




BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 7 April 2022, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:	Councillors Cohen, Edmunds, McKillop and Steptoe

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe and M Power (Parish Clerk)

MINUTES

22.66 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 pm.

22.67 To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllrs Ashdown, Bright, Gardiner, Glover, Myers and District Cllrs Gooding, McPherson, Myers and Williams.

22.68 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the County and District Councils. Cllr Edmunds declared an interest in item 22.71 (c) of the agenda by virtue of a quote from a family member being considered by the Council.

22.69 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 10 March 2022
It was proposed by Cllr Cohen, seconded by Cllr McKillop, and agreed unanimously that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 March 2022 be approved.

22.70 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
There were none present on this occasion. 

22.71 Financial matters
(a) The bank reconciliation to 31 March 2022, which had been circulated previously, was noted.
(b) The following table of payments had been circulated to Members. Approved by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Edmunds and agreed unanimously.

	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	               317.11 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	65.88 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	142.01 

	Direct Debit
	Wave
	Parish Hall water
	87.87 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	 

	Direct Debit
	ICO
	Data protection fee 2022-23
	                 35.00 

	BACS
	Staff
	Salaries
	           1,465.23 

	BACS
	Essex Pensions
	Clerk's ECC pension
	               334.80 

	BACS
	M Power
	Expenses 10.3.22 - 6.4.22
	                 19.20 

	Debit card
	Rochford District Council
	Temporary Event Notice - Queen's jubilee
	                 21.00 

	BACS
	Essex County Gardens
	Grounds maintenance - February
	               304.26 

	BACS
	Reliable Fire Protection
	Fire alarm service Parish Hall
	               155.27 

	BACS
	Reliable Fire Protection
	Fire alarm service Wildlife Reserve
	               242.62 

	BACS
	EALC
	2022-23 Affiliation Fees
	               440.75 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	Platinum Jubilee Flag
	                   9.45 

	BACS
	HMRC
	Employer payments - 4th quarter
	               413.30 

	BACS
	Beeline Entertainment
	Hire of rides, stalls Queen Jubilee deposit
	               199.00 

	BACS
	Party Monsters Entertainer
	Candy Floss Queen's jubilee deposit
	                 45.00 

	BACS
	MPE Alarms
	Alarm maintenance
	                 22.80 

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	Lighting repairs
	               153.12 

	BACS
	Great Wakering Com Assoc
	Summer newsletter
	                 42.00 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	Log border parish hall dingy
	                 23.97 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.2.22
	                 14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£4,554.03



(c) A quote of £270 received for the replacement of the Chairman Honours Board was considered. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe seconded by Cllr McKillop that expenditure, up to a total of £350, be agreed so as to take account of the cost of any lettering.
(d) The increase in the direct debit amount from £46.74 to £52.50 each month British Telecom was noted.
(e) Proposed by Cllr Cohen, seconded by Cllr Steptoe and agreed unanimously that no claim be made in respect of the kissing gate in Kimberley Road in part by reason of an excess under the insurance policy of £400 and in part by reason that the gate was no longer necessary or needed.

22.72 Events and Projects
a. [bookmark: _Hlk98327438]The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations 5 June 2022. The Queen’s Jubilee Village Fair working group had met to discuss arrangements; they would next meet on 25 April and would be invited to draw up a site plan for the event. A marquee for the sale of cream teas would be ordered; in addition to tea and coffee, soft drinks would be available for purchase. The clerk was asked to investigate the cost of insurance to cover any damage to third party electronic equipment by a misfunction of a generator. Enquiries would be made of a local company that supplied generators as to the cost of hiring two 10kva for the event; a decision would then be made. It was agreed that the Daisy Bowlers would perform two 50-minute sets: 1.30 to 2.20 and 3.30 – 4.20. The tug of war would take place at 2.45 pm approximately and a winner’s trophy would be purchased. The cost of providing additional prizes for the hook a duck stall would be established. Prizes and volunteers were needed for the tombola stall and for the ‘white elephant’/book stall. A local garden centre would be approached to see if they could attend and provide a selection of plants. Rochford District Council had advised that street collection licences would be needed for any stalls with collecting boxes. A banner advertising the event would be purchased to state ‘Celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee at The Parry (to the side of the Castle Inn) on Sunday 5th June 12-5pm. Lots of fun and games’. The Scout Explorers would be attending to manage traffic; traffic control signs would be sourced. A donation would be given to the Explorers. Litter pick tools, rubbish bags, wipes and hand gel would be needed. Councillor Steptoe, Vice-Chairman of Rochford District Council had agreed to open the fair. The Clerk would make an application to the Platinum Purse fund by Rochford District Council. It was agreed that tickets for the strawberries and cream/cream teas would be sold in advance of the event at a cost of £2.50 (£3 on the day); refunds would be available only in the event of cancellation of the fair by the Parish Council.
b. Barling Magna Primary Academy was planning a parade around the locality and a tea party on the school playground on Friday 27 May; the Parish Council would support this by advertising on social media.
c. Bus shelters. The shelters were due for delivery during the week of 16th May. The supplier, Littlethorpe, had agreed to deliver the shelters at Stonebridge and at the corner of Kimberley Road as soon as possible with delivery of the third deferred until the placement of the third had been agreed and approved. The Clerk had contacted local contractors, who advised it was not appropriate to lay a tarmacadam base, as required by Essex Highways. Cllr Steptoe had contacted the Cabinet Member for Highways in this regard. 
d. Defibrillator at Stonebridge. The Clerk had contacted the electrician regarding installation of the defibrillator on the pole by the letter box at the junction of Barrow Hall Road with Barling Road. The matter was in hand. 

