




BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 9 June 2022, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Cohen (Chair), Edmunds, Glover, McKillop, Myers

Attending:	District Councillor Efde, Barling Parish Hall Manager G Gates (for item 22.115) and B Summerfield (Parish Clerk)

MINUTES

22.109 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.05 pm.

22.110 To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllrs Bright, Gardiner and Steptoe, and from District Councillors Myers and McPherson.

22.111 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
None.

22.112 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 10 May 2022
It was proposed by Cllr Edmunds, seconded by Cllr Glover, and agreed unanimously, that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 May 2022 be approved.

22.113 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
There were no public in attendance on this occasion.

22.114 Reports from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest.
[22.124 was brought forward by the Chairman in the interest of efficiency.]
District Cllr Efde reported that Rochford District Council (RDC) had contributed some £20,000 to all local celebration events. The Overview and Scrutiny Committee are now meeting prior to events in order to be more efficient. Clements Hall has £300,000 for new equipment but has been served with a notice to make it clean. The Local Plan is to be out next July/August following the planning ‘Call for Sites’. The RDC selected sites will be put forward for consultation with residents and Councils, etc and votes for and against will be taken into consideration. The RDC Waste collections is to be with NORSE later this year and all existing waste staff are to be transferred to NORSE. Green Waste distribution to be decided by the Government. The Great Wakering Parish Council has elected a new Chairman: Cllr Mrs Rosalind Efde.

22.115 Parish Hall matters
(a) The Hall Manager was in attendance for this item. Hall charges were discussed. Proposed by Cllr Myers, seconded by Cllr Edmunds and agreed unanimously that the following charges be put in place, effective from 1 July 2022: 
Peak times (parties) £16 per hour; off peak and conference room £11 per hour; block bookings (regular bookings) to remain at £12 per hour. 
(b) Hand Driers - quotes were being sought.
(c) A request for a tea urn would be considered at the July meeting of Council.
(d) Faulty flushing urinals: the toilet floor was becoming wet due to the issue, possibly because of high-water pressure. 
(e) The outside waste bins would be relocated: the Non-Recycled bin would remain behind the front fence; the Green and Recycled bin would be stored at the back of the hall.
(f) The water losses from the hall heating needed to be resolved, as the reservoir gravity tank needed topping up too regularly.
(g) Fencing at the front of the hall needs attention/repair/wood staining grass strimming to both sides of the fence. This would be considered at the July meeting of Council.
(h) A vote of thanks to Mrs G Gates was approved by all.

22.116 Governance matters
a. Internal audit report for 2021-22 – the report is not yet available for production to the Parish Council and would be presented at a forthcoming extraordinary meeting.
b. Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2021-22 – the Return is not yet available for production to the Parish Council and would be presented at a forthcoming extraordinary meeting.

22.117 Financial matters
(a) The bank reconciliations to 30 April and 31 May 2022 were unavailable and would be presented to the next meeting of Full Council.
(b) The following table of payments had been circulated to Members.

	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	52.62 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	66.03 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	                 46.74 

	BACS
	Staff
	Salaries
	           1,466.43 

	BACS
	Essex Pensions
	Clerk's ECC pension
	               334.80 

	BACS
	M Power
	Expenses 10.5.22 - 8.6.22
	                 25.60 

	BACS
	Zurich Insurance plc
	Council's main insurance 1.6.22 - 31.5.23
	           1,608.75 

	BACS
	Precision Welding Solutions
	Repair steel container Wildlife Reserve
	               450.00 

	BACS
	Phase Hire Ltd
	Fuel/cable for generator fair 5.6.22
	                 51.60 

	BACS
	Eurolube Oil Ltd
	Gas oil - Wildlife Reserve
	                 38.06 

	BACS
	K McKillop
	Tombolla prizes
	               118.72 

	BACS
	P Shaw
	wildlife Reserve Items - June
	                 62.00 

	BACS
	P Shaw
	Wildlife Reserve Items - May
	                 26.38 

	BACS
	Alljay Plastics
	Queen's Jubilee banner for hall
	                 78.00 

	BACS
	Brunel Computers Ltd
	ESET internet security/support time
	               125.40 

	BACS
	RoSPA Play Safety Ltd
	Ann Inspection Little Wakering playspace
	                 84.00 

	BACS
	Essex Country Gardens
	Grounds Maintenance - May 2022
	               321.94 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Village Hall consumables
	                 40.00 

