



BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 10 November 2022, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Cohen (Chair), Edmunds, Myers, McKillop, Glover and Steptoe

Attending:	District Councillor and ECC Division Councillor Steptoe and M Power (Clerk)


MINUTES

22.211 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.05 pm.

22.212 Presentation to the winners of the Barling Magna Scarecrow Competition.
The winners of the scarecrow competition, Jack and Rebecca Sendall, and the runners-up, Austin and Seren Ward, were presented with their prizes by the Chair of the Council. They were congratulated on their scarecrows, which were both entertaining and highly original.

22.213 To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllrs Glover and Gardiner and District Councillors, Gooding, Myers and Williams.

22.214 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils.  In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the County and District Councils. He declared an interest in item 22.217b by virtue of his wife having made purchases for the Christmas hampers. Cllr Cohen declared an interest in item 22.217b by virtue of having made purchases for the Christmas hampers.

22.215 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 6 October 2022 
Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Ashdown, and agreed unanimously, that the minutes of the meeting held on 6 October 2022 be approved.

22.216 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
There were no public in attendance on this occasion.



22.217 Financial matters

a. The bank reconciliations to 31 July, 31 August and 30 September 2022, which had been circulated previously, were noted.
b. The following table of payments, which had been circulated previously to Members, were approved. Proposed by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr McKillop and agreed unanimously.

	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	               272.42 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	61.35 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	82.96 

	Direct Debit
	Wave
	Parish Hall water
	111.39 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	                 46.74 

	BACS
	Staff
	Salaries
	           2,380.56 

	BACS
	Essex Pensions
	Clerk's ECC pension
	               334.80 

	BACS
	Beeline Bouncers
	Balance of account for Queen's Jubilee
	               325.00 

	Debit Card
	Ernest Doe
	New mower for WLR
	               660.00 

	BACS
	Essex County Gardens
	Grounds maintenance - October 2022
	               308.68 

	BACS
	Essex County Gardens
	Grounds maintenance - Jun-Sept 2021
	           1,217.04 

	BACS
	Mrs C Steptoe
	Christmas Hampers
	               320.53 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	Christmas Hampers
	               262.21 

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	Street lighting repair - Barling Road
	               100.56 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	Plants for dingy
	                 10.00 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	Gift card prizes Scarecrow competition
	                 75.00 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.11.22
	                 14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£6,676.03



c. Members noted the second quarter 2022/23 VAT claim for £5,543.04.
d. The comparison between bank reconciliation and cash book entries to 30.9.22, which had previously been circulated to Members, was noted.
e. It was agreed to donate £100 to the Barling Magna Hall Committee (a registered Charity).

22.218 Clerk’s report
a. Apart from the hedge cutter, the machinery that would replace that stolen from the Wildlife Reserve, was ready for collection.
b. Letter from valuation office – the Chair would confirm that this had been actioned.


22.219 Extension of Grounds Maintenance Contract
The extension of the Grounds Maintenance Contract for a further year, to 31.1.2024, was approved. Proposed by Cllr Cohen, seconded by Cllr Steptoe.

22.220 Little Wakering Road Play Space
The Valley 200 model rubbish bin would be purchased for the play space at a cost of £174.99. The Grounds Maintenance Contractor would be asked to provide a price to instal the bin.

22.221 New Notice Board for the bus shelter at Mucking Hall Road
Littlethorpe had quoted £600 plus delivery and VAT for a replacement notice board for the shelter. This seemed overly expensive and alternative quotes should be sourced.

22.222 Parish Hall Matters
a. Suspected damp in the toilet lobby area of the hall. Cllr Cohen would research the original tender paperwork for details of the builder who undertook the work with a view to contacting him for a site visit for further investigations.
b. Scuffed flooring in the hall. Cllr Cohen would make enquiries of a former Councillor for specialist advice relating to the cleaning of the flooring. As a general refresh it was felt that it may be appropriate for the main hall area to be repainted and refurbished including where there was faint cracking. Quotes for the work to be obtained.
c. Replacement of the library box outside the hall. The Council may already have one in store – enquiries to be made. Otherwise, for the next agenda.
d. Cllr Edmunds would source a luminous chain to be put across from the corner of the building to the bus shelter. Cllr Edmunds to liaise with the Clerk.

