 
 
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL held Thursday 12th December 2024, in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex. 
 
Present:       Councillors McKillop, Efde, Edmunds, Ashdown and Cllr Steptoe 	(Chair).
 
Attending:    RFO Sally Faulkner 
                    Clerk Steph Raine 
                    District and County Cllr Steptoe 
                    District Cllr Efde
                    District Councillor Mariott 
 
MINUTES 
146/24     The Chairman to declare the meeting open 
  146/24.1    The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.30 pm. 

147/24     To receive apologies for absence
 147/24.1    Apologies were received from Cllrs Bright, McPherson, Myers,  		 and Ashdown 
 		 District Cllrs Williams and Myers.

148/24    To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s 	               Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government
	    	    Finance Act 1992
               148/24.1      All Councillors declared an interest as all trustees of Barling
               Magna Parish Hall. 
               148/24.2 	Councillors McKillop, Myers, Edmunds, Ashdown and Steptoe 	    declared a financial interest as parishioners. 
               148/24.3 	Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to
               the County or District Councils. In any planning matter, he reserves the 
               right to change his mind when the matter is considered by the district and 
               County Council.
               148/24.5     Cllrs Steptoe and Edmunds declared and interest in St Marys 
                Church.
               148/24.6     Cllr Efde declared and interest in any matters relating to the 
               District Councils. In any planning matters he reserves the right to change 
               his mind when the matter is considered by the District Council.
               148/24.7    Cllr Edmunds declared and interest in the frost fayre.
               148/24.8   Cllr Efde declared and interest in the EV proposal.  

149/24    To approve the minutes of the previous meetings
149/24.1      Minutes of Meeting held 10th October 2024 proposed by Cllr Edmunds and seconded by Cllr McKillop. All Cllrs in agreement as a true record of the meeting.

150/24    The meeting will stand adjourned to permit parishioners of Barling 
               Magna to address the Council 
150/24.1   Cllr McKillop asked on behalf of another parishioner about Kimberley Road issues and was advised that this was not a parish issue but is being dealt with. 
 
151/24   Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
151/24.1 	RFO presented payment requests for December 2024. Advised two payments to add for Cllr McKillops expenses for the Christmas Hampers and an additional £40 for Mrs Steptoe. Proposed by Cllr Efde and seconded by Cllr Edmunds.
151/24.2    RFO presented reconciliations to Council. Proposed by Cllr Edmunds, seconded by Cllr Glover. 
151/24.3   Finance minutes were received.
151/24.4RFO presented suggested budget figures to council which were agreed
1151/24.5   Following in depth discussion Cllr Efde proposed a precept of £84778.44  This proposal had no seconder.  Cllr Efde then proposal a precept of £81,246.01 Which was seconded by Cllr Edmunds and agreed unanimously.  This represents an increase for Band D of £14.75 per annum

151/24    Clerks Report
		    151/24.1   Play space formal opening on 21st December at 2pm.. 
151/24.2   Website update viewed and agreed it looked good.
151/24.3   It was suggested we see if parish clerk/RFO can take over management of the emails.
151/24.4  The use of a booking system was discussed and agreed the RFO should obtain costs.
151/24.5  Cllr Steptoe met with drainage company on site and the costs are now awaited.
151/24.6  Cllr Steptoe advised that he has spoken to ECC Officers and RFO to assist Clerk to apply for relevant licence.
151/24.7  Agreed price for Freedom Board at £50.
              
152/24    Correspondence
152/24.1   Barling School PTA asked for a discount on Hall Hire Cllr        McKillop proposed £75 as a one off offer which was seconded by Cllr Steptoe and unanimously agreed.
                          
153/24    Committee Reports
               153/24.1    Finance Committee – Minutes received in 151/24.3
               153/24.2    Wildlife Reserve Committee – Meeting held no items to be reported to Council.

154/24    Parish Hall 
               154/24.1   It was agreed that the old boat will be put across the grass to 	     stop cars parking in the mud.
154/24.2    The electricians quote of £396 including VAT was proposed by      Cllr Edmunds and seconded by Cllr Efde all agreed. 
               
                   
155/24    Projects
155/24.1   Scarecrow Competition – Cllr Steptoe delivered the other prize.   
    155/24.2   October Quiz – No actions
             155/24.3   Photographic Competition – no update   
               155/24.4   Christmas Lights Competition – Clerk to send judging form to Cllrs. Judging to be done no later than 16th December. To be sent into clerk by 20th December 2024 to score.  
               155/24.5   Citizen of the year – No updates.     
               155/24.6   Christmas Hampers – The volunteers are meeting at the to pack and deliver.
               155/24.7   Summer fair – no update
               
156/24   Planning Matters. 
              156/24.1   None Received. 

157/24   Reports of meetings of outside bodies 
              157/24.1   RHALC – no meeting held. 
 
158/24   Street Lighting 
              158/24.2   None at this time

159/24   To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the 
              area on any matters of interest
              159/24.1    District Cllr Marriott advised a community supermarket is being   set up.
              159/24.2    District Cllr Efde advised the following
· Full council next week
· Contracts for Leasure Centres
· Devolution white paper due out 
              159/24.4   District and County Cllr Steptoe advised of the following matters
                             . ECC asked for road tax monies from central government 
                             . writing to central government re concerns around winter fuel payments and Farmers inheritance tax 
                             . By election in Stock 
                             . National Planning Policy Framework out today 
                             . Government Council Tax settlement due 24th December
   
160/24    At the chair’s discretion, to exchange information and items for future 	  Meetings
             160/24.1   Full council meeting to be held on Thursday 9th January 2025 
             at 7pm.   Cllr Efde advised that he will be absent.
             160/24.4   Personnel Committee Meeting to be held on Monday 16th 
              December 2024 at 7pm. 


             

               


               


































Exclusion of the press and public

		
144/24   Outstanding Items
              144/24.1   Outstanding items discussed. Cllrs happy with progress. 
144/24.2   Timesheets received
              144/24.3    The Parry – Awaiting copy to be sent to sign. 
              144/24.4   Hall and CIO notes were discussed.
              144/24.5   Pay rise discussed. Proposed to start immediately. Proposed by Cllr Efde seconded by Cllr Edmunds. Vote was taken all in agreement bar one abstention. 

145/24   Personnel Committee   
              145/24.1   No meeting held. Appraisal dates to be set. 
              


Meeting closed at 8:55 pm
        
  

 
