 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 11th April 2024, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Ashdown, Glover, Edmunds, McPherson, Bright, 
                    Myers and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    Clerk Steph Rochester
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Cllr McPherson
                    One Parishioner present 
 
MINUTES 
214/23     The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
 214/23.1    The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.01 pm. 

215/23     To receive apologies for absence
 215/23.2     Apologies were received from Cllr Efde, district Cllrs Williams, Myers and Gooding.

216/23     Chair to greet winners of photography competition
                 216/23.1    Chair gave awards to competition winners. Clerk to post 
                 photos to Facebook.
 
217/23    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government 	    	               Finance Act 1992
               217/23.1      All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               217/23.2 	Councillors Ashdown, McKillop, Glover, and Steptoe 
               declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               217/23.3 	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council.
               217/23.4     Cllr McPherson declared and interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matters she reserves the right to 
               change her mind when the matter us considered by the District Council. 
               217/23.5     Cllr Steptoe declared and interest in St Marys Church.



218/23    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
218/23.1      Minutes of Meeting held 14th March 2024 proposed by Cllr Ashdown seconded by Cllr McKillop. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of the meeting.

219/23    The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
               Magna to address the Council 
               219/23.1   Parishioner asked Cllrs if any information has been given in 
               regards to St Mary’s church being reopened. Cllr Steptoe advised this is 
               out of Council control. An email has been sent confirming works to be 
               completed.  Cllr Steptoe advised the church council are awaiting arch 
               deacon’s signature.   
               219/23.2    Cllr McPherson advised she has spoken to the enforcement 
               officer at RDC about the wall. She is hopeful that he will resolve the issue 
               with the wall as still a safety concern.  
               219/23.3     A number was given to the parishioner for the church council. 
               Cllr Steptoe advised that repairs on the church must be like for like 
               materials due to listed building regulations. He is unsure how long these 
               repairs will take. 
               219/23.4      Parishioner asked why people are not allowed in. Cllr
               Edmonds advised due to health and safety. He also advised that people 
               can go in provided they prearrange with Cllr Edmonds wife. Cllr Edmonds 
               to email wife’s details to Clerk to place on Facebook. 
               219/23.5      Cllr McKillop advised a parishioner had complained about 
               bonfires during the day. Cllr Steptoe advised there is no law in regards to
               this. Cllr McPherson advised speak to RDC. Cllr McKillop also asked if we 
               could have signs posted on the bend of Church Road to advise of the pond 
               and wildlife. Council proposed banners to be made with a cost no more 
               then £30. Proposed by Cllr McPherson and seconded by Cllr McKillop. Cllr 
               McKillop raised an issue with the lights on Barling house. Cllr Steptoe 
               advised to speak to the environmental contact at RDC. 
               219/23.6     Cllr Edmonds proposed to buy a new union flag for the outside 
               of the Hall. No more than £50 proposed by Cllr Edmonds and seconded by 
               Cllr Glover. 


220/23:   Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
220/23.1 	Clerk presented payment requests for April 2024. Proposed By Cllr Edmunds and seconded by Cllr McKillop.
220/23.2 	Due to RFO absence reconciliations ratified to next meeting. 
220/23.3   As required by legislation, notice is hereby given that the post of Clerk will be eligible for membership of the Local Government Pension Scheme operated by Essex County Council following the necessary 7 days public notice. This item will be included in the Agenda of the Meeting of the Parish/Town Council on 11th April 2024.Proposed by Cllr Steptoe and seconded by Cllr Edmonds. 
220/23.4    Clerk presented the council with audit timetable. All Cllrs happy. No further action required. 









221/23    Clerks Report
               221/23.1   Clerk advised both funding bids have been sent to relevant 
               companies. Council should have a decision by the 16th of April. Clerk will 
               advise of status by next meeting.   
221/23.2   Clerk presented the directional finger post quotes. Cllr McPherson asked if Essex highways will pay for these. Cllr Steptoe advised for clerk to investigate this further.  
221/23.3   Clerk asked the Council if they wish for her to investigate monthly internet dongles or pay as you go. Council agreed Monthly. Quotes will be given at next meeting. 

