 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 14th March 2024, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Ashdown, Glover, Edmunds, Efde, McPherson
                     and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    Clerk Steph Rochester
                    RFO Sally Faulkner
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Cllr Efde
                    District Cllr McPherson
                    One Parishioner present 
 
MINUTES 
193/23     The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
 193/23.1    The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.02 pm. 

194/23     To receive apologies for absence
 194/23.2     Apologies were received from Cllr Bright, Cllr Myers and
                district Cllrs Williams, Myers and Gooding.

195/23     Chair to greet winners of photography competition and citizen of the 
                 year 
                 195/23.1    Chair gave awards to competition winners. Clerk to post 
                  photos to Facebook.
 
196/23     To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government 	    	               Finance Act 1992
               196/23.1      All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               196/23.2 	Councillors Ashdown, McKillop, Glover, and Steptoe 
               declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               196/23.3 	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council.
               196/23.4    Cllr Efde declared and interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matter he reserves the right to
               change his mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               196/23.5     Cllr McPherson declared and interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matters she reserves the right to 
               change her mind when the matter us considered by the District Council. 
               196/23.6     Cllr Steptoe declared and interest in St Marys Church.



197/23    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
197/23.1      Minutes of Meeting held 8th February 2024 proposed by Cllr Ashdown seconded by Cllr Efde. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of the meeting.

198/23    The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
               Magna to address the Council 
               198/23.1   Parishioner asked Cllrs if any information has been given in 
               regards to St Mary’s church being reopened. Cllr Steptoe advised he has 
               been in contact and works are due to be carried out. The church yard is to 
               stay closed due to health and safety for the meantime.  
               198/23.2    Cllr McPherson asked Cllr Steptoe to email contact and ask if 
               this will include the wall and if he would consider asking for works to be 
               brought forward as the wall collapsing is a concern. 
               198/23.3     Cllr McKillop advised of bright lights at Barling house. Cllr 
               Steptoe advised he will investigate this for her. Cllr McKillop also asked if it
               was possible to get double yellow lines placed at the corner of Kimberly 
               Road due to people parking on the bend. Cllr Steptoe advised he would 
               investigate this also. Cllr McPherson advised if this is seen to contact the
               police. 


199/23:   Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
199/23.1 	Clerk presented payment requests for March 2024. Proposed By Cllr Edmunds and seconded by Cllr McKillop.
199/23.2 	Clerk presented reconciliations no further action to be taken.
199/23.3    Cllr Efde asked how we claim vat as a council. RFO advised Cllr on procedure. 
199/23.4    RFO recommended payments for new Clerk for slcc and Charles Arnold Baker edition to be purchased. Proposed by Cllr Ashdown seconded by Cllr Edmunds

200/23    Clerks Report
               200/23.1   Clerk advised funding bid had been sent to relevant company. 
               Council should have a decision by April. Clerk advised that Enovert will 
               only fund £50k and that full works are £63k resulting in a £13k difference. 
               Cllr Steptoe advised on looking at a public works loan. Cllr McPhearson 
               advised to investigate Levelling up fund. All Cllrs happy for RFO and Clerk 
               to do this. 
200/23.2   Clerk presented the bleed kits available to Cllrs. Cllrs wished to purchase the emergency kit worth £85. All in agreement. 
200/23.3   Clerk advised Cllrs that due to internet connection we are unable at present to receive a smart meter. Cllr Steptoe advised Clerk to contact BT. Cllr Efde asked if Clerk could also investigate internet dongles. 
200/23.4    Clerk advised Cllrs that she has been looking into getting quotes for updated directional finger posts. Clerk is awaiting one more quote. Will be ready for next meeting. Cllr Steptoe advised more investigation to be done into licences for posts before a decision can be made. 	



