 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 11th July 2024, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Efde, McPherson, Bright, Myers, Edmonds and
                    Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    Clerk Steph Rochester
                    RFO Sally Faulkner 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Cllr McPherson
                    District Cllr Efde
                    District Cllr Marriott 
                    One Parishioners present 
 
MINUTES 
50/24     The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
50/24.1    The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 pm. 

51/24     To receive apologies for absence
51/24.1    Apologies were received from Cllr Ashdown, Cllr Glover, district Cllrs Williams, Myers and Gooding.

52/24    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	  
             Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	  Finance Act 1992
               52/24.1      All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               52/24.2 	Councillors McKillop, Myers, Bright, Edmonds, McPherson and 
               Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               52/24.3 	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council.
               52/24.4     Cllr McPherson declared and interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matters she reserves the right to 
               change her mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               52/24.5     Cllr Steptoe declared and interest in St Marys Church.
               52/24.6     Cllr Efde declared and interest in any matters relating to the 
               District Councils. In any planning matters he reserves the right to change 
               his mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               52/24.7    Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in the wildlife reserve building. 





53/24    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
53/24.1      Minutes of Meeting held13th June 2024 proposed by Cllr Myers seconded by Cllr McPherson. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of the meeting.

54/24     The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
               Magna to address the Council 
               54/24.1   Parishioner asked Cllrs if any information has been given in 
               regards to St Mary’s church being reopened. Cllr Steptoe advised this is 
               out of Council control and to contact the PCC. All details can be found on
               their website. 
               54/24.2   Cllr McPherson asked Cllr Steptoe if he could update St Mary’s
               social media pages with information. Cllr Steptoe agreed he would do this.  
               54/24.3   Cllr Edmonds advised parishioner of where to find contact details.
               

55/24   Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
55/24.1 	Clerk presented payment requests for July 2024. Proposed by Cllr McPherson seconded by Cllr Myers.
55/24.2    RFO presented bank reconciliations. Proposed by Cllr McKillop seconded by Cllr Efde.  
55/24.3    RFO advised of a donation received to the wildlife reserve of £500. Clerk to write thank you letter to company who donated. 
55/24.4    RFO wished to discuss email from volunteer at wildlife reserve. Rfo confirmed that Earnest does have been contacted to confirm works to be carried out. RFO has sent payment discussed in email. Clerk advised this will be spoken about in more details in another item. 
55/24.5   Cllr Steptoe advised of thank you card received by Parishioner in regards to Macmillan coffee morning. Council has received an £80 donation as a thank you. Clerk to write thank you and congratulations letter to parishioner. 

56/24    Clerks Report
               56/24.1   Clerk showed Cllrs new duck signs to be placed on flagpole. 
56/24.2   Clerk advised Cllrs of reply from solicitor regarding the drainage issue. Cllr Steptoe advised he will work with clerk to approach drainage companies and arrange for quotes to be obtained. All Cllrs in agreement.    
56/24.3   Clerk advised she had investigated the Co op grant as requested by Cllr McKillop. Clerk advised unfortunately Councils cannot apply for this grant.

57/24    Correspondence
57/24.1   Clerk advised of email received regarding evaluation of building.
    Cllr Steptoe proposed to send a donation to Charity for insurance
    purposes. Seconded by Cllr Efde. Administrator of Barling charity to receive 
    reimbursement of payment made. Clerk to advise Rfo. 
57/24.2   Clerk advised on email received from volunteer at Wildlife
    reserve. Cllrs asked Clerk to contact does for a completion time on tractor. 
    Clerk to reply to volunteer to advise of what has been discussed.      


                          
58/24    Committee Reports
               58/24.1    Finance Committee – No Meeting held
               58/24.2    Wildlife Reserve Committee – Clerk advised that the wildlife reserve has been awarded the green flag award again for this year. Cllr McPherson showed Council the award received. Cllr Steptoe to award at volunteer BBQ on Sunday 14th July. Clerk to send times to Council.  

