


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE WILDLIFE RESERVE COMMITTEE meeting held on Monday 6 December 2021 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Little Wakering Road, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present: Councillors Edmunds, Gardener, McKillop and Myers. 

In attendance:	Mr J Goodman and Mr P Shaw (volunteers) and M Power (Parish Clerk). 

MINUTES

1. The Chairman to declare the meeting open. 
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00pm.

2. To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Bright, Cohen and Steptoe.

3. To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
No declarations were received.

4. To agree the Minutes of the Wildlife Reserve Committee held on 6 September 2021 
Proposed by Cllr McKillop and seconded by Cllr Myers that the minutes of the meeting held on 6 September 2021 were agreed as a correct record and approved.

5. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Committee on matters relating to the Wildlife Reserve 
There were none present. 

6. Volunteers’ matters 
a. The head volunteer reported that there had been damage to one of the doors by a rat; the damage was such that a new door would need to be bought and fitted. It was estimated that the cost would be approximately £200, including fitting the door by a carpenter. Recommended into Council.

7. Equipment and Expenditure
a. There were no significant items of equipment or expenditure envisaged.

8. Current Topics
a. Three-yearly tree survey at the Reserve. The survey report advised that a horse chestnut tree, T89, needed urgent attention. Other trees would require attention within 6 months and others within a year. It was likely that a specialist tree surgeon would need to be employed to do the works. The Clerk would send a copy of the report to the volunteers.
b. Survey of Habitat and protected species at the Reserve. The Finance Committee had recommended into Council that an updated habitat survey would not be considered a priority for the 2022/23 budget.
c. Map of Barling Magna Wildlife Reserve and Children’s Questionnaire The head volunteer advised that he was in contact with the designer and would be meeting her on site at a later date.
d. The Chairman of the Council advised that the cheque from Waitrose for £667 to replace the two tables at the barn at the Reserve would be available during the coming week.
e. The Committee was advised that the cost of a small tractor, with an attachment for ditch digging the ditches and a flail for cutting the meadow would be in the region of £20,000. An alternative would be to employ a contractor to clear the ditches once every year and to cut the meadow twice a year; it was recommended into Council that this be considered as part of the budget setting process for 2022/23.
f. Electricity at the Reserve. The Clerk would again chase the company for an update on progress.

9. The next meeting of the Committee
Monday, 7 March 2022 was the next scheduled date.

10. Exchange of Information.
Footfall to the Reserve had decreased somewhat as other leisure spaces re-opened after Covid restrictions had been lifted. The bird hide was being well used. The Reserve had had a visit from the local U3A, who were keen to plan a further visit. The recent memorial tree planting had taken place; the family had been present and had used the facilities for refreshments.


The Chair declared the meeting closed at 7.25 pm, thanking members and volunteers for their attendance.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *
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