
$ection 1 * Annuar Govennance $tatemen I zazilz|
We acknowledge as the members of:

Barling Magna Parish Council

Signed by the
approval was ,

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements forthe preparation of the Accounting statements. we confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, withrespect to the Accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ,No, ."r[[ili-Ililfhow the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the AnnualGovernance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

13)tlrt*
and recorded as minute reference:

Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
given:

qe
il ..tt.',,.t-.r,.,t.r,

+.r.).'aa;.

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financiat
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accountlng statements.

v:
prepared its accounting slarernenfs in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internrf i"rtr"f
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulaiions and proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage lts finances.

r'

has only done what it has the tegal power to do and has
complied with Proper practices in doing so.

4. We provlded proper opportunity during tfre yeai fcr
the exerctse of electors, rights in accoidance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

:iL,.t,

ii,;,.,,.,

during the year gave all persons interested the opporlunirity to
inspect and ask questions about this authority,s Llcount"

$. We carried out an assessm"nt ot tf,J iGks t*ilg th;
aulhority and took appropriate steps to m"nageiho.e
risks, inciuding the introduction of internal co,itrols andior
external insurance cover where required_

constdered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt wilh them property.

6. We maintained throughout the year un ,O"qrrt" ,iJ
effective systenr of internal audit of the accountlng
records and control systems.

arranged for a competent person, independent ofthe financiat
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal Controls meet the needs of this \maila. ai th^rir,,

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

%_

responded ta matters brought to its attention by internal and
external aLtdit.

8. We considered whether any titigation, liaOitiGlif-
commilments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial iripact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

r'
o/sc/osed everything it should have about its business activity
durin.g the year inctuding events taking ptace after the yiar
end if relevant.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole rnunu{ing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for ihe fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independerit
examination or audit.

has met all of its responslb/rfles wnere, as a niiy
corporate. il is a so/e managing trustee of a tocai
trust or trusts.
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$ection 2 - Accounting $tateme nts 2023!24 tor

Barling Magna Parish Council

I certify that for the year ended 3'l March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
appyyed by this altforitv on this

,,' "t': 
' : '. i...,''131b\ \t"r,,,,,',',:.'r.r,

as recorded in minute reference:

.. .?&i,,-g,,,r:: .

Date 
-teiU\fltr'

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

cxxtut" IV

Total balances and reserves atthe beginning ofthe year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or recerpts as recorded in the cashbook less
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

4, (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross sa/aries and wages,
employers Nl contributions, employers pension
contributians, gratuities and severance payments.

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure ot payments as recorded in the cash-
book /ess staffcosts (line 4) and loan interes1capital

Total balances and reseryes at the end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8" Total value of cash and
short term investments 83,500

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and shorl term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

The value of all the propefty the authority owns - it is made
up of all its fixed assets and long term myesfrnenls as ai
31 March,

10. Total borrowings
32,750

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).
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: 'Yearending

31 March
'2023 ,

g

31 Mareh' 2024
*

Please round all figures ta nearest tl. Da not leave any
boxos blank and report t0 or Nit balances. Alt figures must
agree ta underlying financial records.

1" Balances brought
forward

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies 64,226

18,056

5. (-) Loan interesVcapital
repayments

7. (=) Balances carried
forward

Yes No

11a. Disclosure note re Irust funds
(including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acfs as sole trustee and
ls responsrb/e for managing Trust funds or asseis.

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The figures in the accounting statements above
exclude any Trust transactians.

1]f ,_



Annual lnternal Audit Report 2023124

Barling Magna parish Council

barlingmagna-pc. gov. ukl,v.vvY.u^

During the financial year endecl 31 frAareh 20?4, this authority's inlernal auditor acting irrdepsndfinfiy a,ncl on thebasis of arj assessmar:t of risk carriecl out a selectivu assos$me,\*l r;am1liance witfr tni relpvant procodu,res anricontrols in operation and r:btainsci apprCIprlats evide,ce from lhe aulhority,
The internalaudii for ?0231?4 has boen carried out in accordance with uris authorrty's neods and planned covaraq€.On the basis of tire findrngs in lhe areas *run',in.o, tr,e uit"r*r lroit conclusions are $umnr*ris*d in thls table, Set
:,t:t^?.:l::,?:"^]l:.?lrl:ttives of internalcorrtroland alonqsicre i,e tie i,it*i"uru.",iiir;;;;.;",;;"r;-n-iiJijliri
srgnrlicant respocts, the conlrol objectives were i:eing aihreved throughout the financial year ro a standard adequale(o mest the needs of this authority-

L. Tlre authority publisherl the reqr:ired
rniernal audit in accorrlance with tht:

iirfornralir:n orr a weL:sitelWethpage up to rjale at the tinre of the
relervant legislalion,

*r*"r y pl.o\rd; r*;;;;;h- 
"**irr. "fpr]blic righls a*. requlrod by the Accounts and Aucit Reguiations tot*ftg',ur, p117',\:,-pj-ae;R';;;;rl

wero pttfilit: rights itt r*latior: lc ll,,: )t't22-?li AGAtI r::rtiefit*d l)y a ,r,rire i>n thr rr,e/.;sl/e i.iridl*r
i)uth(1rity itl){}{t}vad tit)nutes ailnti'rlnirrg th* {tttIe$ $el}