59/24    Parish Hall 
               59/24.1    Clerk advised of email received from Cllr Ashdown regarding the 
               garden waste bin at the hall being full. Council to move bins to the back of 
               the hall to deter public use of the bins.   
               59/24.2    Clerk advised of new quote obtained by vendor for works to be
               carried out at the hall. Council agreed to quote Clerk to contact vendor to
               book. Proposed by Cllr Efde seconded by Cllr Edmonds.    
               59/24.3    Cllr McKillop wishes for the advertisement of fencing company to
               be taken down. Cllr Steptoe proposed taking them down at the end of the 
               week.  
                      
60/24    St Mary’s Church 
60/24.1    Cllr Steptoe advised there are no updates at present. Church works will be taking place he does not have a time frame for this.  

61/24    Projects
61/24.1   Scarecrow Competition – Push posts on social media sites.  
    61/24.2   October Quiz – Clerk advised she had been in contact with Mrs Cohen in regards to this event. Mrs Cohen has agreed to assist with the event and wished to know if the council would like her to obtain the winners prizes. Cllr McPherson proposed a £50 limit for prizes with some being donated. Council agreed with 2 votes against. Clerk asked if Council would like the poster the same Council said to keep. Clerk to email Mrs Cohen regarding the Councils decisions. 
             61/24.3   Photographic Competition – To September Council 
               61/24.4   Christmas Lights Competition – To October Council 
               61/24.5   Citizen of the year – Push posts on social media.   
               61/24.6   Christmas Hampers – To Septembers agenda.  
               61/24.7   Summer fair – Cllr Mcpherson advised ATF have posted to all 
               social media sites. Clerk to add to ours. Cllr McPherson aske if this is a 
               success she would like to propose this as a yearly event. Cllr Steptoe 
               advised clerk to add this to the next agenda for discussion. 
               61/24.8   Cllr McPherson asked council if she can arrange a music festival.
               Clerk to add onto next agenda for discussion.    

62/24   Planning Matters. 
              62/24.1   24/00098/FUL – Cllrs made the following comments. Concerns
              over overdevelopment, does this fit listed building consent. Will the
              materials used be the same materials as the original as per listed building 
              guidelines. Out of keeping with street scene. 
              62/24.2   24/00099/LBC – Cllrs made the following comments. Concerns
              over overdevelopment, does this fit listed building consent. Will the
              materials used be the same materials as the original as per listed building 
              guidelines. Out of keeping with street scene. 


63/24   Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              63/24.1   RHALC – Cllr Marriott to send minutes of meeting being held on 
              the 18th of July. 

 
64/24   Street Lighting 
              64/24.1   Cllr Steptoe advised of light outside Abbots Hall farm has spun 
              around. Clerk to report.  
              64/24.2   Cllr Edmonds advised Church Road is still out. Clerk to report. 
              64/24.3   Cllr Steptoe advised of light out down barrow hall road. Clerk to
              report.  

65/24   To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              65/24.1    District Cllr Efde advised there is a district planning policy due to 
              be published.  
              65/24.2    District Cllr McPherson advised that elections had taken place. 
              No further updates at present.  
              65/24.3   District Cllr Marriott advised parish councils used to have 
              representatives on standards committee. This included training. Herself and 
              Cllr Efde are arranging for attendance to this. 
              65/24.3   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters
                             . Complaints about two road signs needing renewal 
                             . Bus shelters 
                             . Survey about cycling 
                             . Potholes and road works needed report and give reference 
                               number to Cllr Steptoe for him to follow up
    
66/24    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	    Meetings
               66/24.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 8th August 2024 at  
               7pm. 
               66/24.2   Personnel committee meeting to be held on Monday 5th August
               2024 at 7pm. 
               66/24.3   Wildlife committee meeting to be held on Monday 19th August         
               2024 at 7pm. 
               66/24.4   Cllr Steptoe asked clerk to add the move of the wildlife reserve
               over to the charity to an agenda closer to the end of the year. 
               66/24.5   Dates to arrange the cabinet in the hall. 

               


               









Exclusion of the press and public

		
67/24   Outstanding Items
67/24.1   Clerk presented outstanding actions. Cllrs reviewed and agreed happy to continue as is. Items from this meeting to be added. 
              67/24.2   Timesheets received.
              67/24.3    Clerk advised no updates on the parry at present.  

68/24   Personnel Committee   
              68/24.1   No meeting held 



Meeting closed at 8:21 pm
        
  

 
