 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 8th August 2024, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Efde, McPherson, Bright, Myers, Edmonds, 
                     Ashdown, Glover and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    Clerk Steph Rochester
                    RFO Sally Faulkner 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Cllr McPherson
                    District Cllr Efde
                    One Parishioner present 
 
MINUTES 
69/24     The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
69/24.1    The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 pm. 

70/24     To receive apologies for absence
70/24.1    Apologies were received from district Cllrs Williams, Myers and Gooding.

71/24    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	  
             Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	  Finance Act 1992
               71/24.1      All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               71/24.2 	Councillors McKillop, Myers, Bright, Edmonds, McPherson,           
               Ashdown, Glover and Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               71/24.3 	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council.
               71/24.4     Cllr McPherson declared and interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matters she reserves the right to 
               change her mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               71/24.5     Cllr Steptoe declared and interest in St Marys Church.
               71/24.6     Cllr Efde declared and interest in any matters relating to the 
               District Councils. In any planning matters he reserves the right to change 
               his mind when the matter is considered by the District Council.

72/24    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
72/24.1      Minutes of Meeting held 11th July 2024 proposed by Cllr Myers seconded by Cllr McPherson. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of the meeting.


73/24     The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
               Magna to address the Council 
               73/24.1   Parishioner asked Cllrs if any information has been given in 
               regards to St Mary’s church being reopened. Cllr Steptoe advised this is 
               out of Council control and to contact the PCC. All details can be found on
               their website. Cllr Steptoe advised works had been agreed however, there
               is not a start date at the moment due to the bats in the roof. 
               73/24.2   Cllr Ashdown advised she was unable to type on the funding 
               page. Cllr Efde advised that some web browsers do not allow you to type 
               online.   
               73/24.3   Cllr Edmonds advised works to start on the church wall and 
               fencing on Monday. 
               73/24.4   Cllr McKillop asked about duck signs. Clerk advised she is          
               awaiting a quote for signs and banners to be put up. 
               73/24.5   Cllr McKillop asked about website upgrade. Clerk advised she  
               received the quote after the agenda had gone out so she will add this to 
               next meeting. 

74/24   Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
74/24.1 	RFO presented payment requests for August 2024. Proposed by Cllr McPherson seconded by Cllr Ashdown.
74/24.2    RFO asked Council where they would like the funds for the ATF payment to come from. Cllrs agreed half from chairman’s fund and half from projects fund. Proposed by Cllr Efde seconded by Cllr McPherson.  
74/24.3    RFO advised Ernest Does payment has already been made. Cllr McPherson proposed a budget next year to be made for emergency works. Seconded by Cllr Efde. 
74/24.4    Cllr Ashdown asked about advertising for ATF event going out late. Cllr McPherson advised there were problems at District Council level. 
74/24.5   RFO presented reconciliations proposed by Cllr McKillop seconded by Cllr Myers.
74/24.6    RFO advised that the end of quarter budget was given out last month so are not available now. 
74/24.7    RFO advised on mix up with Cllrs allowances email. She advised other Councils are looking into review. The cost to Council will be £500 per panel member to be spread about evenly between Councils. Cllr McPherson advised unless more councils come forward she feels Council should not go for review. Cllr Efde supports this decision.
74/24.8   Cllr McKillop asked how much the allowances would go up by RFO advised she could not comment on that until the review had taken place.
74/24.9   Cllr Steptoe believes it is the individual choice of every Cllr. He proposed that if many councils go ahead then the council should agree. A vote was taken with majority against the idea. RFO to email back stating Barling Magna do not wish to go ahead with the review.  








75/24    Clerks Report
               75/24.1   Clerk advised Cllr Ashdown had contacted her about the padlock 
               for the hose. Clerk presented Council with quotes. Council chose the 
               padlock. Clerk to order.  
75/24.2   Cllr Steptoe advised he had contacted the ECC about the finger posts that need updating and a new directional post to be added. He advised on ECC’s reply. The finger posts will cost Council £250 + vat. Cllr Efde asked if that is each or for all four. Cllr Steptoe advised he would go back and ask. Cllr Steptoe advised this could be added to next years budget. A vote was taken all Cllr’s in favour.     
75/24.3   Clerk advised works on the playground are to start on the 2nd of September. Clerk asked Cllrs Ashdown and Glover if they would like to assist her with the placement of the items. Cllr Steptoe proposed to Council that Cllrs Ashdown and Glover have the right to make decisions with the Clerk on all thing’s playground related. Seconded by Cllr McPherson.
75/24.4    Cllr Steptoe advised Council of signs in Little Wakering Road needing updating. Clerk and RFO to work together to present Council with prices for renewal. 
75/24.5   Cllr Steptoe advised of a new bursary scheme available for the Council. RFO advised this was just to become members of the SLCC which this Council already are. No further action to take place. 

