 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 9th May 2024, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Ashdown, Glover, Edmunds, Efde, Bright, 
                    Myers and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    Clerk Steph Rochester
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Cllr Efde
                    Angela Marriott
                    One Parishioner present 
 
MINUTES 
7/24     The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
             7/24.1    The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.14 pm. 

8/24     Election  of officeholders for the 2024/2025 Council year and their statutory declaration of acceptance. 
            8/24.1     Chairman – Cllr Steptoe was unanimously voted in.
            8/24.2     Vice Chairman – Cllr McKillop was unanimously voted in. 

9/23     To receive apologies for absence
            9/24.1     Apologies were received from Cllr McPherson, district Cllrs 
            Williams, Myers and Gooding.

10/24    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	
           Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government 
	 Finance Act 1992
            10/24.1      All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
            Magna Parish Hall. 
            10/24.2      Councillors Ashdown, McKillop, Glover, Edmonds and Steptoe 
            declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
            10/24.3      Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
            the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
            right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
            County Council.
            10/24.4     Cllr Efde declared and interest in any matters relating to
            the District Councils. In any planning matters he reserves the right to 
            change his mind when the matter us considered by the District Council. 
            10/24.5     Cllr Steptoe declared and interest in St Marys Church.







11/24   To agree membership of internal and external committees for 
            2024/2025 (attached) 

	Committee / Working Party
	Names of Councillors

	Finance Committee
	Cllrs Steptoe, McKillop, Ashdown, Efde and Myer

	Personnel Committee
	Cllrs Steptoe, McKillop, Edmonds, Ashdown and Myer

	Wildlife Reserve Committee
	Cllrs Steptoe, McKillop, Bright, Edmond, Efde, Myer and McPherson

	Funding Working Party
	Cllrs Steptoe, McKillop, Efde and McPherson



11/24    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
             11/24.1      Minutes of Meeting held 11th April 2024 proposed by Cllr 
              McKillop seconded by Cllr Myer. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record
              of the meeting.

12/24    The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
              Magna to address the Council 
              12/24.1   Resident advised of StMary’s still being closed. Clerk advised that 
              Council had sent a letter of concerns to the arch deacon. Clerk read out the 
              response to the resident. Cllr Steptoe advised that works are down to pcc 
              and diocese and to contact them if resident wishes to have updates. 
              Council advised resident of health and safety risks by entering the church 
              yard.   
              12/24.2    Cllr Edmonds advised he had noticed one of the fire alarms in the 
              hall’s kitchen has come loose. Clerk to contact fire department to get them 
              to investigate. 

13/24:   Governance matters – to consider to approval 
13/24.1 	Work programme agreed for the year. Clerk to update. 
13/24.2 	Cllrs agreed full Council meetings to stay at the second Thursday of every month, finance and personnel meetings every quarter and wildlife meetings to be held on Mondays every few months. Clerk to update and email Cllrs with dates.  
13/24.3      RFO asked Cllrs if they wished to keep John Watson as our auditor. All Cllrs in agreement.  
13/24.4      RFO asked Cllrs if they wished to make any changes to the bank signatories. Cllrs in agreement they were happy to keep them the same.  












14/24    Financial Matters – to consider and approve 
             14/24.1     RFO presented the payment requests for May 24. Proposed by 
             Cllr McKillop and seconded by Cllr Myer. 
             14/24.2      RFO presented Council with the updated insurance policy 
             proposed by Cllr Edmonds and seconded by Cllr Glover. 
             14/24.3     RFO advised Cllrs of status of audit, RFO advised it is with 
             auditor and she should have a status update by next meeting. 
             14/24.4     Clerk presented the reserves policy to the Cllrs. Date 
             amendments to be made. Proposed by Cllr Ashdown seconded by Cllr 
             Edmonds. 
             14/24.5     Clerk presented the investments policy date amendments to be      
             made. Proposed by Cllr Ashdown seconded by Cllr Edmonds. 
             14/24.6     Clerk presented the standing orders and financial regulations. No
             amendments to be made. Proposed by Cllr Ashdown seconded by Cllr 
             Edmonds. 

15/24    Membership of outside bodies
             
	Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils
	Cllr McPherson and Efde 

	Passenger Transport
	Cllr Steptoe 

	Crime Prevention / Community Police
	Cllr Edmonds, McKillop and McPherson 

	Sea Wall / Flooding Matters
	Cllr Bright 



16/24     Councillor Training
              16/24.1     Clerk advised Cllrs of training available.

