


 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
held Thursday, 13th April 2023
in the
Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:   	Councillors Cohen (Chair), Edmunds, Myers, McKillop, Glover and Steptoe 

Attending:	Interim Clerk Sally Faulkner
Administrator Steph Rochester
District Councillor Efde


MINUTES

22.38	The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.10 pm.

22.23 To receive apologies for absence.
No apologies were received.
All District Councillors

22.24 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils.  In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the County and District Councils considered the matter.  He also declared an interest in St Mary’s Church CIC, to which he had been appointed chairman.
Cllr Edmunds declared an interest in the proposed Warm Spaces project
 
22.25 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 2nd March 2023
It was proposed by Cllr Myers, seconded by Cllr Edmunds, and agreed unanimously.

22.26 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
There were no public in attendance on this occasion.

22.27 Financial matters
a. The Bank reconciliations were not available due to the unforeseen circumstances, and it was unanimously agreed to defer this to the next meeting.
b. Request received from CAMEO for donation towards their weekly hubs.  Cllr Steptoe proposed £500, it was seconded by Cllr Glover and agreed unanimously.  Cllr Edmunds took no part in the discussion or vote.
c. The following table of April payments, which had been circulated previously to Members, was approved. Proposed by Cllr Glover, seconded by Cllr McKillop and agreed unanimously.  Subject to the including the £500 grants to CAMEO and St Marys Church payments being included 


	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	58.71

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	141.55

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	46.74

	Direct Debit
	N Power
	Street Lighting  March 
	300.71

	Direct Debit
	N Power
	Street Lighting
	331.27

	BACS
	Staff
	April Salaries
	1,860.11

	Card
	HMRC
	Q4 PAYE & NI
	227.50

	BACS
	Executors
	Holiday Pay MP
	1395.54

	BACS
	EALC
	Affiliation fee EALC & NALC
	451.59

	BACS
	Essex County Gardens
	Grounds Maintenance March 
	308.68

	BACS
	Reliable Fire
	Annual Maintaince 
	269.26

	BACS
	W&H Romac
	Repair to 7 Lights
	751.32

	BACS
	S Faulkner 
	Reimbursed Expenses
	7.60

	BACS
	G Gates
	Reimbursed Expenses
	31.99

	BACS
	P Shaw
	Reimbursed Expenses
	86.27

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription 
	14.39

	BACS
	CAMEO
	Donation
	500.00

	BACS
	Friends of St Marys CIC
	RDC grant 2498.40 & BMPC £500
	2998.40

	 
	 
	Total payments
	9781.63




22.28 Play Space at Little Wakering Road
a) It was agreed that the Clerk would get quotes updated and speak to Sanctuary Housing regarding funding.  Or approach the High Sherriff’s fund.

22.29 Events and Projects
The Chair was thanked for donating the flags for East and the Coronation.

22.30 St Mary’s Church
Cllr Steptoe advised that the next step is to carry out a bat survey.	

22.31 Planning Matters
None recceived

22.32 Reports of meetings of outside bodies
No reports were received.  

22.33 Reports from Outside Bodies
No reports received.

22.34 Clerk’s report
a. Interim Clerk reported that the offer for the Scythe had been increased to £1500.  Cllr Steptoe proposed and Cllr McKillop seconded that it be accepted subject to a Liability Disclaimer being signed by the purchaser.  All agreed.

22.35 Street Lighting
a.	Interim Clerk reported that the street light repairs were almost up to date. 
	
22.36 Reports from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest.
a.   Cllr Efde reported on District Matters include the Planning Portal, Rochford District Matters and Cost of Living Dashboard.
b.	Cllr Steptoe updated on County items including Potholes, Street Lights, S106 Monies and use of local premises by government.

22.36     At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for 		   future meetings
[bookmark: _Hlk111745736]The next scheduled meeting is the Annual Parish Council Meeting on 11th May at 7.30 which will be preceded by Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm.

Council thanked Cllr Cohen for all the work she put in during her time as a Councillor and looked forward to working with her in her new role with the Hall Charity.



Exclusion of the Press and the Public.
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

22.37 Update on Staffing Issues
a.   It was Proposed by Cllr Steptoe and seconded by Cllr Edmunds that a laptop, printer and additional email address be purchased with a £420 budget.  All agreed.
b.  It was agreed that the Personnel Committee would meet early in the new year to discuss the staffing roles etc. 


Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 20:30, thanking Members for their attendance and support during her time as both a councillor and chair.


*  *  *  *  *  * 
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