 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 12th September 2024, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Efde, McPherson, Bright, Myers, Edmonds, 
                     Ashdown, Glover and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    RFO Sally Faulkner 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Cllr McPherson
                    District Cllr Efde
                    One Parishioner present 
 
MINUTES 
89/24     The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
89/24.1    The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 pm. 

90/24     To receive apologies for absence
90/24.1    Apologies were received from district Cllrs Williams, Myers and Marriott.

91/24    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	  
             Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	  Finance Act 1992
               91/24.1      All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               91/24.2 	Councillors McKillop, Myers, Bright, Edmonds, McPherson,           
               Ashdown, Glover and Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               91/24.3 	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council.
               91/24.4     Cllr McPherson declared and interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matters she reserves the right to 
               change her mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               91/24.5     Cllr Steptoe declared and interest in St Marys Church and the 	    Website.
               91/24.6     Cllr Efde declared and interest in any matters relating to the 
               District Councils. In any planning matters he reserves the right to change 
               his mind when the matter is considered by the District Council.

92/24    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
92/24.1      Minutes of Meeting held 8th August 2024 proposed by Cllr Ashdown seconded by Cllr McPherson. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of the meeting.



93/24     The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
               Magna to address the Council 
93/24.1   Parishioner was pleased to note works had started but queried a few items, he was advised that the Parish did not have the answer to his questions.               
               93/24.4   Cllr McKillop asked about the grass verges, Cllr Steptoe to 		     update under the County report.

94/24   Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
94/24.1 	RFO presented payment requests for September 2024. Proposed by Cllr McPherson seconded by Cllr Ashdown.
94/24.2    RFO asked Council if they would like to donate to Marie Curie  Council advise they will join the Rochford PC fundraising event.  
94/24.3    RFO asked if Council would like to donation to the Essex Air Ambulance and it was agreed to give £100. 
94/24.5   RFO presented reconciliations for August 2024 proposed by Cllr McKillop seconded by Cllr Myers.
94/24.7    RFO advised since the last Meeting Rochford District Council have advised that they will pay for the review for all Parish Council Allowance and the report should be received in time for the November budgets.  From there Council can decide if they want to accept the proposal and each councillor will decide if they want to claim any allowance.
94/24.9   It was agreed to investigate the possibility of a VAR/SID sign in Little Wakering Road, near the existing Camera Sign opposite the Castle Inn.  Clerk/RFO to provide costs and explore locations with ECC licencing.

95/24    Clerks Report
		   95/24.1   The website quotes were received; Clerk advised another 	   	    webmaster was being approached.  It was agreed to share sites which 	 	    Councillors thought were appropriate plus the items they wished to include.  	    RFO to forward list to Councillors and Cllr Edfe to follow up in a few days. 
95/24.2   Clerk presented quotes for the freedom of the parish board this was agreed. Clerk to go ahead with quote. 
95/24.3   The playspace equipment has been completed, all agreed looks really good. Items to be completed
· Once council is ready they should contact Jewson to collect the Arris Railing.
· The entrance needs to be tidied, and a working party was agreed for 21st September at 2pm.
· High level fencing to come down and not be replaced.
· Agreed to keep the existing gate
· Agreed to buy a sign – Barling Magna, play area, open daylight hours
· Agreed to buy two signs no fouling and no littering.  Monitor for six months then decide whether to buy bins.
· Cllrs Glover and Ashdown said how good the workmen were.
· All agreed Cllrs Glover and Ashdown with the Clerk should formally open the area and do a press release.


96/24    Correspondence
96/24.1   It was agreed not to install a clothes recycling bin at the hall.
96/24.2   It was agreed to nominate the volunteer at the wildlife reserve             to be Volunteer of the year.
                          
97/24    Committee Reports
               97/24.1    Finance Committee – No Meeting held
               97/24.2    Wildlife Reserve Committee – Tractor now repaired.  Agreed to spend up to £720 on a new map. Clerk to advise volunteer of spend. 

98/24    Parish Hall 
               98/24.1    Apologies were received from the maintenance firm the builder 
               had family emergency but will do work asap.
               98/24.2    Following a discussion it was agreed not to put the landline in the hallway.     
               98/24.3    It was agreed to refer the Cameo Freezer to the Trustee of the Village hall. Clerk to arrange a meeting. 

                      
99/24    St Mary’s Church 
99/24.1    This was covered under Parishioner section.  No further updates. 

100/24    Projects
100/24.1   Scarecrow Competition – No update
    100/24.2   October Quiz – No further updates 
             100/24.3   Photographic Competition – Poster agreed, clerk to advertise. 
               100/24.4   Christmas Lights Competition – Cllr Steptoe to ask parishioners to assist. 
               100/24.5   Citizen of the year – No updates   
               100/24.6   Christmas Hampers – Cllr advised that budget for this and Lights is £770.  
               100/24.7   Summer fair – No updates
               100/24.8   Cllr McPherson proposed a community projects committee to be 
               made in future. It was agreed to add committee with effect from May.

101/24   Planning Matters. 
              101/24.1   None Received. 

122/24   Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              102/24.1   RHALC – No meeting
 
103/24   Street Lighting 
              103/24.2   Cllr Steptoe 197 Little Wakering Road
              103/24.3   Cllr Steptoe advised of Barrow hall road light out.









104/24   To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              104/24.1    District Cllr Efde reminded Cllrs to complete the Cultural and Visitor Economy Survey.  
              104/24.2    District Cllr McPherson advised there are no updates at present.  
              1044/24.3   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters
                             . Roadworks and dates of pavement repair
                             . Private ownership overgrowth and new system
                             . ECC grants from £300 to £5K
                             . Fly tips in area 
   
105/24    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	  Meetings
             105/24.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 10th October 2024 
             at 7pm. 
             105/24.2   Finance Meeting to be changed to 30th September 2024
             

               


               































Exclusion of the press and public

		
106/24   Outstanding Items
106/24.1   Timesheets received
              106/24.3    The Parry – RFO gave an update.  It was agreed not to cut the trees back.   

107/24   Personnel Committee   
              107/24.1   An update was received on recent Personnel committee and advise that Appraisal dates are being agreed.
              


Meeting closed at 8:51 pm
        
  

 
