




BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Tuesday, 10 May 2022, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Cohen (Chair), Edmunds, Glover, McKillop, Myers and Steptoe (Vice Chair)

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe, District Councillors Efde and Myers and M Power (Parish Clerk)

The Chairman congratulated Cllr Steptoe on being re-elected as Rochford District Councillor for the Roche South ward in the recent local elections. The other Councillors added their congratulations.

MINUTES

22.87 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.25 pm.

22.88 Election of officeholders for the 2022-23 Council year.
a. Chairman: nominated by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Steptoe and carried unanimously that Councillor Cohen serve as Chairman.
b. Vice-Chairman: nominated by Councillor Glover, seconded by Councillor Ashdown and agreed unanimously that Councillor Steptoe serve as Vice-Chairman.
The Chairman and Vice-Chairman signed the statutory declarations of acceptance forms.

22.89 To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllr Gardiner, and District Councillors Gooding, McPherson and Williams.

22.90 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the County and District Councils

22.91 To agree membership of internal and external committees for 2022-23
See appendix. It was agreed that the Emergency Plan working party would be disbanded. The Council would offer a supportive role and be led by Rochford District Council in this area.

22.92 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 7 April 2022
It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Cohen, and agreed unanimously, that the minutes of the meeting held on 7 April 2022 be approved, subject to the inclusion of the table of payments for April.

22.93 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
Mr G Capon addressed the Council on the Southend Airport Stage 2 consultation on departures and arrivals. He contended that, as the airport gets busier, a slight adjustment could be made to allow planes to fly over what is known as the ‘danger area’ over the Ministry of Defence land, when the MoD is not using this airspace. This would relieve the noise nuisance for residents in Barling and Great Wakering who live under the flight path. As a stakeholder the Parish Council can comment on the consultation, which closes on Friday.

22.94 Governance matters
(a) The draft annual work programme for the Council for 2022-23 was approved for adoption, with the following amendment: Emergency Plan – the Parish Council would take on a supportive role to Rochford District Council.
(b) Internal auditor’s report – this item was deferred as it had not yet been received. The Council had been allocated a new internal auditor, who had provided a late slot for consideration of the Council’s audit. The Corporate Governance Questionnaire had been completed by the Chairman and was ready for submission.
(c) Annual Governance and Accountability Return – this item was deferred as it had not yet been signed by the auditor.
(d) Councillors considered the list of preferred auditors provided by the Essex Association of Local Councils. It was proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Edmunds and agreed unanimously that Val Evans be approached to be appointed as internal auditor for the year to 31 March 2023.

22.95 Financial matters
(a) The bank reconciliation to 30 April 2022 was unavailable and would be presented to the next meeting of Full Council.
(b) The following table of payments had been circulated to Members. Approved by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Cohen and agreed unanimously.

	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	               275.52 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	55.18 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	99.67 

	Direct Debit
	Wave
	Wildlife Reserve water
	8.57 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	                 46.74 

	BACS
	Staff
	Salaries
	           1,465.03 

	BACS
	Essex Pensions
	Clerk's ECC pension
	               334.80 

	BACS
	M Power
	Expenses 7.4.22 - 9.5.22
	                 19.20 

	BACS
	Cllr Steptoe
	Councillor allowance
	                 42.52 

	BACS
	Cllr Myers
	Councillor allowance
	                 50.52 

	BACS
	cllr Glover
	Councillor allowance
	                 53.12 

	BACS
	Cllr Gardiner
	Councillor allowance
	                 42.52 

	Direct Debit
	PWLB Lending Facility
	PWLB Loan repayment 6.6.22
	           2,430.68 

	BACS
	Phase Hire
	Generators for Queen's Jubilee fair 5.6.22
	               444.00 

	BACS
	Merenda & Co Ltd
	Inclement weather insurance
	               145.00 

	BACS
	Marmax Recycled products
	Brown 3-seat bench in Wildlife Reserve
	               514.80 

	BACS
	Essex Country Gardens
	Grounds Maintenance - March 2022
	               304.26 

	BACS
	Essex Country Gardens
	Grounds Maintenance - April 2022
	               304.26 

	BACS
	Montrose Trees Ltd
	Fence repair at Wildlife Reserve
	               390.00 

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	New LTED light o/s 4 Kingsmead Cottages
	               431.52 

	BACS
	Bee-line Bouncers
	Balance jeeps ride, generator, 2 stalls
	               796.00 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.2.22
	                 14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£8,268.30



(c) Renewal of the Council’s main insurance policy from 1 June 2022. It was proposed by Cllr Edmunds and seconded by Cllr Myers that authority be delegated to the clerk in conjunction with the Chair or Vice Chair of the Council to arrange the insurance in time for the renewal date. 

