



BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
held Thursday, 2nd March 2023
in the
Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex.

Present:   	Councillors Cohen (Chair), Edmunds, Myers, McKillop, Glover and Steptoe 

Attending:	Interim Clerk Sally Faulkner

MINUTES

22.38	The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 pm.

22.23 To receive apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllrs Bright, Glover and Ashdown,
All District Councillors

22.24 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County or District Councils.  In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the County and District Councils considered the matter.  He also declared an interest in St Mary’s Church CIC, to which he had been appointed chairman.
Cllr Edmunds declared an interest in the proposed Warm Spaces project
 
22.25 To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 9th February 2023
It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr McKillop, and agreed unanimously.

22.26 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council 
There were no public in attendance on this occasion.

22.27 Financial matters
a. The Bank reconciliations were not available due to the unforeseen circumstances, and it was unanimously agreed to defer this to the next meeting.
b. The following table of March payments, which had been circulated previously to Members, was approved. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe, seconded by Cllr Cohen and agreed unanimously.  Subject to the Npower payment being included in April’s list.



	 
	Payee
	Description
	£

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall electricity
	61.66

	Direct Debit
	E.on
	Parish Hall gas
	170.86

	Direct Debit
	British Telecom
	Combined broadband and mobile
	46.74

	Chq
	Staff
	Salaries Feb & March
	1,845.56

	Chq
	M Steptoe
	Councillor Allowances
	42.53

	Chq
	D Myers
	Councillor Allowances
	53.13

	Chq
	S Glover
	Councillor Allowances
	53.13

	Chq
	Essex County Gardens
	Grounds malntenance -Feb 23 and village hall Oak Tree trim
	458.68

	Chq
	MPE Alarms
	Annual Maintenance & emergency light fish key
	642.60

	Chq
	Fairhavens
	Chairmans Fund donation
	100.00

	Debit card
	Zoom
	1 month subscription 
	14.39

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Total payments
	3489.28



c. Council noted the 2023/24 Section 137 Figures
d. Council noted that the Co-op bank account change form had been completed by the Interim Clerk and signed in accordance with current mandate, ready to be submitted.

22.28 Village Hall 
a) The Council reviewed the information supplied by the Chair and agreed to purchase vertical roller blinds for the committee room, patterned or coloured if possible, with a maximum cost of £350.00.  Chair delegated to organise. This was proposed by Cllr Steptoe and seconded by Cllr McKillop.
b)  A request was received from  local resident, Judith Smith, to borrow tables and chairs from the Hall for a charity event on 10th June 2023.  Unanimously agreed.

22.29 Barling Wildlife Reserve
The report regarding the Green Flag award from Keep Britain Tidy.  It was agreed to accept the mystery shopper option for this year and reapply for the award in future years.

22.30 St Mary’s Church
Cllr Steptoe advised that the Bank Account will be opened within a couple of weeks.  A grant from RDC must be paid out before the end of the financial year.  It was requested that this be paid into BMPC account for holding until St Mary’s formalities completed.  Our Internal Auditor has been approached and has confirmed that they have no objection on this occasion.  In view of this proposal was made by Cllr Myers and seconded by Cllr Edmunds.  Agreed by all.

Council discussed giving St Mary’s a small donation and proposed by Cllr Myers, with seconding from Cllr Cohen to give the Church CIC £500, agreed by all.

Cllr Steptoe took no part in these discussions or votes.

22.31 Correspondence
a.	The Letter from Department of Levelling up, Housing and Communities regarding an Event for the King’s coronation was discussed however it was agreed not to do one this year as there is not much time and BMPC is in an election year.

22.32 Planning Matters
23/00125/FUL 	365 Little Wakering Road	
New rear extension – no comments.

22.33 Reports of meetings of outside bodies
No reports were received.  

22.34 Reports from Outside Bodies
No reports received.

22.35 Clerk’s report
a. Interim Clerk reported that we now had access to all emails.
b. Access to Office 365 just learning the software.
c. It was agreed to arrange for a lamp shield for a lamp post in Church Road at £135.
d. Election for Parish Councillors in May, Clerk to arrange to pick up election packs from Rochford District.
e. The 20’s Plenty for Essex was discussed and agreed that it is not needed in the Village at this time.  Clerk to advise.

22.36 Street Lighting
a.	Clerk apologised but advised that with the assistance of the new Admin these will gradually be sorted.
	
22.37 Reports from County and District Councillors for the area on any matter of interest.
a.   Cllr Steptoe updated on County items.

22.36     At the Chair’s discretion to exchange information and items for 		   future meetings
[bookmark: _Hlk111745736]The next scheduled meeting of the Council is Thursday 13th April 2023

Council thanked Cllr Cohen for all the work she put at this difficult time and other Councillors offered to assist with sorting paperwork and meeting information.



Exclusion of the Press and the Public.
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

22.37 Update on Staffing Issues
a.    Interim Clerk confirmed that a Job Description had been drawn up for the 	         Administrative Assistant (AA).
b.    As BMPC will no longer have any officers in the LGPS it will be          suspended for up to 3 years.  If no new officers are enrolled during that time a new resolution will be required if they wish to restart.
c.	It was agreed that as the Interim Clerk has spare phone this should be given to AA.
d.	It was agreed to investigate cost of an additional laptop for AA.
e.	Clerk & AA to have weekly meetings, also to meet Hall Manager and Wildlife Reserve Volunteers.


Councillor Cohen declared the meeting closed at 20:30, thanking Members for their attendance.


*  *  *  *  *  * 
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