 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 14th November 2024, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Efde, McPherson, Myers, Edmunds, 
                     Ashdown and Cllr Steptoe (Chair).
 
Attending:    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Cllr McPherson
                    District Cllr Efde
                    One Parishioner present 
 
MINUTES 
127/24     The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
  127/24.1    The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.00 pm. 

128/24     To receive apologies for absence
 128/24.1    Apologies were received from Cllrs Bright and Glover she will 
  be late and district Cllrs Williams, Myers and Marriott.

129/24    Chair to deliver awards for the scarecrow competition. 
               129/24.1   Clerk to add photos to social media.

130/24    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	    Finance Act 1992
               130/24.1      All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               130/24.2 	Councillors McKillop, Myers, Edmunds, McPherson,           
               Ashdown and Steptoe declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               130/24.3 	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council.
               130/24.4     Cllr McPherson declared and interest in any matters relating to
               the District Councils. In any planning matters she reserves the right to 
               change her mind when the matter is considered by the District Council. 
               130/24.5     Cllrs Steptoe and Edmunds declared and interest in St Marys 
                Church.
               130/24.6     Cllr Efde declared and interest in any matters relating to the 
               District Councils. In any planning matters he reserves the right to change 
               his mind when the matter is considered by the District Council.
               130/24.7    Cllr Edmunds declared and interest in the frost fayre.
               130/24.8   Cllr Efde declared and interest in the EV proposal.  


131/24    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
131/24.1      Minutes of Meeting held 10th October 2024 proposed by Cllr McPherson seconded by Cllr McKillop. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of the meeting.

132/24    The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
               Magna to address the Council 
132/24.1   Parishioner asked when St Mary’s church will be reopened as the scaffolding had been taken down. Cllr Steptoe advised that this should happen at the end of this week. However, he could not be sure. The opening of the church lies with the PCC. 
132/24.2   Cllr Ashdown asked why the road was closed on Little Wakering Road. Cllr Steptoe advised he will investigate. 
132/24.3   Cllr McKillop advised nothing was presented by the parish for Remembrance Day. Clerk to add to September agenda next year as a reminder to Cllrs. Cllr McPherson to obtain poppies for lampposts. Clerk to add to community projects committee meeting agenda. 
               
Cllr Glover arrived at 7.17 pm, District Cllr Marriott arrived at 7.27pm.

133/24   Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
133/24.1 	RFO presented payment requests for November 2024. Advised two payments to add. One for maintenance man and one for Cllr McKillops expenses for the October quiz night. Proposed by Cllr Ashdown seconded by Cllr Myers.
133/24.2    RFO presented reconciliations to Council. Proposed by Cllr Edmunds, seconded by Cllr Glover. 
133/24.3   RFO presented updated Finance regulations and recommended changes to Council. Council happy to proceed. Proposed by Cllr Efde seconded by Cllr Ashdown. RFO asked Council if they wish to implement these changes immediately Council agreed. Proposed by Cllr Steptoe seconded by Cllr McPherson.  
133/24.5   RFO presented the risk register to Council. Council are in agreement that all looks well. Proposed by Cllr Efde seconded by Cllr Myers.  
133/24.7   RFO presented Cllrs with EV proposal. All Cllrs in agreement that until a decision has been made for the parking area at the hall they cannot make a decision on this matter. Clerk to diarise until next year.
















134/24    Clerks Report
		    134/24.1   Clerk advised of email received from local nursery. Cllrs in
               agreement that opening ceremony will take place on a Saturday afternoon. 
               Clerk to send out dates to council and inform the school and nursery. 
134/24.2   Clerk advised of issues surrounding drainage companies and them wishing to come out and investigate issue and charge hourly. Cllr Steptoe asked Clerk to arrange a meeting for the clerk and himself to go to a provider. Clerk to arrange. 
134/24.3   Clerk presented salt bin quotes to Council. Council wishes to spend £108.60 on new bin. Clerk to order. Proposed by Cllr Edmunds seconded by Cllr Glover.
134/24.4  Cllr Steptoe advised on new signs for Little Wakering road needed. He advised that there has been a telegraph pole placed in the way so one sign will need to be moved. Clerk to write to relevant department and ask for advice. 
              134/24.5   Cllr Steptoe advised parishioners have requested a bus shelter 
              outside Barling lodge. There is not enough space for one to be placed here. 
              Cllr McPherson asked clerk to write to ECC to ask if this particular bus stop
              is used as a compulsory stop. Cllr Steptoe asked Clerk to write to bus 
              service and ask if they would consider waiting for people who are under the 
              porch area.
              134/24.6   Clerk advised that she had met with the electrician. He will send   
               a quote for new lights out the front of the hall building. Clerk to give them to      
               council at next meeting. Clerk advised that the plug sockets were not 
               regulation and Cllr Edmunds gave over evidence of this to council. Clerk to 
               advise Hall manager to take them out. 

