



BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday, 12th January 2023, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bright, Cohen (Chair), Edmunds, Myers, McKillop, Glover and Steptoe 

Attending:	District Councillor and ECC Division Councillor Steptoe, District Councillor McPherson.

MINUTES

23.1	The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 pm.

22.23 Presentations to Invited Guests
a) Photography Competition, winner and runner up.
b) Photography Competition Junior Winner & Runner up.
c) Citizen of the Year.

22.24 Minutes Silence
The Council, Clerk and visitors stood silent for one minute as a sign of respect following the untimely passing of the Clerk – Michelle Power.

22.25 To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from District Councillors Gooding, Myers and Williams.

22.26 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils.  In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the County and District Councils considered the matter.  He also declared an interest in St Mary’s Church CIC, to which he had been appointed chairman.
 
22.27 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 12th January 2023
It was proposed by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Glover, and agreed unanimously, that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2023 be approved.

22.28 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
There were no public in attendance on this occasion.



22.29 Financial matters

a. The bank reconciliations to 31st December 2022 were unavailable and would be presented to the February meeting of Council.
b. The following table of payments, which had been circulated previously to Members, were approved. Proposed by Cllr Ashdown, seconded by Cllr Glover and agreed unanimously.

	 
	Payee
	Description
	£
	

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	123.76
	

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	158.97
	

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	46.74
	

	BACS
	Staff
	Salaries
	1,708.94
	

	BACS
	Essex Pensions
	Clerk's ECC pension
	360.15
	

	BACS
	Essex County Gardens
	Grounds malntenance - December 2022
	308.68
	

	BACS
	Kim McKlllop
	Chairman's Fund WLR vol. gifts
	127.59
	

	BACS
	Peter Shaw
	Expenses  WLR
	47.52
	

	BACS
	Sally Faulkner
	Locum Clerk Invoice
	735.15
	

	BACS
	Barling Magna Parish Hall Committee
	Interim Invoice – legal expenses in negotiating and drafting of new Lease for village hall
	1200.00
Inc. vat
	

	Direct Debit
	PWLB
	PWLB loan repayment (2) due 2S5.01.23
	1,289.00
	

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription due 2.11.22
	14.39
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	Total payments
	6120.89
	



22.30 Events and Projects
a. Photography Competition. Winners are follows:
i. Winner – Bathing Beauty
ii. Runner up – Barling hall Creek
iii. Junior winner – Waiting for a Treat
iv. Jnr. Runner-up – Tide is out at Little Wakering Creek
As per minute 22.187/e the prizes will be Winner £75, Runner up £25, Junior under 16 Winner £30 and runner up £20.  It was agreed to purchase “One for All” vouchers.  Winners to be invited to February Meeting.
b. Citizen of the Year.  Following consideration of the nominations was Shaun Bond was voted for winner for all his support of the Parish and in particular his work in improvements at the Village Hall.  He will be invited to accept a voucher for Castle Pub (£75).Letters of acknowledgement to be sent to other nominees
c. Christmas hampers. 39 were delivered, Letters and cards of thanks were received. Councillors expressed their thanks to Cllr Cohen and Clerk to thanks Carole Steptoe for her contribution.
d. Christmas lights.  
1st prize: 31 Barrow Hall Road 
 2nd prize: 312 Little Wakering Road 
3rd prize 9 Mucking Hall Road 
Highly commended: 
27a Church Road, 68 Kimberley Road, Cunim Barling Road and opposite the Church in Church Road (31) 
e. The winner’s trophy has been engraved by Mr. Michael Adler (without charge).  It was agreed the winner will hold the trophy for three months then it will be put on display in the Hall Lobby.
f. Parish Council Website – whilst the Council does not have the capacity to fully update, Cllrs Cohen & Steptoe will speak to the webmaster to see if some changes can be made.

22.31 St Mary’s Church
Cllr Steptoe advised that the Community Interest Company (CIC) has been set up and directors nominated.  Next Meeting on 13th January 2023 followed by discussions with the PCC and Diocese.

22.32 Parish Hall Matters
a. Dryers in Ladies Toilet: Clerk to contact Tony Young to check voltage for the Hall and capacity for upgrading the hand dryer and report to next meeting.
b. It was agreed to obtain suggestions and quotes to replace the grassed area with an alternative, possibly grass Crete, and then consider how to fund.
c. Cllr Bright offered to service the boiler at no cost.  Thanks given to Cllr Bright.

22.33 Planning Matters
No applications have been received.

22.34 Reports of meetings of outside bodies
No reports were received.  

22.35 Clerk’s report
a. There was not a formal report from the Clerk.
b. The following correspondence was received:
i. Quote for £150 to prune the Oak Tree.  It was unanimously agreed to go ahead.
ii. Letter of thanks received from one of the organisers of the Frost Fayre for use of the Hall.
iii. Holliday dates for the hall manager were received and will be circulated.

22.36 Street Lighting
a.	The following lights will be reported to the contractor for repair:
	289 Little Wakering Road 
	Outside Barrow Hall farm 
	Outside Abbots Hall farm
	Vine Cottages
	Kings Mead Cottages
	Church Road ½ way along

b.	In the summer Councillors will do a survey of street lights, Cllr Steptoe 	advised that those in Havenside, Crofts, Kimberley and outside the hall 	are all ECC owned.

22.37 Reports from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest.
a.	District Cllr Efde advised that his portfolio now includes Leisure & 	Tourism & Cllr Williams will include Housing.  He also advised about 	the Business Awards, Rochford District Matters being issued and a new 	website to be more inclusive.
b.	District Cllr McPherson sent a report regarding delivery of Food 	Parcels.
c. County Councillor Steptoe reported on:
i. The 4-way lights at Barrow Hall Road
ii. Sutton Road closure
iii. Airport Noise Forum
iv. Local Planning Enforcement
v. King Edmund School (KES)
vi. Local Flooding
vii. Dumped waste has been reported.



22.36     At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for 		     future meetings
[bookmark: _Hlk111745736]The next scheduled meeting of the Council is Thursday 9th February 2023.  Council thanked Cllr Cohen for all the work she put into making the January meeting happen.



Exclusion of the Press and the Public.
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved  that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

22.37 Acquisition of the recreation area.
As RDC do not want to sell the land the Clerk will forward the Solicitors Queries to RDC and propose an additional clause in the draft Lease where BMPC is offered first refusal in the event of a sale.

22.38 Consider Staffing support and actions to take.
Following an in-depth discussion it was proposed by Cllr Bright and seconded by Cllr Edmunds then agreed, to delegate discussions to Cllrs Cohen & Steptoe, and report back to next meeting.

Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 9.25 pm, thanking Members for their attendance.


*  *  *  *  *  * 
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