222/23    Correspondence
222/23.1   Clerk advised of email received from Great Wakering newsletter 
asking if we wish to keep summer issue the same. Some changes to be 
made. Clerk will contact company and let them know.   
               
                          
223/23    Committee Reports
               223/23.1    Finance Committee – No Meeting held
               223/23.2    Wildlife Reserve Committee – No Meeting held – Some council members will not be available. Date changed provisionally to 13th May 2024. Clerk will contact relevant persons once official date is set. 

224/23    Parish Hall 
               224/23.1    Cllr Steptoe advised he has been kindly given canvases and 
               will gift them to the hall. He was thinking of having them placed in the main 
               hall. Clerk to investigate with handyman to put these up.   
                      
225/23    St Mary’s Church 
225/23.1    Cllr Steptoe advised of a meeting being held next month. CIC meeting to be held also to discuss works to be carried out. Cllr Steptoe requested Clerk to write an email discussing concerns with length of time works are taking Cllr Steptoe to assist clerk with this. No further updates currently.

226/23    Projects
226/23.1   Scarecrow Competition – Clerk asked council if they wish to keep the poster the same. Council agreed. Clerk to update details and add to newsletter. Clerk to investigate cost of flyers to be handed out at summer lunch being organised by Cllr McPherson.  
    226/23.2   October Quiz – To take place on 26th Oct and be advertised as a diary date.
             226/23.3   Photographic Competition – To September Council 
               226/23.4   Christmas Lights Competition – To October Council 
               226/23.5   Citizen of the year – To June Council  
               226/23.6   Christmas Hampers – To Novembers Council
               226/23.7   Summer fair – Cllr Mcpherson advised this is still going ahead 
               she will liaise with Clerk once she has more updates. 





227/23   Planning Matters. 
              227/23.1   Planning matter submitted last minute for Kimberly Road.            
              Extension to be built. No comments made by Council. 
              227/23.2   Cllr Steptoe advised the change of use on house next to Little 
              Wakering house has been refused. 

228/23   Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              228/23.1   RHALC – Meeting to be held in next few weeks. Cllr McPherson 
              to chase chair for date. No minutes received for last meeting.  
 
229/23   Street Lighting 
              229/23.1   Cllr Steptoe advised of light out at Havenside. Clerk to report.  

230/23   To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              230/23.1    District Cllr McPherson advised of an overview and scrutiny 
              meeting next month. Cllr McPherson also advised budget for highway 
              rangers has been cut and no further budget has been arranged. Cllr 
              McPherson advised VAS sign funding has been accepted. She is awaiting 
              permission form Essex Highways. 
              230/23.3   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters
                             . Local highways channel going back to basics. Chairman panel to      
                               take on larger items such as zebra crossings. 
                             . Special needs school in Rayleigh being built Council will offer 
                               bus services. Will have more details soon.  
                             . Works being carried out in regards to local drain gullys. 
                             . Sutton road is now complete.             
      
231/23    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	    Meetings
               231/23.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 9th May 2024 at  
               7pm. 
               231/23.2   Finance Committee meeting to be held on Thursday 25th April 
               2024 at 7pm 
               231/23.3   Wildlife committee meeting provisionally to be held on Monday
               the 13th of May at 7pm 
               231/23.4    Cllr Ashdown advised of tree overhanging and buses having 
               damage caused due to this. Cllr Steptoe asked for photos to send on. 
               231/23.5    Cllr Glover advised she will be replanting boat and will need   
               funds. Council agreed to £25 proposed by Cllr Steptoe seconded by Cllr 
               McPherson.
               231/23.6    Cllr Bright advised he will need to buy chemicals for boiler so      
               will invoice council. 



               













Exclusion of the press and public

		
232/23   Outstanding Items
232/23.1   Clerk presented outstanding actions. Cllrs reviewed and agreed happy to continue as is. Items from this meeting to be added. 
              232/23.2   Timesheets received.
              232/23.3    Clerk advised no updates on the parry at the moment. Will 
              investigate further. Cllr Steptoe advised to make this high priority. 

233/23   Personnel Committee   
              233/23.1   No meeting held 

234/23   Special award 
              234/23.1   Clerk presented plaque and certificate. Council happy with 
              plaque. Clerk to change certificate. 
              



Meeting closed at 8:18 pm
        
  

 