17/24    Clerks Report
               17/24.1   Clerk advised we have been awarded funding for playground 
               equipment. Signatories agreed by unanimous vote and agreements signed. 
               Cllr Steptoe asked for thanks to clerk to be added to minutes for arranging 
               and working hard on the funding bid.  
17/24.2   Clerk presented Cllrs with internet dongle quotes. Cllrs agreed to wait before purchasing.   
17/24.3   Clerk presented email from volunteer at wildlife reserve regarding the tractor clutch. Clerk presented quote from Ernest does. Cllrs asked for clerk to investigate a trade in. 
17/24.4    Clerk presented email regarding the woodchipper. Cllrs agreed to add this into trade in if possible. 

18/24    Correspondence
18/24.1   None received.    
                                       
19/24    Committee Reports
               19/24.1    Finance Committee – Minutes presented to Council. 
               19/24.2    Wildlife Reserve Committee – Meeting to be held on Monday 13th May.  

20/24    Parish Hall 
               20/24.1    Clerk asked Cllr Bright to investigate leak in the men’s toilets.   
                      



21/24    St Mary’s Church 
21/24.1    Cllr Steptoe advised further on letter sent to dioses and reply. Meeting postponed. Funding received awaiting decision. No further updates at present. 

22/24    Projects
22/24.1   Scarecrow Competition – Clerk presented updated poster and rules. Clerk will add to social media sites and webpage. Posters to be printed and distributed to local shops.  
    22/24.2   October Quiz – To take place on 26th Oct and be advertised as a diary date.
             22/24.3   Photographic Competition – To September Council 
               22/24.4   Christmas Lights Competition – To October Council 
               22/24.5   Citizen of the year – To June Council  
               22/24.6   Christmas Hampers – To Novembers Council
               22/24.7   Summer fair – Clerk advised Cllr Mcpherson sent an email stating 
               there is a meeting to be held next Wednesday. Cllr will circulate details 
               once meeting has been held. 

23/24   Planning Matters. 
              23/24.1   24/00232/FUL – Cllr Glover declared an interest. No comments 
              made by Cllrs.  
              23/24.2   24/00259/FUL – Cllr Bright declared an interest. No comments 
              made by Cllrs.  
              23/24.3   24/00257/FUL – Cllr Edmonds declared an interest. Cllr Steptoe
              asked if balcony will overlook other houses. No comments made by other 
             Cllrs. 

24/24   Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              24/24.1   RHALC – Cllr Efde advised of summer lunch being arranged. 
              Also advised Clerks are encouraged to come to further meetings. Cllr Efde 
              and RFO Sally advised on Clerk meetings that will be arranged to take 
              place every month. RHALC is looking for a new clerk.  
 
25/24   Street Lighting 
              25/24.1   Cllr Steptoe advised of light outside 291 little Wakering road. Cllr
              Edmonds advised of light outside church road. Clerk to report.   

26/24   To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              26/24.1    District Cllr Marriott advised she is still finding her feet and is         
              happy to have been elected. There is a meeting on 21st May. 
              26/24.2    District Cllr Efde advised there are currently no committees 
              arranged as of yet.
              26/24.3     District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters: 
                               . The Council is changing over to a committee system. 
                               . District has merged with Brentwood.
                               . Road works and potholes  
      





27/24    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	    Meetings
               27/24.1     Wildlife reserve meeting Monday 13th May 2024 at 7pm
               27/24.2     Full Council Meeting Thursday 13th June 2024 at 7pm 
               27/24.3     The freight house to be added to next agenda 
               27/24.4     Signs for ducks at corner of church road. Clerks to get quotes. 
               27/24.5     To invite Village Hall clerk to the next meeting for an update on
               village hall matters. 
               



               








































Exclusion of the press and public

		
28/24   Outstanding Items
28/24.1   Clerk presented outstanding actions. Cllrs reviewed and agreed happy to continue as is. Items from this meeting to be added. 
              28/24.2   Timesheets received.
              28/24.3    Clerk advised no updates on the parry now. Will 
              investigate further. 

29/24   Personnel Committee   
              29/24.1   No meeting held 

              



Meeting closed at 8:59 pm
        
  

 
