



BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 14 September 2023, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:   	Councillors Myers, McKillop, Efde, Bright and Steptoe (in the Chair)

Attending:	District Councillor and ECC Division Councillor S

MINUTES

22.235 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.05 pm.

22.236 To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllrs Bright, Cohen and Edmunds and District Councillors Gooding, McPherson, Myers and Williams.

22.237 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils.  In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the County and District Councils.

22.238 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 10 November 2022 
Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Ashdown, and agreed unanimously, that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 November 2022 be approved.

22.239 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
There were no public in attendance on this occasion.

22.240 Financial matters

a. The bank reconciliations to 31 October and 30 November 2022 were unavailable and would be presented to the January meeting of Council.
b. The following table of payments, which had been circulated previously to Members, were approved. Proposed by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Glover and agreed unanimously.

	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Street lighting power
	               305.16 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	127.02 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	209.21 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	                 46.74 

	BACS
	Staff
	Salaries
	           1,585.96 

	BACS
	M Power
	Mileage claim
	                 44.80 

	BACS
	Essex Pensions
	Clerk's ECC pension
	               360.15 

	Debit card
	Cartridge Save
	Printer ink
	                 16.40 

	Debit card
	Factory shop
	Stationery
	                 10.67 

	BACS
	Essex County Gardens
	Grounds maintenance - November 2022
	               308.68 

	Debit card
	Screwfix
	Padlocks for WLR
	               189.45 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	Christmas Hampers
	                 23.95 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	Christmas Hampers
	                 40.00 

	BACS
	M Cohen
	Christmas Hampers
	                   4.50 

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	Street lighting repair and new LED light
	               549.60 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Cleaning materials for hall
	                 92.04 

	BACS
	G Gates
	Paint for hall
	               172.00 

	BACS
	Ernest Doe
	Wildlife Reserve equipment
	           1,554.00 

	BACS
	Lemon Fencing
	Fencing at the Playspace
	           2,394.00 

	Direct Debit
	PWLB
	Half-yearly loan repayment for Loan 1
	           2,415.25 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.11.22
	                 14.39 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£10,463.97



22.241 Clerk’s report
a. Fencing at the playspace. A quote had been received for over £3000 for a 2.4m high fence (as existing). The project to be put on hold for the time being due to the cost. The purchase of a new padlock was approved.
b. Litter bin on approach to playspace – the grounds maintenance contractor had confirmed a cost of no more than £100 to fit the bin.
c. Fencing at hall – fencing specification needed to be drawn up to include both fences, as well as for a price if the work were undertaken in stages.
d. Library box. A scheme whereby library boxes are provided and maintained free of charge was discussed. Cllr Glover would investigate this further.

22.242 Finance Committee recommendations
a. Draft budget for 2023-24. Council considered the draft budget, as recommended by the Finance Committee. This included a review of the Council’s financial priorities. Proposed by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Myers and carried unanimously that the draft budget dated 8 December 2022 be approved.
b. Precept for 2023-24. The Council’s auditor had confirmed that a level of general reserves at between 3 and 12 months of the Council’s income was appropriate. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Ashdown that earmarked reserves for specific projects be included in the budget; that the precept be increased for 2023-24 by 2%. This would result in a total annual precept of £64,226 (estimated at £102.38 annually per household) based on the provisional figure provided by the District Council of 627.3 households in the parish. This would be confirmed during the course of December.
(Note: All Members present declared an interest in this item as Council Tax payers.)

22.243 Wildlife Reserve Committee
The Reserve had been ‘mystery shopped’ by Green Flag. The report was extremely positive, with a few suggestions, mainly relating to information boards, noticeboards and a suggestion that the Management Plan be updated. Mr Shaw advised that the volunteers had read the report and could undertake most of the recommendations themselves. All updated materials would be presented to the Wildlife Reserve Committee/Council. The website would also be updated to include more information on the Reserve.
Proposed Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Glover that the Wildlife Reserve expenditure listed below be approved in the current financial year, up to a total value of £300 and ensuring the best value for money.
· Mattock (to replace that stolen), Screwfix budget £34.99.
· Post Hole Digger tool (to replace that stolen), Screwfix budget £44.99.
· Post Hole Auger tool (to replace that stolen), Screwfix budget £44.99
· Hand Panel saws X 2 (to replace existing worn-out ones), Screwfix budget 2 X £6.49, total £12.98.
· Double extension ladder wall hooks for container, Screwfix budget £17.63.
· Electric Kettle (£14).
· Basic Microwave to heat soup or food by the volunteers (£60).
· Decking stain/varnish (to a maximum of £50)
The cost of a path from car park to the buildings would be sought.

22.244 Parish Hall Update
a. Cllr Cohen had been in contact with the original builder in respect of suspected damp in the toilet lobby area of the hall. Further investigations would be needed. The painting of the main hall area was complete and the scuff marks on the flooring were being dealt with.
b. Oak tree pruning. Quotes would be obtained for a general prune of the tree so that it didn’t interfere with the cables.

22.245 Legal Fees relating to the surrender of the lease of the Barling Magna Parish Hall and the issue of a new lease
Council considered the report from the Parish Clerk and Resolved that Barling Magna Parish Council will reimburse the Barling Magna Parish Hall Committee (to become the Barling Magna Community Trust) for all reasonable legal costs and disbursements paid in relation to the surrender and re-issue of the lease of Barling Magna Parish Hall.

22.246 Events
a. Photography Competition. Entries had been received in the adult category, as well as in the under 16s category. The local school had advertised the competition in their newsletter.
b. Citizen of the Year. The deadline was 31/12/2022 and three entries had been received to date.
c. Christmas hampers. All hampers had been made up and were in the process of being delivered.
d. Christmas lights. Judging would take place the following week.

22.247 Reports of meetings of outside bodies
No reports were received.

22.248 Planning Matters
Application No: 22/01054/FUL Site Location: Walkers Farm Barling Road Barling Magna Proposal: Two storey front extension with balcony. The Parish Council had no comment to make on this application.

22.249 Street Lighting
The following three lights would be reported to the contractor for repair:
Past the bus stop by Kimberley Road on the right. 
Outside Barrow Hall farm 
Outside Abbots Hall farm.

22.250 Reports from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest.
County Councillor Steptoe reported that a revision by central government of housing number requirements would need to be reassessed by the District Council. There were ruts on the verges in Barrow Hall Road, past the new development. Cllr Steptoe would be meeting with the ECC Cabinet Member to discuss. The City Fibre works in Sutton Road would start in January. There was a flooding issue opposite the old school in Little Wakering Road, the gullies are buried in the grass verge.

22.251 At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings
[bookmark: _Hlk111745736]The next scheduled meeting of the Council is Thursday 12 January 2023.

22.252 Exclusion of the Press and the Public.
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

22.253 Funding arising from Sanctuary Housing community offset relating to the Barrow Hall Road Development
A letter to both Sanctuary and the Higgins Partnership had been written to convey thanks for the implementation of the works in the Wildlife Reserve. Sanctuary had been contacted to see if any progress had been made in the request for additional funding and if any information was awaited from the Parish Council.

22.254 Acquisition of the recreation area.
Following discussion by Cllr Steptoe with the RDC Assets team it appeared that sale of the recreation area to the Parish Council would not be possible. Negotiations for a long lease would continue.

22.255 To declare the meeting closed. Councillor Steptoe declared the meeting closed at 8.15 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.
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