 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 10th October 2024, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Efde, McPherson, Bright, Myers, Edmunds, 
                     Ashdown and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Cllr McPherson
                    District Cllr Efde
                    One Parishioner present 
 
MINUTES 
108/24     The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
  108/24.1    The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.01 pm. 

109/24     To receive apologies for absence
 109/24.1    Apologies were received from Cllr Glover and district Cllrs
                Williams, Myers and Marriott.

110/24    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	    Finance Act 1992
               110/24.1      All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               110/24.2 	Councillors McKillop, Myers, Bright, Edmunds, McPherson,           
               Ashdown and Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               110/24.3 	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council.
               110/24.4     Cllr McPherson declared and interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matters she reserves the right to 
               change her mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               110/24.5     Cllr Steptoe declared and interest in St Marys Church and the 	    Website.
               110/24.6     Cllr Efde declared and interest in any matters relating to the 
               District Councils. In any planning matters he reserves the right to change 
               his mind when the matter is considered by the District Council.
               110/24.7    Cllr Steptoe declared an interest in anything relating to Brunel 
               computers. 

111/24    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
111/24.1      Minutes of Meeting held 12th September 2024 proposed by Cllr Ashdown seconded by Cllr McPherson. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of the meeting.


112/24     The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
               Magna to address the Council 
112/24.1   Parishioner was pleased to note works had started at St Marys church. He queried as to when the gates would be open. Cllr Steptoe advised to speak to the PCC. Cllr McPherson asked parishioner for a telephone number to contact when she has had a response from the PCC.               
               

113/24   Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
113/24.1 	Clerk presented payment requests for October 2024. Proposed by Cllr McKillop seconded by Cllr Myers.
113/24.2    Clerk advised due to RFO absence reconciliations are not available. This has been ratified to next meeting. 
113/24.3    Clerk presented AGAR report. No further action to be taken. 
113/24.5   Clerk presented utility report from RFO. Cllr Edmunds queried why RFO had made decision to join utility companies without Councils permission. Cllr Edmunds asked Cllr Steptoe to advise RFO Council are to be notified before making decisions. All Cllrs are happy with savings made.  
113/24.7    Clerk presented Council with three budget figures. No further actions to be taken.

114/24    Clerks Report
		    114/24.1   Cllr Steptoe wished to minute thanks to Cllrs Ashdown and 
               Glover, Cllr Ashdown’s husband and all that helped to clear the pathway
               leading to the play space for their hard work.
114/24.2   Cllr Ashdown presented a plaque for the play space made by her husband. Clerk to write an email of thanks to him. 
114/24.3   Clerk advised that Council wished to have signs in the play space. Clerk asked what size and wording they wished to have on these and what her budget was to spend. Cllr McPherson advised clerk to contact her. 
114/24.4  Cllr Steptoe proposed a noticeboard be placed in the play space. Clerk to investigate. 
114/24.5   Cllr Steptoe advised that a parishioner had voiced concerns about litter being blown into his horse field around the back of the play space due to the lack of bins in the area. Cllr McPherson advised that having bins would not stop this. All Cllrs in agreement to monitor the situation and review in 6 months.
114/24.6   Clerk asked Council if they would like quotes for the high level fencing to be taken down. Council in agreement that this is not needed at this time. 
114/24.7   Clerk asked Council questions regarding to the opening ceremony. Cllrs advised to invite a select few children from both the school and nursery. Clerk to contact the headmistress of the school and to buy a ribbon for the ceremony. Council to be updated at next meeting. 
114/24.8   Clerk presented website quotes. Cllr Efde proposed to use site street as our new website designer provided budget will allow this. Cllr Edmunds wishes to have the options to add comments along the way when designing. Clerk to speak to the vendor and advise council in next meeting. 


115/24    Correspondence
115/24.1   Clerk presented email from playquest. Clerk to write a review     
and send feedback from the Council. 
               115/24.2   Clerk presented email from finding fitness. Cllr Steptoe proposed 
               for clerk and Cllrs Ashdown and Glover to investigate this further and 
               report. All Cllrs in agreement. 
                          
116/24    Committee Reports
               116/24.1    Finance Committee – Clerk presented minutes from Finance
               Committee meeting. Clerk advised that draft minutes had been sent to 
               chairman and vice chairman but had received no reply. Amendments are
               possible. Clerk to amend if necessary. 
               116/24.2    Wildlife Reserve Committee – No meeting held.  

117/24    Parish Hall 
               117/24.1   Cllr Edmunds advised of new regulation regarding plastic plug
               covers. It is now advised that they are not to be used. No other issues were 
               raised. 
               117/24.    Clerk advised Cllrs of works that needed to be carried out by electrician. Cllrs asked Clerk to check new regulations with him also. Cllrs agreed Clerk could go ahead with works.  

                      
118/24    St Mary’s Church 
118/24.1    Cllr Steptoe advised there were no updates to be given. 
               118/24.2    Cllr McPherson advised she had received a reply from PCC and 
                stated that works could be completed by the end of October but could not 
                give a definitive date. She asked Cllr Steptoe to contact the diocese for an 
                update. 

119/24    Projects
119/24.1   Scarecrow Competition – Clerk advised competition winner needed to be chosen. Clerk to inform winner and invite to the next meeting. 
    119/24.2   October Quiz – Cllr McKillop advised donations have been received and that more tables needed to be filled. Cllrs to donate raffle prizes.  
             119/24.3   Photographic Competition – Clerk stated that she has had two entries so far.  
               119/24.4   Christmas Lights Competition – Clerk advised this competition is ready. Will await entries. 
               119/24.5   Citizen of the year – Clerk to email all Cllrs with an entry form.    
               119/24.6   Christmas Hampers – No updates  
               100/24.7   Summer fair – No updates
               
120/24   Planning Matters. 
              120/24.1   None Received. 

121/24   Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              121/24.1   RHALC – Meeting to be held on 17th October 2024. 


 
122/24   Street Lighting 
              122/24.2   Cllr Edmunds advised of church road light. Clerk to contact ukpn. 
              122/24.3   Clerk asked Cllrs to give more information on whereabouts of       
               lights so the vendor can find them. 

123/24   To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              123/24.1    District Cllr Efde had no updates at this time. 
              123/24.2    District Cllr McPherson advised of debates taking place
              regarding motions to stop the winter fuel payment being taken away from 
              vulnerable people.  
              123/24.3   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters
                             . The footpath outside hall completed
                             . Roadworks in Rochford
                             . Motion for winter fuel allowance
                             . MPPF consultation
                             . Fairglen intersection on the a127 contract has been awarded
   
124/24    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	  Meetings
             124/24.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 14th November 2024 
             at 7pm. 
             124/24.2   Wildlife Reserve Committee Meeting to be held on Monday 18th 
                    November 2024 at 7pm.
             124/24.3   Finance Committee Meeting to be held on Thursday 25th 
             November 2024 at 7pm. 
             124/24.4   Race night event to be held on Saturday 16th November 2024. 
             Cllr McPherson to send out times. 
             124/24.5   Clerk to arrange for salt bin to be added to barrow hall road. 


             

               


               

















Exclusion of the press and public

		
125/24   Outstanding Items
              125/24.1   Outstanding items discussed. Cllrs happy with progress. 
125/24.2   Timesheets received
              125/24.3    The Parry – Clerk read update received. RFO to advise copy of lease to be sent. Cllr McPherson advised she was cautious of taking this on.   

126/24   Personnel Committee   
              126/24.1   No meeting held. Appraisal dates to be set. 
              


Meeting closed at 8:38 pm
        
  

 