76/24    Correspondence
76/24.1   Clerk advised of email received regarding a funding opportunity. 
Council wishes for Clerk to look into the funding and advise by next
               meeting. Council to send ideas to Clerk for funding. Cllr McPherson
               advised on using the funding for SID equipment. Clerk to work with RFO 
               regarding this. 
76/24.2   RFO advised on email received about government site and         
advised Council this is a scam. 
76/24.3   Cllr Steptoe advised that an email had been received from      
Barling, Wakering village website asking for help to keep it up to date and 
add more information. Cllr Efde advised asking local people to take on 
website. Cllr Edmonds advised of one parishioner who may be willing to 
assist. Clerk to advertise on newsletter and social media. 
                          
77/24    Committee Reports
               77/24.1    Finance Committee – No Meeting held
               77/24.2    Wildlife Reserve Committee – Cllr McKillop asked on the progress of the tractor. Clerk advised that parts were still unavailable. Cllr Steptoe to check in with does.   

78/24    Parish Hall 
               78/24.1    Clerk advised that works had been carried out at the hall. Council 
               happy with the works carried out. Clerk awaiting quote for other works to 
               be carried out.   
               78/24.2    Cllr Steptoe asked Clerk to contact Cllr Edmonds son in regards 
               to the freedom of the parish board being made. Clerk to contact.     
               78/24.3    Cllr Edmonds advised Cameo advised they wish to get a fridge   
               freezer or countertop freezer. Council agreed in principle. More information 
               to be brought to next meeting.   

                      
79/24    St Mary’s Church 
79/24.1    Cllr Steptoe advised there are no updates at present.  

80/24    Projects
80/24.1   Scarecrow Competition – Push posts on social media sites. Send poster to Cllr Steptoe.  
    80/24.2   October Quiz – Cllr McKillop advised that more funds were needed for prizes. Council to give donation of £100 for raffle prizes. Proposed by Cllr Efde seconded by Cllr McPherson. Funds to be taken from chairman’s fund. 
             80/24.3   Photographic Competition – To September Council 
               80/24.4   Christmas Lights Competition – To October Council 
               80/24.5   Citizen of the year – Push posts on social media.   
               80/24.6   Christmas Hampers – To Septembers agenda.  
               80/24.7   Summer fair – Cllr Mcpherson proposed to make this an annual 
               event. Council to receive more information from Cllr McPherson but have 
               agreed in principle.  
               80/24.8   Cllr McPherson proposed a community projects committee to be 
               made in future. Clerk to add this to next agenda.

81/24   Planning Matters. 
              81/24.1   23/00469/FUL – Cllrs asked Clerk to keep their same comments. 

82/24   Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              82/24.1   RHALC – Cllr Efde advised that presentations were made 
              regarding Rayleigh Mount and BT stopping the use of landlines. 
              Presentation to be sent out when he has received. Cllrs had been advised
              to let all vulnerable adults know. 
              82/24.2   Cllr Efde advised Essex apprenticeships to be offered to people 
              with learning difficulties. 
 
83/24   Street Lighting 
              83/24.1   Cllr Steptoe advised of light outside Abbots Hall farm has spun
              around. Clerk to report again.   
              83/24.2   Cllr Steptoe advised on light out near carpark at castle pub. Clerk
              to report.   
              83/24.3   Cllr Steptoe advised of Barrow hall road light out.

84/24   To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              84/24.1    District Cllr Efde advised there are no updates at present.  
              84/24.2    District Cllr McPherson advised there are no updates at present.  
              84/24.3   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters
                             .  Local Highways panel
                             . Roadworks and dates of pavement repair
                             . Road works on church road
                             . ECC transport survey
                             . Fly tips in area 


    
85/24    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	  Meetings
             85/24.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 12th September 2024 
             at 7pm. 
             85/24.2   Wildlife committee meeting to be held on Monday 19th August         
             2024 at 7pm. 
             85/24.3   Finance committee meeting 26th September 2024 at 7pm. 
             85/24.4   Clerk to add landline at the hall to next agenda.
             

               


               






































Exclusion of the press and public

		
86/24   Outstanding Items
86/24.1   Clerk presented outstanding actions. Cllrs reviewed and agreed happy to continue as is. Items from this meeting to be added. 
              86/24.2   Timesheets received.
              86/24.3    To discuss at next meeting.   

87/24   Personnel Committee   
              87/24.1   RFO advised council of appraisals. Council to arrange for these to 
              be completed.  
              87/24.2   Clerk advised she needs a new printer. Council stated she had a 
              budget of £250. Proposed by Cllr Efde seconded by Cllr McPherson. 

88/24  Parking at hall
           88/24.1  Clerk advised on issues with ECC and land registry regarding land
           dispute. Cllr Steptoe advised works to still go ahead. Clerk to find more 
           quotes and funding for car park. 



Meeting closed at 9:05 pm
        
  

 