22.73 St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s Church. Further information was awaited before a further public meeting could be organised.

22.74 Hand dryers for the Parish Hall
The electrician had confirmed that an upgrade of wiring would not be required. The Clerk would source appropriate dryers and liaise with the electrician.

22.75 Natural England funded pond conservation project
Cllr McKillop would liaise with Natural England in respect of the project to restore old ponds and dig new ponds in certain parts of Essex that fall into strategic areas for great crested newts.

22.76 Fencing at the Playspace in Little Wakering Road
Quotes would be sought to repair/replace the fencing.

22.77 Macmillan Cancer Research 
A request from to borrow chairs and tables for their fundraising coffee morning on Saturday 2 July was agreed; the Chairman would advise them.

22.78 Planning Matters
Planning Application No: 22/00254/FUL 21A Church Road, Barling Magna – convert detached garage into habitable room. The Council had the following comment: “Barling Magna Parish Council is concerned that the development complies with parking regulations and that any further development rights at this property are removed”.

Planning Application No: 21/00908/FUL 1 Kingsmead Cottages – retrospective. The Council had the following comment: “We wish to be assured that the conditions proposed by the report are fully complied with and that the concerns of neighbouring properties are taken into account”. 

22.79 Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
The Chair had attended a meeting of the Rochford District Council Standards Committee which had discussed the complaints procedure and “safeguarding” training for Councillors.

22.80 Clerk’s report
a. The Clerk advised that the fire extinguishers at the hall and the Reserve had been serviced and the intruder and fire alarms had received a six-monthly check. Quotes had been requested from the Council’s current insurer and two other companies for the Council’s main insurance, which expires on 31 May. An audit statement from the Public Works Loan Board showed an amount of £24,750 outstanding on the Council’s public works loan. The date of the hearing for the Licensing application for 68 Little Wakering Road had been arranged to take place on 14 April 2022 by Zoom; it was not thought necessary for a member of the Parish Council to attend.
b. Correspondence: A response from James Duddridge MP to the Parish Council’s request that legislation be put in place to allow voting by members attending Council meetings virtually: ‘The Local Government Act states that council meetings must take place in person at a specified, geographical location and being “present” means physical presence at that location. In 2021 there was a consultation on the experience of local authorities of remote meetings. The consultation has now closed, and the responses are being analysed. Any permanent change would require primary legislation and would depend upon parliamentary time being available’. It was the view of Mr Duddridge that it would be unlikely that flexible online provisions for Parish Councils would become lawful.

22.81 Street Lighting
A response from UK Power Networks requesting reimbursement for the cost of replacing the light fitting that they had apparently removed from the pole outside 375 Little Wakering Road was awaited. The lighting contractor would be contacted to establish a date for fitting of the light.

22.82 Reports from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest
Cllr Steptoe advised of resurfacing works and ‘white-lining’ in Mucking Hall Road, which were due to take place in June. He had attended a County Highways meeting to discuss the issue of potholes in Rochford. Buses in GW Arriva bus not running on Sunday. In respect of the Rochford District Council Asset Review, planning permission had now been granted to turn the Council offices in South Street back into housing. Permission had also been granted to extend the current Freight House building to accommodate the Council’s offices and Council Chamber in addition to social/leisure facilities. Cllr Steptoe advised that the Rochford District Local Highways Panel had funded the replacement of the wigwag sign outside the village hall in Little Wakering Road.  The footpath outside the village hall would be repaired shortly. 

22.83 At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
It was agreed that the annual Parish Council and the meeting of the Full Council would be held on Tuesday 10 May 2022. 

22.84 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

22.85 Consideration of the management of an additional recreation area within the parish 
A draft lease received from Rochford District Council in respect of the proposed leasing of the recreation area to Barling Magna Parish Council would be sent to the Council’s solicitor for consideration.

22.86 To declare the meeting closed
Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 9.15 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.

*  *  *  *  *  * 
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