
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE BARLING MAGNA WILDLIFE RESERVE COMMITTEE meeting held on Monday 5 December 2022 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Little Wakering Road, Barling Magna, Essex 


Present: -	Councillors J. Edmunds, K. McKillop (Chair), and D. Myers 

In attendance: -	M. Power and Mr. P. Shaw (Volunteer)

MINUTES

1. The Chair to declare the meeting open
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 p.m.

2. To receive apologies for absence
Apologies from Cllrs. Bright, Cohen and Steptoe and Mr J Goodman (volunteer)

3. To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
No Declarations were received

4. To agree the Minutes of the Wildlife Committee held on 5 September 2022
Proposed by Cllr Edmunds and seconded by Cllr. Myers that the Minutes of the meeting held on 5 September 2022 be agreed as a correct record and approved.

5. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Meeting.
There were none present	

6. Volunteers’ Matters – including any recommendations to Council

a. There was nothing to report.

7.  Equipment and Expenditure

The head volunteer has had discussions with the other volunteers to establish the equipment and tools needed for the Reserve. Shown below is a list (with approximate costs).

· Mattock (to replace that stolen), Screwfix budget £34.99.
· Post Hole Digger tool (to replace that stolen), Screwfix budget £44.99.
· Post Hole Auger tool (to replace that stolen), Screwfix budget £44.99
· Hand Panel saws X 2 (to replace existing worn-out ones), Screwfix budget 2 X £6.49, total £12.98.
· Double extension ladder wall hooks for container, Screwfix budget £17.63.

Members were advised that these purchases could be requested in the new financial year if there were insufficient funds available this year.

Following a request from the volunteers, it was proposed by Cllr McKillop, seconded by Cllr Myers and RECOMMENDED into Council that the following be purchased in the current financial year.

· Electric Kettle (£14).
· Basic Microwave to heat soup or food by the volunteers (£60).
· Decking stain/varnish (to a maximum of £50)
			 
8.  Current Topics

a. Electricity to the Reserve: A galvanised conduit had been put in for all sockets and lights and a trench dug to supply the container with power. Higgins will PAT test all electrical items on site; newly purchased items do not require PAT testing in the first year. The volunteers had been advised that they must not bring in their own electrical items from home. PAT testing must be done annually, so would be next due in January 2024.
b. Potential for additional funding for the Wildlife Reserve: The Clerk would contact Higgins to see if they need any further information from the Council.
c. Green Flag ‘mystery shopper’ report. The volunteers had studied the report and advised they were able to undertake most of the recommendations for improvement in the report themselves. The notice board would be totally revamped, and a management plan drafted for presentation to Council. The signs in the Reserve would be cleaned and latest wildlife sightings added regularly to an information board. The Reserve could consider running a pre-school nature session, potentially to be run by Belfairs Woodland Centre, which already ran such courses and had all the equipment needed. It would be established if DBS checking would be necessary.

9. The next meeting of the Committee

Monday, 6 March 2023 at 7.00 p.m.

10. Exclusion of the Press and the Public.
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

11. Security cameras at the Reserve
Various security matters and options were discussed.



The Chair declared the meeting closed at 7.45 p.m. thanking members and volunteers for their attendance.
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