 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 08th February 2024, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Ashdown, Myers, Edmunds, Efde, McPherson
                     and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    Clerk Sally Faulkner 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Cllr Efde
                    District Cllr McPherson
                    One Parishioner present 
 
MINUTES 
173/23     The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
 173/23.1    The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.02 pm. 

174/23     To receive apologies for absence
 174/23.2     Apologies were received from Cllr Bright, Cllr Glover and
                district Cllrs Williams, Myers and Gooding.
 
175/23     To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government 	    	               Finance Act 1992
               175/23.1      All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               175/23.2 	Councillors Ashdown, McKillop, Glover, and Steptoe 
               declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               175/23.3 	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council.
               175/23.4    Cllr Efde declared and interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matter he reserves the right to
               change his mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               175/23.5     Cllr McPherson declared and interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matters she reserves the right to 
               change her mind when the matter us considered by the District Council. 
               175/23.6     Cllr Steptoe declared and interest in St Marys Church.

176/23    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
176/23.1      Minutes of Meeting held 11th January 2024 proposed by Cllr McKillop seconded by Cllr Myers. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of the meeting.



177/23    The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
               Magna to address the Council 
               177/23.1   Parishioner raised an issue with St Mary’s being closed. He 
               Asked when this will be reopened. Cllr Steptoe advised CIC are in 
               negotiations with Diocese to save the church. He has a meeting next week 
               with PCC. Instruction from Bishop to keep cemetery closed due to falling 
               roof tiles for the health and safety of the public, he does not know when 
               this will be reopened. 
               177/23.2    Cllr Ashdown thanks clerk for resolving streetlights issue. She
               advised of a hedge hanging over into the road and causing damage to 
               vehicles. Cllr Steptoe advised this needs to be reported to Essex County 
               Council. He will report issue for her. Cllr Ashdown asked about city fibre 
               being fitted in the area and was advised to contact them directly.  


178/23:   Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
178/23.1 	Clerk presented payment requests for February 2024. Proposed By Cllr McKillop and seconded by Cllr Ashdown.
178/23.2 	Clerk presented reconciliations no further action to be taken. 

179/23    Clerks Report
               179/23.1   Admin advised of response re drainage issue from usual 
               solicitor. Cllrs asked admin to pursue this and ask about costings. Council 
               agreed admin has a limit of £300 to be spent on this issue. Proposed by 
               Cllr McPherson seconded by Cllr Efde. 
179/23.2   Admin advised that due to enorvert funding being time sensitive she has diarised smart meters to next meeting. 
179/23.3   Admin advised almost all quotes have been received. Admin recommended recycled plastic playground equipment. Cllrs agreed. 	        

180/23    Correspondence
180/23.1   Admin read out letters of thanks from recipients of Christmas 
hampers. All Cllrs send their thanks to all involved in the making and 
distributing of Christmas hampers. Letters of thanks will be sent by admin. 
180/23.2   Admin presented training calendar to Cllrs and advised to             
 contact her if Cllrs wish to book. 
180/23.3   Admin presented defibrillator email received and recommended
 that the bleed kit be kept in the same box and defib due to costs and ease 
 of use. Diarised ordering this to next meeting. 

                          
181/23    Committee Reports
               181/23.1    Finance Committee – No Meeting held
               181/23.2    Wildlife Reserve Committee – Minutes of meeting given to Cllrs. Admin to investigate replacement of finger posts in two locations adding the wildlife reserve on to them. Admin to also add the want for unused decking on facebook page.







182/23    Parish Hall 
               182/23.1    Hand dryers have now been fitted. Cllr Steptoe advised they  
               are loud. Asked if admin could investigate prices for automatic close of 
               door between the hall and toilets. 
               182/23.2     Admin advised as Council are replacing fence panels she recommends no longer looking into repairs. Council agreed. 
               182/23.3    Cllr Ashdown advised on bus shelter outside hall having a large crack in the side. Admin to contact the shelter company as shelter is believed to still be under warranty.
182/23.4	Admin presented quote for general maintenance to be carried out at hall. Cllrs agreed to quote. Admin will contact contractor. 
182/23.5    Cllr Edmunds advised Cameo wishes to put a hostess trolley in the kitchen. Proposed by Cllr Edmunds seconded by Cllr McPherson. 

