation.

22.51 St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s Church. A meeting of the St Mary’s Church working group had been held on 9 March. The Church Commissioners had advised that the outstanding highways issue has been resolved and that clarification of a possible interest by St Bartholomew’s hospital was awaited. A further meeting of the working group was scheduled for 23 March. A local organisation, Cultural Engine, would be invited to attend this meeting to offer advice and answer questions. Proposed by Cllr Glover, seconded by Cllr Gardiner and agreed that the working group could meet in the Committee Room at the parish hall at no charge. 

22.52 Hand dryers for the Parish Hall
The electrician would be asked to look at what is needed and whether an upgrade of wiring is required.

22.53 Fencing at the Playspace in Little Wakering Road
Quotes would be sought to repair/replace the fencing. The grounds maintenance contractor would be asked to install a rubbish bin on the approach to the play space.

22.54 Planning Matters
Planning Application No: 22/00040/FUL 380 Little Wakering Road, Barling Magna – extension of vehicle crossover (dropped kerb) to access existing driveway. The Council had no comment to make.

22.55 Application for a premises licence for 68 Little Wakering Road - The Clerk was asked to submit the Council’s request that consideration be given to an amendment to the requested opening hours from 11.00 to 23.00 to 11.00 to 22.00 as this might address some concerns and limit the possibility of noise and anti-social behaviour late at night.

The meeting was adjourned at 8.55 pm and resumed at 9 pm.

22.56 Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
There were no reports on this occasion.

22.57 Clerk’s report
a. The Clerk advised that Barling Magna Parish Council had been awarded an Additional Restrictions Grant for £3,641.57 by Rochford District Council.
b. Correspondence: A request from a resident to borrow tables from 2 to 4 June was agreed. The Chairman was in correspondence with Anglian Water in respect of the Parish Council’s request for permission to place the footings of one side of a footbridge to enable access from the Wildlife Reserve to the public footpath at the top of the seawall via the bank. Anglian Water has requested plans of the proposed bridge siting and referred the Parish Council to the possibility of restrictions because the area is a SSSI site.  Anglia Water are to be invited to attend a meeting at the site. An email would be sent to UK Power Networks requesting reimbursement for the cost of replacing the light fitting that they had apparently removed from the pole outside 375 Little Wakering Road.

22.58 Street Lighting
a. The fitting outside St Mary’s Church had to be adjusted. An order for a new LED lamp to replace the missing light outside 375 Little Wakering Road had been placed.
b. Survey of street lighting in the parish to produce an up-to-date list of locations. Councillors were undertaking this survey and providing details of the location.

22.59 Reports from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest
Cllr Steptoe advised that the footpath opposite the village hall would be resurfaced in May 2022. He reminded Councillors of the availability of £10,000 in funding under his Essex County Councillor Locality Fund for 2022/23, £5,000 of which had to be spent towards the theme of ‘levelling up’. 

22.60 At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
It was agreed that the meeting of the Full Council would be held on Thursday 7 April 2022. 

22.61 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

22.62 Firm of solicitors to act on behalf of the Parish Council in future anticipated transactions. It was resolved that Rachel Liebeschuetz at Lloyd Jones & Co, solicitors, would be instructed to act on behalf of the Parish Council in respect of any Council legal matters going forward.

22.63 Clerk’s annual leave arrangements. It was agreed that the Clerk could carry forward 10 days’ leave from the current year to 2022/23.

22.64 Consideration of the management of an additional recreation area within the parish 
The transfer of the recreation area to Barling Magna Parish Council by Rochford District Council had been approved by Rochford District Council at its meeting in February. Proposed by Cllr Edmunds, seconded by Cllr Ashdown and agreed unanimously that the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk would liaise with the Council’s solicitor in respect of the draft lease when it was received from Rochford District Council.

22.65 To declare the meeting closed
Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 9.35 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.

*  *  *  *  *  * 
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