N. The authority has romplied with ihe publication requi;'ements lor 2022123 AGAR
is*t: A$A.R Fofiil J tjlr1l;n;:s f1111,.51

:=A!qr!larn 3{oi,$lg:**gri: |!:ej:rIl,:gq:Iyjgp.Lt!,q$["lll1q rirranciaI year
B, This atrthority compiierr wrth rts frri;;6g1-1 r,ocriiri"u prvn*"rr 

"*r* *,,iil;J rry **;.;.ily_9fl:!1rl[$:jlggy:{js yll y_,, s a p p rop d e re ly ac or"ru nlod f o r,

C' This authority asses$rrrj lhe signilicant ;GG; ,.h["*; lr. 
"b]-"il";"rr"l;;'rd-,J tl- ,d-rl*-y

ol arrangemenls to tltsnaue th,ese.

u. Ine f)recept rrr rales requirenrent resr,:lierj frr:nr an adequate hurlgetary ptr:iess: irrolJres$ ag;,rinsl
Iire budgeI rvas_rg_,Llll!:1fltorr:d: and reseryes were appropriate,

t f:f:1"1:l::::: *r. fully recerveel, i:asecl on corroct price*.;trap*rty r*corr.tor) anrJ pri:n:p|y.
bankecl; ancl VAT lvas iately accounted for.

f . Petly cash paynrent$ ivere frropsdy suppoded fry-"*prr-rl p-t,), .ril .-p*ffirc ,,,* .plilA
_, ancl VAT appropriately ar:counierJ 1or.

o' Salaries lo enrJ:loyo*s anc allo,*ances to nrenrbers were paid ln accoreiilil-iilfrfrilililffi
approvals. and PAIE and Nl requirerrients, wer.e properl), applieci.

Ig@l9ts i1e rg pr., p*r^r y .*r.r.i *iG*,iuTffifi*a,
Accountiirgstatetnenl$preparedduringth{:}v".iffi".*;,,ti,.gl**t'-",il;
and payments or inconle a.nd exSrenclilrtre), agreeei lo th$ cash book, Supported by an adequale audittrail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and crsciitcrrls were
II Ine autnolty cert[iej rtself as exer]tl-lr frclnt a limrted as$urance revrcw in 2OZ1;ZJ.,t,.,ret itiJ
exernpliori criterra anci ccsrreclly cleclarecJ rtse lf exonrpl. 1lt ilta autltatili f rl3 a iimiii,rr.i assurart*a
revi*w ol ils 2t.)?2,i?'i 4e/\R liyl '/?{}/ i,:.}r/r}i$o,,r

0. (For local cquncils only)
Tru*t lunds iinclurling charrlable) - The rnet it$ rr'rsponsibilities as fi 'rrustes.

For any other risk areas it1*ntiiied by

Date(s) internal aucJit undertaksn

07fi6t2024

Signature ol persorr who
carried out thti irrternal audil

existed iiist sny *lher risk area$ on $eparate sire*ls if needecJ)

Nante of person who carried out the internal audit

JohnPWatson&Co

Date
07t06t2024

b*lng taken to addrese any woakness ln control

tlris aulhority rrrlequale control s
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S*rtimn 3 * Kxt*rna! &a,*d*tepr's Kep*nt arcd ffiertifieat* X*X5{X"&

1 Respective respcnslbllities of the auditor and the authrrity
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
lnternational Standards on Auditing (UK & lreland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assuranee review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections I and 2 of the Annual Governance and

Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the

Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website - https:llwww.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditorsl

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound

sysiem of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with

P rope r P ractices which :

. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and

. confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 Kxtenr"lal auditnr'* Nlnritcd &$*Llr*R** *pinisn 20231X4

3 HxternaE auciit*r **rtificat* 2*2312"&
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections I and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 3'1

March2024.

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature

Annual Governance and Accountability Reiurn 2023124 Form 3

,*pt for ttre matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
oui opinion the informition in Sections 1 and 2 o{ the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our

giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

smaller authority has not addressed the 'except for' matters raised by the external auditor when qualifying the prior year annual return,
:s 2 and 3 should have read f.62,967 and f34.230 respectively.

ion 1, Assertion 2 has been incorrectly completed, the council should have ticked 'no'. This is consistent with the lnternal Auditor's
onse to lnternal Control Obiective H and l.

matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance..Assertions in Section 1, Boxes 4,5 and 6, but it has

appointed auditcir with an adequate explanation for hon-complianCe and details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses i<

3 note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 1,5 of the Accounts and Audit_Regulations 2015 as it failed to make prog

rvision during the year 2024125'fot the exercise of public-rights, since the approval date was afterlhe start of the perio^d^for the exercise
blic rights. Aia result, the smaller authority must answer'No' to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2024125 and enst
t it n[kes proper provision for the exercise of public rights during 2025/26.

n the completion of the Annual lnternal Audit Report, and their detailed report, the internal.auditor has drawn attention to weaknesses in

etii'onio Infurnjt gohtiot Objictives C, H and L Tlie srhaller authority must ehsure that action is taken to address these areas of weakness in a

manner.

Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authoritiesn

ln respect of Barling Magna Parish Gouncil - EX0015