135/24    Correspondence
135/24.1   Clerk presented email from pta. Cllr McPherson proposed 
    giving the school £50 seconded by majority vote. 
               135/24.2   Clerk presented email about frost fayre. Council agreed 
                are happy to waive fees. Clerk to email. 
                          
136/24    Committee Reports
               136/24.1    Finance Committee – RFO advised she will send out finance
                reports before the meeting. 
               136/24.2    Wildlife Reserve Committee – Clerk to present wildlife meeting minutes next meeting.  

137/24    Parish Hall 
               137/24.1   Cllr Edmunds advised men’s toilet light is out again. Clerk to
               speak to electrician.
               137/24.2    Clerk to send out dates for appraisals. 
               137/24.3    Hose padlock left to Cllr Glover.  
                   









138/24    Projects
138/24.1   Scarecrow Competition – Clerk to update social media posts.   
    138/24.2   October Quiz – Clerk to write letter of thanks to helpers of October quiz. Cllr Steptoe wished to have in minutes thanks from the Council to all who were involved. Cllr McKillop advised that £420 was raised. Next quiz to take place on the 4th October 2025.  
             138/24.3   Photographic Competition – Clerk to contact school for entries.   
               138/24.4   Christmas Lights Competition – Clerk to write to helpers in regards to this. Judging to be done no later than 16th December. To be sent into clerk by 20th December 2024 to score.  
               138/24.5   Citizen of the year – No updates.     
               138/24.6   Christmas Hampers – Cllr McPherson proposed £900 to be spent on hampers and raffle prizes. Clerk to contact helpers to check they are happy to continue assisting Council. 
               138/24.7   Summer fair – Cllr McPherson advised date has been held will 
               update nearer the time. 
               
139/24   Planning Matters. 
              139/24.1   None Received. 

140/24   Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              140/24.1   RHALC – Cllr McPherson advised she attended meeting. 
              Presentation was made by the Police and Cultural engine. Cllr Marriott 
              advised there was an art exhibition and a Barling flag was presented. 
 
141/24   Street Lighting 
              141/24.2   Cllr Steptoe advised of lights not working outside 291 and 297 
               Little Wakering Road. 

142/24   To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              142/24.1    District Cllr Marriott advised of RDC dementia services and 
              social housing waiting lists. 
              142/24.2    District Cllr Efde had no updates at this time. 
              142/24.3    District Cllr McPherson advised on the following matters: 
                                . RDC dementia services will be district wide
                                . Social housing,
                                .  Budget consultation open until 19th November 
                                .  The freight house 
              142/24.4   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters
                             . Devolution in government 
                             . national planning report 19th December 
                             . Government settlement for funding 
                             . Waste bins outside no 41 
                             . The Freight house 
                             . Waste truck will be at Wakering ground 


   
143/24    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	  Meetings
             143/24.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 12th December 2024 
             at 7pm. 
             143/24.2   Wildlife Reserve Committee Meeting to be held on Monday 18th 
                    November 2024 at 7pm.
             143/24.3   Finance Committee Meeting to be held on Monday 25th 
             November 2024 at 7pm. 
             143/24.4   Personnel Committee Meeting to be held on Monday 16th 
              December 2024 at 7pm. 


             

               


               


































Exclusion of the press and public

		
144/24   Outstanding Items
              144/24.1   Outstanding items discussed. Cllrs happy with progress. 
144/24.2   Timesheets received
              144/24.3    The Parry – Awaiting copy to be sent to sign. 
              144/24.4   Hall and CIO notes were discussed.
              144/24.5   Pay rise discussed. Proposed to start immediately. Proposed by Cllr Efde seconded by Cllr Edmunds. Vote was taken all in agreement bar one abstention. 

145/24   Personnel Committee   
              145/24.1   No meeting held. Appraisal dates to be set. 
              


Meeting closed at 8:55 pm
        
  

 
