



BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
held Thursday, 9th February 2023
in the
Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Cohen (Chair), Edmunds, Myers, McKillop, Glover and Steptoe 

Attending:	District Councillor and ECC Division Councillor Steptoe, District Councillor McPherson.

MINUTES

22.38	The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 pm.

22.39	    Presentations to Invited Guests
	    a) Photography Competition, winner adult category Alan Selleck.
b) Photography Competition Winner junior category Nate Bartley.
c) Citizen of the Year – Shaun Bond
The Chair congratulated the winners and thanked them for coming along to the meeting.
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22.40 Minutes Silence
The Council, Clerk and those in attendance stood silent for one minute as a sign of respect following the untimely passing of the Clerk – Michelle Power.

22.41 To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from District Councillors Gooding, Myers and Williams.

22.42 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils.  In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the County and District Councils considered the matter.  He also declared an interest in St Mary’s Church CIC, to which he had been appointed chairman.
Cllr Edmunds declared an interest in the proposed Warm Spaces project
 
22.43 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 12th January 2023
It was proposed by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Glover, and agreed unanimously, that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2023 be approved subject to amendments at 22.27 (table of payments) and 22.28(d) (highly commended being no. 29 Church Road – not 31)


22.44 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
There were no public in attendance on this occasion.

22.45 Financial matters
a. The Bank reconciliation were not available due to the unforeseen circumstances and it was unanimously agreed to defer this to the next meeting.
b. The following table of payments, which had been circulated previously to Members, were approved. Proposed by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Glover and agreed unanimously.  An amendment was noted to the January payment schedule in that the payment to Essex Pension Fund was £334.81 (not £360.15) and some payments described as paid by BACS had been paid by cheque.

	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	Npower
	Street Lighting 01.01.23 - 31.01.23
	               345.34 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	39.39 

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	158.97 

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	                 46.74 

	cheque 
	Staff
	Salaries
	               467.03 

	Direct Debit
	Npower
	Street Lighting 01.12.22 - 31.12.22
for approval – paid but amount omitted from January’s schedule.
	               356.09 

	
	Essex Pensions
	Clerk's ECC pension
	 TBA 

	cheque 
	Essex County Gardens
	Grounds Maintenance - January 2023
	               308.68 

	cheque 
	M Cohen
	COY Award (£70) and Certificate frame
	                 73.49 

	cheque 
	M Cohen
	Vouchers for Photography Competition
	£150.00

	cheque 
	K. McKillop
	Screwfix - WLR tools
	                 99.00 

	cheque 
	W&H Romac
	Street Light Repair
	£118.08

	cheque 
	HMRC
	PAYE liability 05.11.22 - 05.01.23
	               728.39 

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription February 2023
	                 14.39 

	cheque 
	 Peter Shaw
	 Expenses WLR
	58.95 

	 
	 
	Total payments 
	£2,964.54



c. Internal Auditor – It being understood that Auditing Solutions the Parish Council’s current internal auditor, may be experiencing staff difficulties The Chair had received a quotation (£390) from an alternative internal auditor, John Watson.  The Chair proposed the appointment of John Watson.  Unanimously agreed.    
d. Internet Banking – It was proposed by the Chair that the Interim Clerk, Sally Faulkner, be added to the Co-Operative bank account as an administrator (not a signatory) in order that payments can be set up for approval and reconciliations completed.  Unanimously agreed.  

19:25 Cllr Steptoe left the meeting.

22.46 Village Hall 
a) The Council  had been approached to with a request that the hall be used as a Warm Hub as a joint venture with All Saints Church.  It was suggested that the hall be opened as a warm hub each Thursday between the hours of say 12 and 2.30 when drinks and a warm snack would be provided to visitors.  It was proposed by Cllr Glover and seconded by Cllr Cohen and agreed unanimously.
b) Council thanked Cllr Bright for servicing the boiler and providing the certificate.

22.47 Events and Projects
a) Parish Council Website – the Chair had contacted the webmaster and the lighter background had now been restored.   Clerk has access and put a message of sympathy on there.  In the fullness of time all requisite items such as minutes etc will be displayed and additional photographs and Wildlife Reserve news will be added.  This will be addressed once urgent items have been completed.

22.48 St Mary’s Church
This item was deferred until Cllr Steptoe returned to the meeting.

22.49 Items for Discussion
a. Sale of BCS Tracmaster Power Scythe.  An offer has been received but it was decided to defer to next meeting in order to share picture for other offers and take advice as to value.
b. Community Pantry/Library.  Council has been offered a wooden container to replace the existing one.  It has two compartments one for books and the other for non-perishable goods.  This was proposed by Cllr Myers and seconded by Cllr Glover.  Unanimously agreed.
c. Barling Sign (in Barling Road) – it was agreed to defer action until later in the year when more urgent items have been completed.

22.50 Planning Matters
23/00069/FUL 	4 Barrow Hall Cottages	
erect detached outbuilding to provide parking and storage at ground level and office/study space first floor.  Councillors had no object to the application but were concerned about possible future development or enhancement.

22.51 Reports of meetings of outside bodies
No reports were received.  

22.52 Clerk’s report
a. Interim Clerk reported that most software had been accessed and she was working her way through, learning how to use them as required.

22.53 Street Lighting
a.	The light outside 29 Church Road has now been repaired.  The quote for the shield will be discussed at the next meeting.
	
22.54 Reports from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest.
a.   District Cllr McPherson advised on RDC Budget Setting, standards and 	on-line training.  As well as proposed changes to the bin collections.

20:06	Cllr Steptoe re-joined the meeting.

b. County Councillor Steptoe reported on:
i. Essex recycling sites have same day booking.
ii. An outline of ECC budgets including additional funding for potholes.  Cllr Steptoe asked that potholes be reported to him by email and include the “what3words” address.
iii. City Fibre is being rolled out in Gt. Wakering.

22.55	St Mary’s Church
a) Cllr Steptoe advised that the CIC – St Mary the Virgin Little Wakering is now formally constituted.  Next meeting 16th February.
b) Cllr Glover proposed, and Cllr Cohen seconded the proposal to formally support this project which was unanimously agreed.  The question of the level of support will be on the March agenda 

22.36     At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for 		   future meetings
[bookmark: _Hlk111745736]The next scheduled meeting of the Council is Thursday 9th March 2023.   Interim Clerk advised that she would be on leave, and it was agreed to bring the meeting forward to 2nd March 2023.  
Items for discussion
· St Mary’s CIC donations
· Blinds for Meeting room.
· Sanctuary play space donation.

 	
Council thanked Cllr Cohen for all the work she put at this difficult time and other Councillors offered to assist with sorting paperwork and meeting information.



Exclusion of the Press and the Public.
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved  that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

22.37 Consider Staffing support and take such actions as may be agreed.
Cllrs Cohen and Steptoe advised Cllrs about a person they had met who has expressed an interest in working with the Council primarily as an Admin Assistant under the direction and supervision of the Interim Clerk.  The person concerned had been introduced to the Councillors at the outset of the meeting.

Following a proposal by the Vice-Chair it was unanimously agreed to offer the person a permanent contract for 16 hours per week at £11.01 per hour under a 6 month probation.

22.38  Floral Tribute for Michelle Power. 
Following the wishes of the family It was unanimously agreed to give a donation of £100 from the Chairmans Fund to Havens Hospice in memory of the previous clerk.

Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 21:17 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.


*  *  *  *  *  * 
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