 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 7th December 2023, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Glover, Ashdown, Mcpherson and  
                    Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    Clerk Sally Faulkner 
                    Admin Assistant Steph Rochester  
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Cllr McPherson
                    Angelina Marriott Chair of Hullbridge Parish Council and Chair of 
                   RHALC.
 
MINUTES 
134/23     The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
 The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.01 pm. 

135/23     To receive apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Efde, Cllr Edmunds, Cllr Myers, Cllr Bright, District Cllr Williams, Cllr Myers and Cllr Gooding.
 
136/23     To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government 	    	               Finance Act 1992
               136/23.1      All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               136/23.2 	Councillors Ashdown, McKillop, Glover, Mcpherson and Steptoe 
               declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               136/23.3 	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council.
               136/23.4    Cllr Mcpherson declared and interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matter she reserves the right to
               change her mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               136/23.5     Cllr Steptoe declared an interest relating to financial matters 
                In regard to Christmas hampers. 
               136/23.6     Cllr Steptoe declared and interest in matters relating to Brunel
                computer companies. 
 
137/23    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
137/23.1      Minutes of Meeting held 9th November 2023 proposed by Cllr McPherson seconded by Cllr McKillop. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of the meeting.





138/23    The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
               Magna to address the Council 
               138/23.1   Cllr Ashdown advised of a streetlight that was still faulty, admin
               advised that she will chase up contractor tomorrow. 

Angela Marriott Chair of Hullbridge Council entered the meeting.
 
139/23:   Financial Matters – to consider and approve
139/23.1 	Clerk presented payment requests for December 2023. Proposed By Cllr McKillop and seconded by Cllr Steptoe.
139/23.2 	Finance Minutes received proposed by Cllr Steptoe and seconded by Cllr McKillop.
139/23.3    Recommendation from Finance Committee of 10% increase of precept to £70,648, and reserves of £38,787, a vote was taken and all Cllrs in agreement
139/23.4   Cllrs all in agreement for clerk to reimburse Cllrs and Carol Steptoe expenses to the amount of £500. Proposed by Cllr McPherson seconded by Cllr Steptoe.

140/23    Clerks Report
               140/23.1   Admin advised that she is awaiting a response from Essex 
               ambulance service regarding bleed boxes and she is also researching who 	    else can advise on this topic. 
140/23.2   Notices regarding accidents received and given to Clerk to      laminate. Checklists also received all Cllrs agreed to use them.   
               140/23.3   Pictures were sent via email of roof repairs to Cllrs earlier in the
               day. Cllrs happy with repairs. 
               140/23.4   Admin asked the Council if she had permission to speak to
               Brunel in regard to making the website more user friendly. Cllrs agreed. 
               140/23.5   Admin also asked if there was anything that the Council would
               like to add to the website. Cllrs advised on a rolling banner with different 
               pictures, a page for our community events, a wildlife reserve page, a  
               history page or a link to and existing Barling history website and social 
               media links. Admin will research this.  

141/23    Correspondence
               141/23.1   Admin advised email was sent and was awaiting a reply from 
               EALC regarding the drainage. Clerk advised they are very busy, so replies
               are taking some time. Chair asked to diarise to January meeting. 
               141/23.2   Cllr Steptoe advised on bursary for admins training. Cllr
               McPherson asked for more information. Clerk advised to have personnel 
               committee meeting before making decision. Cllrs agreed. 
               141/23.3   Clerk advised that Essex County Council redacted funding 
               towards grounds maintenance in local councils. Highway rangers are 
               asking for funding. Cllr McPherson head of overview and scrutiny advised 
               of background, she explained that hedgerows won’t be cut back and 
               proposed a counteroffer to highway rangers. Clerk advised of a possible
               interest provided more information given. Proposed by Cllr McPherson 
               seconded by Cllr Ashdown.




               
142/23    Committee Reports
               142/23.1    Finance Committee – Meeting held on 23rd November 2023. 
               This was discussed during Finance section of agenda.
               142/23.2    Wildlife Reserve Committee – Admin advised that meeting is 
               not to be held this month as Cllrs are away. Also advised that she is 
               awaiting a reply from Cllr Efde and volunteer Peter. Will advise of date
               when one is arranged. 
               142/23.3    Cllr McKillop advised wine had been bought for volunteers and 
               she will distribute soon. Also advised that flowers were bought for
               Volunteer who can no longer help towards the wildlife reserve. 


143/23    Parish Hall 
               143/23.1    Clerk advised hand dryers are being ordered and she is in
               Talks with electrician about dates to fit hand dryers.  
               143/23.2     Admin asked Cllrs what they wish to see on checklist. Cllrs 
               asked admin to discuss with hall manager to assess her routine.

144/23    St Mary’s Church 
               144/23.1    Cllr Steptoe advised the church grounds are closed due to 
               storm damage. Cllr McPherson asked if there were anyway family 
               members can lay wreaths on graves over the holidays. Cllr Steptoe 
               advised to contact the PCC.  

145/23    Projects
              145/23.1   Scarecrow Competition – No update. 
              145/23.2   October Quiz – No update.
              145/23.3   Photographic Competition – Admin advised we have one junior 
              Entry so far and will publish again on social media. 
              145/23.4   Christmas Lights Competition – Admin presented Christmas 
               lights poster. Cllr Steptoe advised he will host a judging meeting on the 21st
                      of December. He will email further details.  
              145/23.5   Citizen of the year – Admin to post again on social media. 
              145/23.6   Christmas Hampers – Cllr Steptoe advised a date to set up the 
               hampers and deliver will be arranged soon. Thanks were given to all
               Cllrs and Carol Steptoe for help.


146/23   Planning Matters. 
              146/23.1   No planning matters were presented.

147/23   Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              147/23.1   Angela Marriott advised she is chasing the minutes of the last
              meeting and she will research the late replies at EALC. 
             








148/23   Street Lighting 
              148/23.1   Admin advised she will chase contractor regarding faulty 
         	   streetlights. 

149/23   To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              149/23.1   District Cllr McPherson advised of the following matters:
               . There has been funding received for the mega centre to deliver a cost-of-
               living crisis event to be held at the old school. This event is open to 
[bookmark: _Int_bY137zI6]               anyone and information is available.
               . She suggests a visit to arc food bank in Shoeburyness. They do 
              wonderful work and she also thanked Essex County Councils funding as it 
              helped very much. 
             149/23.2   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters:
               . Meeting is next Tuesday. Church hall in Great Wakering recycles old 
              uniforms. 
              . Essex County Council are changing all streetlights to led’s.
              . De-evolution is going at pace.
              . Pothole repairs are ongoing and any seen are to be reported.

150/23    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future Meetings
               150/23.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 11th January 
               2023 at 7pm. 
               150/23.2   Finance meeting to be held in February 2023. Date to be         
               announced. 
               150/23.3   Personnel Committee meeting to be held on Monday 18th 
               January 2024 at 7pm. 

























Exclusion of the press and public


151/23   Outstanding Items
              151/23.1   Admin presented outstanding actions. Cllrs reviewed and
               agreed. 
              151/23.2   Timesheets received.

152/23   Personnel Committee   
              152/23.1   Meeting to be held on the Monday 18th Janurary 2024
              



Meeting closed at 8:30pm
        
  

 
