 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 13th June 2024, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Ashdown, Efde, McPherson, Bright, 
                    Myers and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    Clerk Steph Rochester
                    RFO Sally Faulkner 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Cllr McPherson
                    District Cllr Efde
                    Barling Charity administration
                    Two Parishioners present 
 
MINUTES 
30/24     The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
30/24.1    The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.01 pm. 

31/24     To receive apologies for absence
31/24.1    Apologies were received from Cllr Edmonds, Cllr Glover, district Cllrs Williams, Myers and Gooding.

32/24     Barling Charity secretary to give update
                32/24.1    Chair advised council of ruse to get secretary of the charity to 
                the meeting to award him the Freedom of Barling Magna Parish award 
                Chair gave thanks for all the hard work and effort made by secretary of the 
                charity. Clerk took pictures and will post to social media sites. 
 
33/24    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	  
             Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	  Finance Act 1992
               33/24.1      All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               33/24.2 	Councillors Ashdown, McKillop, Myers, Bright, McPherson and 
               Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               33/24.3 	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council.
               33/24.4     Cllr McPherson declared and interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matters she reserves the right to 
               change her mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               33/24.5     Cllr Steptoe declared and interest in St Marys Church.
               33/24.6     Cllr Efde declared and interest in any matters relating to the 
               District Councils. In any planning matters he reserves the right to change 
               his mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 


34/24    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
34/24.1      Minutes of Meeting held 9th May 2024 proposed by Cllr McPherson seconded by Cllr Ashdown. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of the meeting.

35/24     The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
               Magna to address the Council 
               35/24.1   Parishioner asked Cllrs if any information has been given in 
               regards to St Mary’s church being reopened. Cllr Steptoe advised this is 
               out of Council control. Cllr Steptoe advised that the arch deacon has 
               signed to have works completed. Harris fencing will be placed at site to 
               keep visitors safe. Cllr Steptoe cannot advise when works on the roof will 
               be completed due to laws surrounding bats. Clerk to email Cllr Edmonds in
               regards to details being placed on website and social media sites. 
               35/24.2   Cllr McKillop asked clerk about website update. Clerk advised
               that she is in discussions with another company and is awaiting quotes to 
               change website. Will need to discuss with Cllrs what they wish to have on 
               website once decision is made. Cllr Steptoe declared and interest in Brunel 
               Computers.
               35/24.3   Cllr McKillop asked Clerk when the banner for the hall will be put 
               up. Clerk advised the new fences will be put up in July and she did not 
               want to place banner up until new fences had been put in place. 

36/24   Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
36/24.1 	Clerk presented payment requests for June 2024. Cllr Ashdown questioned tractor repair price. Rfo advised of breakdown. Proposed By Cllr McKillop and seconded by Cllr Myers. Cllrs McPherson and Bright declared and interest.
36/24.2    The Report from the Internal Auditor was received, RFO explained issues and no further questions received. 
36/24.3    Section 1 the Annual Governance Statement 2023/24 was approved and signed by the Chair and Clerk of the Council.
36/24.4    Section 2 the Accounting Statements 2023/24 which had been signed by the Responsible Finance Officer were approved and signed by the Chair of the Council.

37/24    Clerks Report
               37/24.1   Clerk told Cllrs of concerns in regards to duck signs and where to 
               put them. Cllrs discussed placing the signs on the flagpole. Clerk to 
               investigate this and present at next meeting. 
37/24.2   Clerk advised Cllrs that the legal team in the EALC is unable to advise the Council on the drainage issue. Cllr Steptoe advised clerk to contact Solicitor again as a matter of urgency. Clerk to email.   
37/24.3   Clerk advised she could not find the loose fire alarm. Cllr Steptoe asked clerk to email Cllr Edmonds when back from holiday and ask him to advise on where this was. 




38/24    Correspondence
38/24.1   Clerk advised of email received regarding an online booking form. 
Clerk to speak to hall manager to ask if she would benefit from this. Cllr 
McPherson advised on adding a booking form on council website. 
38/24.2   Clerk advised on email received regarding a local school asking 
    for prizes for school fair. Cllr Steptoe proposed £50 in vouchers to be sent 
    to the school. Clerk to contact. Seconded by Cllr Ashdown.     
                          