	BACS
	Buddies Diner
	cream teas
	           1,271.17 

	 
	Party Monsters entert
	Candyfloss machine
	               155.00 

	BACS
	D Myers
	Trophies village fair 5.6.22
	                 26.00 

	BACS
	Party Master DJ
	DJ for village fair 5.6.22
	               300.00 

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	Repair to light opp no 73 Havenside
	               153.12 

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	New LED light o/s 375 Little Wakering Rd
	               556.66 

	BACS
	Bees Knees Marquees
	Balance marquee & portaloo hire
	               600.00 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.7.22
	                 14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£8,073.41



(c) The balance outstanding on the Council’s existing Public Works Loan Board loan as at 1.6.22 is £24,750.
(d) The renewal of the Council’s main insurance policy with Zurich Insurance Ltd with effect from 1 June 2022, and retrospective authorisation of the premium payment, was confirmed.
(e) Retrospective authorisation of the payment in respect of the repair to the steel container at the wildlife reserve (under 4.5 of the Council’s Financial Regulations). An insurance claim had been submitted.

22.118 Events and Projects
.
a. The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations 5 June 2022: debrief. It was agreed that the event had been very successful and came in under budget. The Chairman produced a financial breakdown of the costs. Disabled Parking to be better catered for future events. A different rubbish collecting plan will need to be sorted out another time. The Ice cream man donated £25 to the Barling Hall Charity. Ideas, costings and budgeting for a smaller show next year (possibly a Fun Dog Show with a few cars/stalls) and possibly plan for a larger event for 2024, which would give time for allowing a budget and planning. Many thanks to Penderel Bentall for the use of his field behind the Church for car parking.  In recognition of Mr Bentall’s contributions and after discussion it was Resolved that a £50 Gift Voucher be purchased from the Castle Pub (from the Chairman’s Fund). Proposed by Cllr Glover, seconded by Cllr Edmunds and agreed unanimously.
b. Two Bus shelters: to be installed at Kimberley Road and Stonebridge. The siting of the shelter outside the hall to be decided in due course when an agreement between Essex Highways and the BMPC is resolved.
c. Defibrillator at Stonebridge: a power supply and positioning to be decided by UK Power Networks/Essex Highways in due course.

22.119 St Mary’s Church
A meeting of the working group to discuss St Mary’s future is to be held at the Barling Village Hall on 16 June 2022.

22.120 Fencing at the Playspace in Little Wakering Road
Quotations had been sought to repair/replace the fencing. The matter would be considered by the Council at its July meeting.

22.121 Planning Matters
i	Application No. 22/00398/LBC 26, Church Road, SS3 0LS
(Form Aperture in Floor Ceiling to Install Through Floor Lift).
The Council had no comment to make on this application.
ii	Application No. 22/00045/FUL 230, LWR SS3 0JN
(Loft Conversion Including Change of Rear Projection Pitched Roof to 
Mansard Roof with Rear Dormer).
The Council had no comment to make on this application.
iii	Application No. 22/00019/FUL 186, LWR SS3 0JN
(Single Storey Rear/Side Extension).
The Council had no comment to make on this application.
iv	Application No. 22/00378/FUL Burtons Farm, Barling Road, SS3 0LZ
(Demolish existing Burtons farm dwelling and Burtons farm lodge and 
erect detached 4 bed dwelling house)
The Council had no comment to make on this application.

22.122 Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
There were none.

22.123 Clerk’s report
There was none.

22.124 Street Lighting
The streetlight outside 374 Little Wakering Road is still without power. The Chairman would be following this up.

22.125 At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· Tuesday 21 June – Extraordinary Council (if information is available)
· Thursday 7 July – Full Council (agreed)
· Monday 25 July – Personnel Committee (agreed)

22.126 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

22.127 Consideration of the management of a recreation area within the parish
More consideration would be needed, with advice from solicitors, before arriving at a clear understanding of the Pros and Cons of a Draft Lease for the management of the recreation area.

22.128 Potential Community Offset Funding for:
· The Wildlife Reserve, with potential upgrades to: internal/external wiring, CCTV, the entrance carpark surface, pedestrian kissing gate, resurfacing of the footpath from the entrance car park to the barn 
· Playspace equipment upgrades and outdoor gym equipment. Quotes to be found by Cllr Ashdown.

22.129 To declare the meeting closed. Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 8.44 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.



*  *  *  *  *  * 
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