




BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 7 July 2022, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:   	Councillors Bright, Cohen (Chair), Edmunds, Glover, McKillop, Steptoe

Attending:	District Councillor Gooding and B Summerfield (Locum Clerk)

MINUTES

22.142 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 pm.

22.143 To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllrs Ashdown, Gardiner and Myers, and from District Councillor Williams.

22.144 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils.  In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the County and District Councils.

22.145 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 9 June 2022 and the extraordinary meeting of the Council held on 29 June 2022
Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr McKillop, and agreed unanimously, that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 June 2022 be approved.
Proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Steptoe, and agreed unanimously, that the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 29 June 2022 be approved.

22.146 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
There were no public in attendance on this occasion.

22.147 Governance matters
a. Noting the recommendations from the Internal auditor’s report for 2021-22 and following on from those matters approved at 22.134 (a) R1; R2; R3-R6;R7 
(i) Agreed that the recommendation of the frequency of the playspace inspections be referred to the Parish Council’s insurers for comment and advice.
(ii) Agreed, that the question of training for playground inspectors be referred to the Parish Council’s insurers for comment and advice.
(iii) Agreed that the matter of a Playground Management Policy be referred to the Parish Council’s insurers and any steps advised be included on a future Agenda.
(iv) Noted and agreed that the Notice for the Exercise of Public Rights must be published for 42 days.
(v) The Clerk/RFO should establish reasonable and proportionate earmarked reserves for the Parish Council’s future projects. Noted and agreed. This would be the subject of future discussion and recommendation to the Parish Council would follow on from the next meeting of the Finance Committee. 
b. Noted that the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 2021-22 and supporting documentation had been submitted to the Parish Council’s External Auditors within the allotted timescale.
c. To note the publication of the Notice of Exercise of Public Rights for the period: 1 July 2022 – 11 August 2022.

Cllr Steptoe proposed a vote of thanks supported by the Council to Cllr Cohen for her hard work in keeping the meetings up to date in the temporary absence of the Clerk. 

22.148 Financial matters
(a) The bank reconciliations to 30 April, 31 May and 30 June 2022 were unavailable and would be presented to the next meeting of Full Council.
(b) Noted corrections to payment schedule issued 8th June 2022 item 22.116b; namely Clerk’s expenses to read £25.60 (formerly £25.62) and Grounds maintenance for May 2022 to read £321.94 (formerly £304.25).
(c )	The following table of payments had been circulated to Members.

	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	               236.16 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	52.28 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	41.82 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	 

	BACS
	Staff
	Salaries
	           1,464.83 

	BACS
	Essex Pensions
	Clerk's ECC pension
	               334.80 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	thank you gift to donor of parking space Jubilee fair 5/6/22
	                 50.00 

	BACS
	S Glover
	Councillor Allowance
	                 53.12 

	BACS
	R Gardiner
	Councillor Allowance
	                 42.52 

	BACS
	D Myers
	Councillor Allowance
	                 53.12 

	BACS
	M Steptoe
	Councillor Allowance
	                 42.52 

	BACS
	Auditing Solutions
	Internal Audit Service 2021/22
	               552.00 

	BACS
	St John Ambulance
	First Aid cover at Jubilee fair 5/6/22
	               144.00 

	BACS
	SLCC
	Annual Membership 2022/23
	               171.00 

	BACS
	English Country Gardens
	Grounds Maintenance - June 2022
	               308.68 

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	o/s 139 Little Wakering Rd
	               431.52 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.8.22
	                 14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£3,992.76



Proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Edmunds and agreed unanimously.
(d) Noted, agreed and approved the reaffirmation of the application for the Public Works Loan approved under reference SRP 5/23/05. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe and seconded by Cllr Edmunds and agreed unanimously.
(e) Approval of delegated authority to Cllr Cohen to communicate/ correspond with the Public Works Board in the matter of an extension of the timeline for the drawdown of the public works loan funds. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe and seconded by Cllr Edmunds.

22.149 Events and Projects
a. Bus shelters: the Chairman reported that the shelters at Kimberley Road and at Stonebridge were due to be demolished on 18 and 19 July and the new shelters delivered on 20 July 22. The existing bus shelter base outside the parish hall is reported to be in good order and the order for the delivery of the replacement shelter is in hand. The possibility of a light in the shelter is for future agreement.
b. Defibrillator at Stonebridge: to be progressed
c. Future events: to be included on the next agenda.

22.150 Parish Hall Matters

a.	Fencing (front of hall): The Grounds Maintenance contractor may be able to help and quotes to be sought.
b.	Battery bin: has been ordered and a decision as to its placement will be on the next Agenda. 
c. Hand Dryers to the next Agenda.

22.151 St Mary’s Church
Cllr: Steptoe reported: a Working Group meeting – A Community Interest Company or a Charitable Incorporated Organisation may be the best options to consider. A survey report underlines: Damp, Gutters, Soak aways, roof repairs and the Spire in poor condition – Building should be in the ‘at Risk Register’. – another meeting to take place in the next few weeks to discuss a business plan going forward for the Diocese to agree – and thereafter arrange a Public Meeting.