39/24    Committee Reports
               39/24.1    Finance Committee – No Meeting held
               39/24.2    Wildlife Reserve Committee – Meeting held on the 13th of May. Minutes to follow. Cllr Myers advised that the tractor and woodchipper were spoken about.   

40/24    Parish Hall 
               40/24.1    Cllr Bright advised boiler has been serviced invoice is on 
               payments list.  
               40/24.2    Cllr Steptoe asked Clerk about handyman. Clerk advised he is 
               hard to contact. Cllr Steptoe advised to contact Cllr Edmonds son.   
               40/24.3    Cllr Steptoe declared and interest. He has advised council of the
               potential use of a pizza oven at the hall. All Cllrs in agreement. Cllr 
               McPherson wishes for the following statement to be miniated. Any 
               questions or appeal will be taken on its own merit. Clerk to speak to hall 
               manager about this. 
               40/24.4   Cllr Steptoe advised of plate warmer in kitchen not working.
               Advised Clerk to investigate removal. All Cllrs in agreement. 
         
                      
41/24    St Mary’s Church 
41/24.1    Cllr Steptoe advised there is a meeting with the cic on the 20th and other than the information shared earlier he has no further information to add. 

42/24    Projects
42/24.1   Scarecrow Competition – Push posts on social media sites.  
    42/24.2   October Quiz – To take place on 26th Oct and be advertised as a diary date. Clerk to speak with Mrs Cohen in regards to this. 
             42/24.3   Photographic Competition – To September Council 
               42/24.4   Christmas Lights Competition – To October Council 
               42/24.5   Citizen of the year – Clerk asked council if they wished to change 
               the pictures or information. Council advised to keep the same. Clerk to
               publish details.   
               42/24.6   Christmas Hampers – To Septembers agenda. Clerk to add 
               details for newsletter. 
               42/24.7   Summer fair – Cllr Mcpherson advised ATF have set up details. 
               Clerk to send logo over to them and promote on social media sites.
               42/24.8   Cllr McPherson asked council if they wished to hold an event in 
               regards to v.e day next year. Council to discuss as future meetings.   






43/24   Planning Matters. 
              43/24.1   24/00266/FUL – Cllrs had no comments as long as there are no
              overlooking issues.  
              43/24.2   24/00360/FUL – Cllrs asked if there any restrictions on this 
              becoming a permanent building. They wish to have the removal of any 
              further developmental rights. 

44/24   Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              44/24.1   RHALC – Cllr Efde advised they had resolved the bank account       
              issue. RHALC asked about events Cllr Efde advised on the big lunch. Next 
             meeting to be announced. 
 
45/24   Street Lighting 
              45/24.1   Cllr Steptoe advised of light outside Havenside. Clerk to advise 
              contractor. 
              45/24.2   Cllr Steptoe asked clerk to follow up on new pole instillation. 

46/24   To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              46/24.1    District Cllr Efde advised of committee meetings. Housing was 
              discussed at the recent meeting and outside bodies. Meeting held recently 
              for tourism and economic. 
              46/24.2    District Cllr McPherson advised she was voted as vice chairman. 
             Committee system has been arranged. 
              46/24.3   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters
                             . notice for Little Wakering Road closure for three days due to    
                             water pipe repairs. 29th July.
                             . telegraph pole workers have been excellent at not closing the      
                             road unless necessary.
                             . Kerb stone on Barling Road to be fixed dates to follow. 

      
47/24    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	    Meetings
               47/24.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 11th July 2024 at  
               7pm. 
               


               












Exclusion of the press and public

		
48/24   Outstanding Items
48/24.1   Clerk presented outstanding actions. Cllrs reviewed and agreed happy to continue as is. Items from this meeting to be added. 
              48/24.2   Timesheets received.
              48/24.3    Clerk advised no updates on the parry at present. Clerk asked to 
              write to the legal team for an update. 

49/24   Personnel Committee   
              49/24.1   No meeting held 



Meeting closed at 8:31 pm
        
  

 