22.96 Events and Projects
a. The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations 5 June 2022. Proposed by Cllr Cohen and seconded by Cllr Steptoe that a budget of up to £40 be authorised for the purchase of trophies and medals for the tug of war. There would be up to 30 classic cars on display. A local garden centre would be approached to see if they could attend and provide a selection of plants. The Scout Explorers would be contacted to confirm their availability for controlling traffic and traffic control signs would be sourced. Cllrs Cohen and Steptoe would provide gazebos. Contact would be made with residents in the immediate vicinity of the event as a matter of courtesy.
b. Bus shelters. The shelters were due for delivery during the week of 16 May. Cllr Steptoe had contacted the Cabinet Member for Highways in respect of the shelter outside the village hall. 
c. Defibrillator at Stonebridge. The Clerk would provide an update at the next meeting.
d. A 2022 photographic competition would be launched in the summer. There would be no calendar in 2023 but this could be resumed in future years.  
e. A Halloween autumn quiz night would be arranged for Saturday 29 October, promotion of which would start in August.

22.97 Parish Hall
a. It was agreed that Rochford District Council would be asked to provide a used battery collection box to be placed at the entrance to the hall. This had been offered free of charge.
b. Parish Council wheelie bins. The bins would be stored at the back of the hall; the Hall Manager had agreed to move them to the front each week on collection day.

22.98 St Mary’s Church
A meeting of the working group was due to be organised. Further information was awaited before a public meeting could be held.

22.99 Fencing at the Playspace in Little Wakering Road
Quotes would be sought to repair/replace the fencing.

22.100 Planning Matters
Planning Application No: 22/00361/FUL 154 Little Wakering Road, Barling Magna – the Council had no comment to make on this application.

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 pre-application advice request. 
Application No: ESS/34/22/ROC/PRE - Proposal: Open windrow composting facility
Location: Barling Landfill, Mucking Hall Road, Barling SS3 0NR
The Council had no comment to make.

22.101 Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
The Chair presented notes from a meeting of the Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils held on 21 April 2022.

22.102 Clerk’s report
a. The Clerk advised that a complaint had been sent to UK Power Networks (UPKN) asking for reimbursement for the outlay which the Council had incurred because of UKPN’s failure to reinstate/replace the light fitting outside 375 Little Wakering Road. An apology had been received from UKPN and an agreement that an amount of £447.37 would be payable to Barling Magna Parish Council in full and final settlement of the losses incurred.

22.103 Street Lighting
There were no reports.

22.104 Reports from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest
Cllr Myers offered his congratulations to Councillors McPherson and Steptoe for retaining their seats on the District Council at the local elections on 5 May. There was discussion about the Rayleigh Recycling Centre moving to a bookings-only system.
Cllr Efde advised that Rochford District Council would be offering Safeguarding and Code of Conduct training to Parish Councils. The Council would be starting its new waste service partnership with Norse in the summer. The waste trucks and uniforms would be rebranded to reflect the partnership.
Cllr Steptoe was now a member of the Rochford District Council Planning Policy Sub-Committee, which would be considering an overall planning policy plan. Angela Hutchings would be taking on the role of Chief Executive at Castle Point Borough Council. The Mucking Hall Road roadworks would be lengthy. Essex County Council had introduced a bus scheme called Bus Better, an ‘uber’ type bus which it was hoped would enable more people to use buses in rural areas. A ‘pothole scheme’ had been introduced by Essex County Council, with each Essex Councill able to nominate a set number of potholes for repair.

22.105 At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
It was agreed that the next meeting of the Full Council would be held on Thursday, 9 June 2022 and the meeting of the Wildlife Reserve Committee would be held on Monday, 13 June 2022. There would be an extraordinary meeting of the Full Council on Tuesday, 21 June. Replacement fencing at the front of the hall could be considered at a future meeting of the council.

The steel container at the Wildlife Reserve had been broken into and items stolen. A police report had been submitted and the insurance company would be notified.

22.106 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

22.107 Consideration of the management of a recreation area within the parish 
A meeting with the Council’s solicitor had been organised to discuss the draft lease in respect of the proposed leasing of the recreation area to Barling Magna Parish Council.

22.108 To declare the meeting closed
Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 9.40 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.

*  *  *  *  *  * 




APPENDIX 1 – COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS FOR 2022-23

The Chair and Vice-Chair are members ex officio of all Committees and Working Parties. 

	Committee / Working Party

	Names of Councillors

	Finance Committee
	Ashdown, Cohen, Glover, Myers and Steptoe


	Personnel Committee

	Ashdown, Cohen, Edmunds, Gardiner and Steptoe

	Wildlife Reserve Committee
	Bright, Edmunds, Gardiner, McKillop, Myers


	Funding Working Party
	Ashdown, Cohen and McKillop





APPENDIX 2 - REPRESENTATION ON OUTSIDE COMMITTEES AND BODIES 

	Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils
	Cohen (substitute Ashdown)


	Crime Prevention / Community Police
	Edmunds (substitute McKillop)


	Sea Wall / Flooding Matters

	 Bright (substitute vacancy)
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