


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE WILDLIFE RESERVE COMMITTEE meeting held on Monday 6 September 2021 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Little Wakering Road, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present: Councillors Cohen (as substitute Member for Cllr Bright), Edmunds, McKillop and Myers. 

In attendance:	Mr J Goodman and Mr P Shaw (volunteers) and M Power (Parish Clerk). 

MINUTES

1. The Chairman to declare the meeting open. 
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00pm.  

2. To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Bright, Gardiner and Steptoe.

3. To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
No declarations were received.

4. To agree the Minutes of the Wildlife Reserve Committee held on 7 June 2021 
Proposed by Cllr Myers and seconded by Cllr Cohen that the minutes of the meeting held on 7 June 2021 were agreed as a correct record and approved.

5. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Committee on matters relating to the Wildlife Reserve 
There were none present. 

6. Volunteers’ matters 
a. The head volunteer reported that the official opening of the bird hide would be on 26 September and various groups, including the camera club, would be invited to the opening.
b. It was proposed to hold a volunteers’ get-together in October, to which the gate opening/closing volunteers would also be invited.
c. One of the volunteers had resigned. There was a new volunteer, who had just finished an Ecology degree at Exeter university and was seeking relevant experience. Another volunteer would not be able to continue at the Reserve as he was due to start university; another volunteer was starting a degree in Forestry.

7. Equipment and Expenditure
a. The head volunteer reported that the following equipment was required. The items would be recommended into Full Council for approval.
Hi-viz jackets (2xM, 3xL and 2xXL)
General site gloves (x10) £14 approximately
Safety glasses (x2) £6 approximately
Clip-on glasses (x6) £24 approximately
Welders gloves (x2) £10 approximately
Waders (to cut the reeds growing under the water) – one medium pair £25 approximately.

The tractor required a new wheel valve; this would be sourced locally.

b. The meadow cutting was due to begin; cutting would be done in two sections, half now and the other half in the spring. If this approach proved to be successful in preserving the flora, it might be useful to cut the meadow on a quarterly basis, in four sections.
c. A new path would be cut to the bird hide and a new fence erected around it.
d. The request for a memorial tree planting received previously had now been scheduled to take place in October. The family would be present, and volunteers would be there to plant the tree provided by the family.

8. Current Topics
a. Bin Emptying. A request had been made to the Grounds Maintenance Contractor to empty the bins more frequently during the summer holidays as they were often overflowing. This was no longer an issue as the holidays had finished and footfall had slowed down.
b. Survey of Habitat and protected species at the Reserve. Undertaking an updated habitat survey would be considered as part of the budget setting process for 2022/23.
c. Map of Barling Magna Wildlife Reserve and Children’s Questionnaire The head volunteer had been in contact with the designer, who had started to draft the map; she would make a further visit to the Reserve to finalise the map and add text. The completed illustrated map of the Reserve would be recommended into Full Council for approval.
d. 3-yearly tree survey at the Reserve. Two quotes had been received and would be considered at the next Full Council for approval.
e. A request had been received for a memorial bench and plaque at the Reserve. A location on the main path, opposite an existing bench, would be appropriate and prices would be provided to the resident.

9. The next meeting of the Committee
Monday, 6 December 2021 was the next scheduled date.

10. Exchange of Information.
a. Waitrose would be presenting £667 to the Council in October, which would be used to replace the two tables at the barn at the Reserve.
b. Electricity to the Reserve – the Clerk would request an update.
c. Additional nesting boxes for barn owls and bat boxes would be constructed over the winter and set up around the Reserve.

The Chair declared the meeting closed at 7.25 pm, thanking members and volunteers for their attendance.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *
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