22.223 Events
a. Autumn quiz. 61 people had attended.  A surplus of £454 had been generated for the Barling Magna Village Hall Committee plus the £100 donation to the Trust from the Parish Council. The Council thanked Cllr Cohen for all her hard work towards making the evening such a success.
b. Photography Competition. This would be readvertised on social media and the local school advised.
c. Citizen of the Year. It was agreed that this would be readvertised, and the entry deadline extended to 31.12.22.
d. Christmas hampers. The hampers were almost complete. Cllr Glover offered a donation of around £400 from a fund collected for the benefit of residents. These funds would be split between this year and next. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe and seconded by Cllr Edmunds that an additional £300 be allocated to the budget for additional items for the hampers (which would in effect be funded from the donation).

22.224 Wildlife Reserve Electricity Installation
The Eon electricity supply had been installed. Electrical items at the Reserve would need to be PAT tested, which Cllr Edmunds kindly volunteered to undertake. The Clerk was asked to write to Sanctuary Housing and Higgins Partnership to thank them for undertaking the works.   A modest gift would be purchased for each of the WLR volunteers as a gesture and token of thanks for the excellent work they do during the year to maintain the Reserve in good order

22.225 Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
The Chair had attended a meeting of the Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils, at which it had been agreed that Members would share and promote each other’s events. Local councils were encouraged to sign up to the latest Code of Conduct.

22.226 St Mary’s Church
Cllr Steptoe reported that there had been a meeting of the Working Group and a further meeting was scheduled for 14 November. Rev. Lepley and the PCC had been updated. A meeting would take place with the representative from the Diocese. There was a possibility, when the CIC had been established, of funding for emergency repairs, in conjunction with the PCC.

22.227 Planning Matters
No planning applications had been received.

22.228 Street Lighting
There were no street lighting reports.

22.229 Reports from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest.
County Councillor Steptoe confirmed that the streetlights in Havenside were the responsibility of ECC. The supply of LED lights across the country was in short supply. RDC Planning Enforcement had concerns in respect of the Barling Lodge care home. Cllr Steptoe had attended the London Southend Airport Noise Forum, which dealt with noise complaints from residents. The Forum was looking for volunteers, and Parish Councillors would be ideal. A water pipe believed to be running through the driveway to the Parish Council’s playing field in Little Wakering Road may possibly be blocked and further investigations were necessary. ECC would be contacted to try to establish the route of the piping. A meeting with a local resident had also been scheduled. Cllr Steptoe was authorised to liaise with the insurance company in respect of coverage under the insurance policy should any liability be deemed to fall to the Parish Council.

22.230 At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings
· [bookmark: _Hlk111745736]Grants of £300 were available from London Hearts to purchase a defibrillator. Installing a defibrillator in the Stonebridge area should be progressed.
· Quotes needed for fencing at the front of the hall.
· Quotes needed for pruning the oak tree at the front of the hall.
· Cllr Roger Gardiner had tendered his registration from the Council to the Chair of the Council due to personal reasons. The Chair would write a letter of thanks on behalf of the Council.

22.231 Exclusion of the Press and the Public.
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

22.232 Funding arising from Sanctuary Housing community offset relating to the Barrow Hall Road Development
A letter to both Sanctuary and the Higgins Partnership would be written to convey thanks for the implementation of the works in the Wildlife Reserve. Higgins would be contacted to see if any progress had been made in the request for additional funding.

22.233 Acquisition of the recreation area.
Cllr Steptoe was authorised to liaise with Rochford District Council.

22.234 To declare the meeting closed. Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 9.45 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.



*  *  *  *  *  * 
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