Cllr Steptoe will collate his information and copy to all. This could be discussed at a future meeting.

22.152 Playspace in Little Wakering Road
Quotations had been sought to repair/replace the fencing.
a. Resolved: To accept the quotation from Lemon Fencing £2,394 including VAT. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Edmunds and agreed unanimously. Agreed the Chairman was authorised to notify Lemon Fencing. It was agreed that the neighbouring properties should be notified of the impending work on their borders.
b. Members considered a revised inspection report for use by the Hall Manager: Approved. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Edmunds and agreed unanimously.
c. To consider and approve if agreed the timing of the routine inspections of the play space (currently monthly): The Insurance company is to be contacted for comment, following which the matter will be further reviewed.
d. To consider and approve if agreed inviting the Hall Manager to attend a playspace/playground inspection course: The matter will be further reviewed following comment from the insurance company.
e. Agreed to invite the Parish Council’s grounds maintenance contractor to quote for the clearance of the fallen tree branches and remove a mound of grass cuttings.  The Chairman was authorised to make the necessary enquiry.
f. To consider and take such action as may be necessary to prepare and implement a playspace management policy. Insurance advice to the next Agenda.  Policies from EALC and/or other local authorities may be useful precedents.

22.153 Wildlife Reserve 

a.	To approve the purchase of:
(i) Eco 250 ml pump bottles of hand soap (3)
(ii) Power toilet cleaner (2) for use with septic tank
(iii) Spray bottles of multi purpose cleaner (2)
Above items approved.
Proposed Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Edmunds and agreed.
b.	Update on the insurance claim for damage/stolen items: It had come to light that two additional items had been stolen. The Chairman had reported the theft to the insurance company and supplied additional information relating to all stolen items.
c.	WLR fire extinguishers – annual service: Chairman to make enquiries and if required arrange for the previous contractors to undertake the service.

22.154 Salt bin/winter salt
a. Update on progress of installation of salt bin in Barrow Hall Road Cllr Steptoe updated. Formal permission will be needed from the landowner and/or Highways. Further enquiry needed.
b. Salt Partnership – winter salt for 2022-23. Agreed to request a supply this year particularly in view of the possibility of the additional bin. The Chairman was authorised to submit the order.

22.155 Planning Matters
i	Application No. 22/00578/FUL No comment but request limitation on further development primarily because of the risk of over development on green belt.
ii	Application No. 22/00401/FUL The Council had no comment to make on this application.
iii	Application No. 22/00437/LDC The Council had no comment to make on this application.

22.156 Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
There were none.

22.157 Clerk’s report

(a)	To receive any reports.
(b)	To note any correspondence and to take any action required.
(i)	Communication from RRAVS of a First Aid course and to consider and approve, if agreed, a request from 3 Councillors to attend the Course (cost of £40 per person) - Cllrs McKillop, Ashdown and Myers to attend.
Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Mr J Edmunds and agreed unanimously.
(ii)	Notice had been received that the region’s coastal path was officially opened on 7 July 2022.

22.158 Street Lighting

a. Cllr Steptoe reported two faulty streetlights at the Little Wakering end of Barrow Hall Road. The Chairman will report the faults.
b. The light at the Abbots Hall entrance is being obscured by trees. Enquiry is to be made as to any action that can be taken.

22.159 Reports from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest.
District Cllr Gooding reported that Food Share is in full demand. Historical Exhibition in the Rochford District Council - contribution invited from Barling re: the Exhibition. Increase in Fly tipping is being monitored by RDC. A beaver group around the Rochford reservoir encouraged the education of younger people. Contact Cllr Gooding for any reports of Potholes/ Vegetation overgrowth/etc.

Essex County Cllr Steptoe reported fly tipping by non licensed operatives. Southend City Council are fully responsible for the Stock Road tip restriction to local RDC people – Briefing meeting and Full Council meeting next week. 

22.160 At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· Monday 25 July – Personnel Committee (postponed)
· Thursday 11 August – Full Council (agreed)
A letter of congratulations to be written by the Chairman to Barling resident Todd Geggus on his selection for a place in the team to represent Great Britain in the 2022 European Junior Diving Championships to be held in Bucharest.

22.161 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

22.162 Consideration of the management of a recreation area within the parish
The appointment with the Parish Council’s Solicitors is to be rescheduled at a date convenient to all parties, including the locum Clerk, who is to be forwarded a copy of the draft Lease.

22.163 Potential for additional funding for the Parish arising from the Sanctuary Housing community offset (relating to the Barrow Hall Road development).
(a) Update: the Chairman reported that she has been in contact with Aaron O’Rourke of the Higgins Partnership on this matter.

22.164 Register of Interests
(a) Reminder to Councillors to ensure that their interests are noted and/updated on the Rochford District Council Register of Interests: five Councillors need to address their entries.

22.165 Staffing/Personnel Matters /Delegation of Authority
Mrs Sally Faulkner, the Clerk to Rochford Parish Council, has expressed an interest in the temporary position of Locum Clerk. The Chairman, in conjunction with the Vice-Chairman, was authorised to pursue the possible appointment.

22.166 To declare the meeting closed. Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 9.31 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.



*  *  *  *  *  * 
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