183/23    St Mary’s Church 
183/23.1    Cllr Steptoe advised that he has a meeting with pcc next week. Surveys have been carried out and reports have been given. He will have further updates by next meeting. 
183/23.2    Cllr McPherson asked if Council would consider contacting the diocese to action works on the wall outside which needs refurbishment. Cllr Steptoe advised because the building is listed he will look into what can be done to resolve this. 

184/23    Projects
184/23.1   Scarecrow Competition – To May Council. 
    184/23.2   October Quiz – To take place on 26th Oct and be advertised as a diary date.
             184/23.3   Photographic Competition – Admin presented entries a junior and adult picture was chosen. Admin will contact the winners and invite them to next month’s meeting. 
               184/23.4   Christmas Lights Competition – To October Council 
               184/23.5   Citizen of the year – Admin advised headmistress of Barling
               primary school judged the competition and chose a winner they will be 
               invited to next month’s meeting.  
               184/23.6   Christmas Hampers – To Novembers Council


185/23   Planning Matters. 
              185/23.1   No planning matters were presented.

186/23   Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              186/23.1   RHALC – No meeting held 
 
187/23   Street Lighting 
              187/23.1   Admin advised she has sent details of faulty lights over to the
               vendor. 
              187/23.2   Admin updated Council on resolution of the light outside 245
              Little Wakering road. All issues resolved. 




188/23   To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              188/23.1   District Cllr Mcpherson advised of the following matters:
               .    Mill meeting took place Cllr Mcpherson advised she cannot get on
                    board due to budget. 
.   Email was received in regards to VAS Vehicle activated signs. Does   
    Council wishes to have this investigated. Council wishes for more 
    information to include stress tests on lampposts. 
    188/23.2   District Cllr Efde advised of the following matters: 
     .   Cllr Efde agrees with Cllr McPhersons comments on budget, he 
         believes it should be shared equally. 
    .    Planning training was given including the District’s plan. A consult in the 
         summer will have preferred sites. 
              188/23.3   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters:
               .    He also does not accept the budget. 
               .    A budget meeting is arranged for next Tuesday 
               .   If there is any dangerous flooding, please report to Essex County 
                   Council on the following number 03456037631
               .   Essex County Council have a budget meeting next week
      
189/23    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	    Meetings
               189/23.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 14th March 2024 at 		          7pm. 
               189/23.2   To include the possibility of a summer event at next meeting. 
               



























Exclusion of the press and public

		
190/23   Outstanding Items
190/23.1   Admin and Clerk presented outstanding actions. Cllrs reviewed      and agreed happy to continue as is. Items from this meeting to be added. 
              190/23.2   Timesheets received.

191/23   Personnel Committee   
              191/23.1   It was proposed by Cllr Steptoe and seconded by Cllr Efde that 
              the Clerk Role be split and have a Clerk and separate Responsible Finance 
              Officer with the role of Clerk to be offered to SR initially at 24 hours per 
              week, starting on Level 7 to Level 12 and reviewed annually.  In addition 
              the role of Responsible Finance Officer to be offered to SF initially for 10 
              hours per week on level 14 with a view to, as the Clerk gets more confident, 
              and having the knowledge to learn the RFO, SF will gradually reduce the 
              hours over the next 18 months to 5 hours.  To be reviewed annually, it was 
              unanimously agreed.

192/23   Special award 
              192/23.1   Cllr McKillop proposed we have some form of special award for 
              people who live outside the parish and contribute towards the parish. 
              Possible plaque award with a key upon it. Name of award potentially 
              freedom of the parish. Award to include a financial contribution of £100. 
              Seconded by Cllr Ashdown. All Cllrs in agreement. 
              



Meeting closed at 8:51 pm
        
  

 