201/23    Correspondence
201/23.1   Clerk advised of McMillan coffee morning email. All Cllrs in 
agreement. Clerk will email sender to advised we are happy to lend chairs 
and tables.  
               201/23.2   Cllr McPherson advised on VAS signs. Barling Magna Parish 
               can get one. Essex County Council will fund this. Council to provide 
               evidence of need. Cllr McPherson suggested signs to be placed at either 
              the high street or the castle. Cllr McPherson will investigate funding and Cllr 
              Steptoe will discuss with Essex highways. 
                          
202/23    Committee Reports
               202/23.1    Finance Committee – No Meeting held
               202/23.2    Wildlife Reserve Committee – No Meeting held

203/23    Parish Hall 
               203/23.1    Clerk presented the Council with quotes for automatic door 
               hinges and updated quote from handyman. All Cllrs in agreement to go
               ahead. Cllr Steptoe advised allowing handyman to purchase the hinge. Cllr 
               McPherson advised on purchasing some rubber seals to stop children’s 
               fingers being caught in the door.  
               203/23.2     Clerk presented email about bus shelter repairs. Council happy with works to be carried out. Clerk advised no cost as bus shelters are still under warranty.        

204/23    St Mary’s Church 
204/23.1    Cllr Steptoe advised that at present there are no updates other than the church yard being closed until works are carried out. 

205/23    Projects
205/23.1   Scarecrow Competition – To May Council. 
    205/23.2   October Quiz – To take place on 26th Oct and be advertised as a diary date.
             205/23.3   Photographic Competition – To September Council 
               205/23.4   Christmas Lights Competition – To October Council 
               205/23.5   Citizen of the year – To June Council  
               205/23.6   Christmas Hampers – To Novembers Council
               205/23.7   Summer fair – Cllr Mcpherson advised Council of ATF. Council 
               pay company £500 for ATF to conduct activities themed the big lunch.
               Proposed by Cllr McPherson seconded by Cllr Efde. All Council in 
               agreement. 

206/23   Planning Matters. 
              206/23.1   23/00469/FUL – 365 Little Wakering Road – Members were 
              advised this was going to planning committee next week. 
              206/23.2   24/00152/FUL – 140 Little Wakering Road – Cllr McPherson 
              declared an interest in this matter. Council responded with no comments. 






207/23   Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              207/23.1   RHALC – Meeting to be held in April. No reports at present. 
 
208/23   Street Lighting 
              208/23.1   291 Little Wakering road 
                               383 Little Wakering Road 
                               4 Church Road
                               All lights will be sent to vendor. 

209/23   To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              209/23.1    District Cllr Efde advised of a budget meeting next Tuesday and 
              that they are discussing office availability. 
   209/23.2   District Cllr McPherson gave an overview of recent overview and 
  scrutiny investigations. 
              209/23.3   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters
                             . Rayleigh recycling Centre booking system to continue
                             . Road repairs team changing will update when he knows details 
                             . New SEN school to be placed in Rayleigh. Consultation is 
                               available. 
                             . Sutton road closure for 10 days due to collapsed sewer.  
                             . Essex County cutting budget for highway rangers.             
      
210/23    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	    Meetings
               210/23.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 11th April 2024 at  
               7pm. 
               210/23.2   Finance Committee meeting to be held on Thursday 25th April 
               2024 at 7pm 
               210/23.3   Wildlife committee meeting to be held on Monday the 29th April 
               at 7pm 
               210/23.4   RFO to add Clerk to pension scheme at finance meeting. 

               



















Exclusion of the press and public

		
211/23   Outstanding Items
211/23.1   Admin and Clerk presented outstanding actions. Cllrs reviewed      and agreed happy to continue as is. Items from this meeting to be added. 
              211/23.2   Timesheets received.

212/23   Personnel Committee   
              212/23.1   No meeting held 

213/23   Special award 
              213/23.1   Clerk advised award is being made. Will bring to next full Council 
              meeting. 
              



Meeting closed at 8:45 pm
        
  

 
